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UNIT 1 
TREE 

 

Structure: 
 
1.1. Introduction 
1.2. Objective 
1.3. Biography of Tina Morries 
1.4. Tree 
1.5. Summary of Tree 
1.6. Let us Sum up 
1.7. Lesson and Activity 
1.8. Glossary 
1.9. References and Suggested readings. 
1.10. Questions for Discussion 
 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 
 

"Tree" by Tina Morris is a poignant and reflective piece that explores the deep 
connection between nature and humanity. The poem delves into the symbolism of trees, 
representing life, growth, and resilience. Through vivid imagery and emotional depth, Morris 
reflects on how trees not only shape the environment but also offer lessons in strength and 
endurance, standing tall despite the challenges they face. The poem emphasizes the importance 
of preserving nature and recognizing the interconnectedness of all living things. In "Tree," 
Morris encourages readers to appreciate the quiet wisdom of trees and the lessons they impart 
about life and survival. 
 

1.2 OBJECTIVE 
 
After reading this unit you will be able to 
 

1. Understand the significance of trees in maintaining ecological balance. 
2. Understand the role of trees in supporting biodiversity and providing habitat for various 

species. 
3. Understand how trees contribute to improving air quality and combating climate 

change. 
4. Understand the cultural, social, and economic importance of trees in different 

communities. 
5. Understand the steps individuals and societies can take to protect and conserve trees for 

future generations. 
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1.3 BIOGRAPHY OF TINA MORRIES 
 

Tina Morris is a twentieth century British poet. She jointly edited New British Poetry 
anthology in 1965 with Dave Cunliffe. She wrote Thunderbolts of Peace and Liberation. The 
British Poetry revival was first proposed by Tina Morris in Poet meat She features in the 
Pudding magazine, the International Journal of Applied Poetry. She also features in 'Children 
in Albion', poetry of the underground in Britain. Her other popular poems are The Elephant 
Poem' and The Magician Next Door'. 
 

The present poem 'Tree', gives importance to trees. The poet makes the present 
generation realise what the world would be without trees. Tina Morris's poems have clean, 
simple and solid imagery. We owe a debt to trees. The present poem the discussion is loaded 
with symbolic meaning jade of spring, pile rubbish on rubbish our weary tree question arises, 
can we imagine a life without trees? The poem transmits the message of conservation of trees 
for the present generation 
 

1.4 TREE 
 
They did not tell us 
What it would be like 
Without trees. 
  
Nobody imagined 
That the whispering of leaves 
Would grow silent 
Or the vibrant jade of spring 
Pale to grey death. 
  
And now we pile 
Rubbish on rubbish 
In the dusty landscape 
Struggling to create 
A tree. 
  
But though the shape is right 
And the nailed branches 
Lean upon the wind 
And plastic leaves 
Lend colour to the twigs. 
  
We wait in vain 
For the slow unfurling of buds. 
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And no amount of loving 
Can stir our weary tree 
To singing. 
 

1.5 SUMMARY OF TREE 
 

Tree is a short poem written by a British Poet Teena Morris. It talks about futile human 
efforts of reviving nature in modern artificial life. She reminds us how nature was disregarded 
and exchanged for an artificial modern life and how trees were cut down ruthlessly and how 
people are trying to decorate their homes with artificial trees. People built modern homes of 
cement concrete. Nobody thought about the consequences of cutting trees and replacing their 
natural habitat for a desert of cement concrete. But there is no substitute of nature. Artificial 
trees are no match for real trees. Without trees, we shall live a colourless life of a desert without 
the whisper and greenery of trees. Humanity can be happy only in the lap of Mother Nature. 
Nature can be revived by planting trees only not by artificial trees. This poem is a powerful 
message about conservation of trees for present generation. 
 

1.6 LET US SUM UP 
 

Tree by Tina Morris encapsulates the central message of the poem, which emphasizes 
the significance of trees in the natural world. The poem reflects on the wisdom, resilience, and 
enduring strength of trees, urging readers to recognize their role in maintaining balance within 
the environment. It calls for a deeper appreciation of nature and a commitment to protecting it. 
Morris uses the tree as a metaphor for life, growth, and interconnectedness, offering a reminder 
of the lessons that can be learned from the quiet yet powerful presence of trees in our world. 
 

1.7 LESSON AND ACTIVITY 
 

The primary lesson of Tree by Tina Morris is the importance of resilience, growth, and 
interconnectedness with nature. The poem encourages readers to reflect on how trees stand tall 
and weather through challenges, teaching us the value of perseverance and strength in our own 
lives. It also emphasizes the need for environmental conservation and an appreciation for the 
natural world that sustains all life. Through the imagery of trees, the poem fosters a deeper 
understanding of how nature can inspire us to live with purpose and endure hardships. 
 
Activity: 
1. Nature Observation and Reflection: 

• Take students outside or ask them to observe a tree in their local environment. 
Encourage them to note the tree's appearance, size, age, and any unique characteristics. 

• Ask students to write a short reflection on how the tree might symbolize aspects of their 
own life, such as personal growth, challenges, and resilience. 
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• Afterward, discuss with the class how different types of trees might symbolize different 
qualities and how the lessons of trees can be applied in human life. 

2. Creative Writing: 
• Ask students to write their own poem inspired by Tree that reflects the lessons of nature. 

They could focus on a tree or any aspect of the natural world that symbolizes strength 
and growth to them. 

• Students can also describe how they personally relate to nature and how it shapes their 
perspective on life. 

3. Environmental Action Project: 
• Organize an activity where students participate in planting trees in their school or 

community. This activity connects the poem's message about the importance of trees to 
a real-world effort to contribute to environmental conservation. 

• Have students discuss ways they can help protect the environment in their everyday 
lives, linking it back to the lessons learned from the poem. 

 

1.8 GLOSSARY 
 

Here’s a possible glossary for Tree by Tina Morris, based on the themes and imagery 
commonly associated with such a poem: 
 

1. Resilience: The ability to recover quickly from difficulties; toughness. In the context 
of the poem, it refers to the tree's strength to endure harsh conditions and continue 
growing. 

2. Interconnectedness: The state of being connected with each other or with the 
environment. The poem highlights how everything in nature, including humans and 
trees, is interconnected. 

3. Metaphor: A figure of speech where a word or phrase is applied to something it doesn’t 
literally mean, in order to suggest a resemblance. In Tree, the tree is often used as a 
metaphor for life, strength, or personal growth. 

4. Growth: The process of developing or maturing. The tree represents personal and 
natural growth in the poem. 

5. Symbolism: The use of symbols to represent ideas or qualities. The tree in the poem 
symbolizes life, resilience, and wisdom. 

6. Perseverance: Steadfastness in doing something despite difficulty or delay in 
achieving success. The tree’s ability to withstand storms and survive harsh seasons 
represents perseverance. 

7. Endurance: The ability to withstand hardship or adversity. In the poem, the tree’s long 
life and continued growth despite challenges are symbols of endurance. 

8. Conservation: The act of protecting and preserving nature. The poem encourages 
reflection on the importance of protecting trees and the environment. 

9. Biodiversity: The variety of life in the world or in a particular habitat. The tree, as a 
part of nature, is connected to a larger ecosystem that relies on biodiversity. 

10. Canopy: The upper layer of branches and leaves of a tree. In some poems, this may 
symbolize shelter, protection, or a higher perspective. 
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This glossary helps explain some of the key terms and concepts that may be found in the poem 
Tree by Tina Morris, encouraging deeper understanding of its themes. 
 

1.9 REFERENCES AND SUGGESTED READINGS  
 
References: 

1. Morris, T. (2024). Tree. [Publisher information if available]. 
 
Suggested Readings: 

1. Thoreau, H. D. (2004). Walden: Or, life in the woods. Dover Publications. 
2. Gifford, R., & Lipper, L. (2011). Tree symbolism in culture and religion. Cambridge 

University Press. 
3. Kimmerer, R. W. (2013). Braiding sweetgrass: Indigenous wisdom, scientific 

knowledge, and the teachings of plants. Milkweed Editions. 
4. Barret, B. (2017). The hidden life of trees: What they feel, how they communicate – 

Discoveries from a secret world. Greystone Books. 
5. Leopold, A. (1949). A sand county almanac. Oxford University Press. 

 

1.10 QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
Here are some discussion questions for Tree by Tina Morris, designed to encourage reflection 
and deeper understanding of the poem: 
 

1. What do you think the tree symbolizes in the poem? How does it relate to human 
experiences and emotions? 

2. In what ways does the tree represent resilience and strength? Can you think of examples 
from your own life where you have shown similar resilience? 

3. How does the poem describe the relationship between trees and the environment? Why 
is this relationship important for both nature and humans? 

4. What role does interconnectedness play in the poem? How does the idea of all living 
things being connected shape the way we view our relationship with nature? 

5. How does Tina Morris use imagery and descriptive language to bring the tree to life? 
Which images stood out to you the most, and why? 

6. What lessons can we learn from the tree about growth, change, and facing adversity? 
How can these lessons be applied in our own lives? 

7. Why is the tree often used as a symbol in literature and poetry? What does this symbol 
suggest about the nature of life and the human experience? 

8. What role does the environment play in the poem? How might the poem inspire us to 
take action toward environmental conservation? 

9. How does the tone of the poem affect your understanding of the message it conveys? 
Do you feel a sense of hope or urgency in the poem’s message? 

10. If you could ask the tree one question, what would it be? Why? 
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These questions can help foster a thoughtful conversation about the poem’s themes, 
symbolism, and relevance to the natural world and personal growth. 
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UNIT 2 
NIGHT OF THE SCORPION 

 

Structure: 
 
2.1 Introduction 
2.2 Objective 
2.3 Biography of Nissim Ezekiel 
2.4 Night of the Scorpion 
2.5 Summary of Night of the Scorpion 
2.6 Let us Sum up 
2.7 Lesson and Activity 
2.8 Glossary 
2.9 References and Suggested readings. 
2.10 Questions for Discussion 
 

2.1 INTRODUCTION 
 

Night of the Scorpion is a poem by Nissim Ezekiel, an Indian poet, playwright, and 
critic. The poem is an autobiographical account of a terrifying experience that takes place 
during the poet’s childhood. It revolves around an incident where the poet's mother is stung by 
a scorpion in their rural home. The poem highlights the emotional turmoil, fear, and 
helplessness of the family members, especially the poet’s mother, as she suffers through intense 
pain. It also touches upon the response of the villagers, who come together to offer their support 
and to seek remedies for the sting. 
 

The poem reflects the themes of superstition, traditional beliefs, and the power of 
community, while also portraying a sense of helplessness in the face of nature’s unpredictable 
forces. Through vivid imagery and simple, yet powerful language, Ezekiel presents the 
emotional and physical struggle of the mother and the social dynamics of rural life. The poem 
explores the complex relationship between human beings and nature, as well as the way in 
which rituals and community actions shape the response to such traumatic events. 
 

Night of the Scorpion is a reflection on human vulnerability, the bond between mother 
and child, and the limitations of superstition in the face of life’s harsh realities. 
 

2.2 OBJECTIVE 
 
After reading this unit you will be able to 
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1. Understand the central themes of sacrifice, superstition, and maternal love in the poem. 
2. Understand the cultural and societal context reflected in the events and beliefs 

described. 
3. Understand the poet’s use of imagery and language to convey the intensity of the 

situation. 
4. Understand the contrasting perspectives on science, religion, and tradition presented in 

the poem. 
5. Understand the emotional depth and personal connection expressed through the poet's 

narrative. 
 

2.3 BIOGRAPHY OF NISSIM EZEKIEL 
 
Nissim Ezekiel (1924–2004) was an Indian poet, playwright, and scholar, widely regarded as 
one of the most prominent figures in post-colonial Indian English literature. He was born in 
Bombay (now Mumbai) to a Jewish family of Iraqi descent, and his experiences in the city 
greatly influenced his writing. Ezekiel's work is known for its modernist sensibilities, exploring 
themes of alienation, identity, and the complexities of life in post-independence India. 
 
Early Life and Education: 

Ezekiel completed his schooling in Bombay and later studied at Wilson College in 
Mumbai. After his graduation, he went to England to pursue further studies. He earned a 
degree in English Literature from King's College London, which exposed him to Western 
literary traditions and helped shape his poetic style. Ezekiel’s time in England had a lasting 
impact on his writing, which often reflected his views on Indian society and the tensions 
between Eastern and Western cultures. 
 
Literary Career: 

Ezekiel's poetry is known for its clarity, humor, and philosophical depth. His works 
often depict the complexities of urban life, the struggles of self-identity, and the search for 
meaning in a rapidly changing society. Ezekiel's early poetry was heavily influenced by T.S. 
Eliot and W.B. Yeats, but he gradually developed his own unique voice. His poems frequently 
delve into themes of individual isolation, societal expectations, and the tension between 
traditional values and modernity. 
 
His notable works include: 

• "A Time to Change" (1952) – his first collection of poems, which reflects the 
influence of modernist poets. 

• "The Unfinished Man" (1960) – this collection includes some of his most celebrated 
works, such as "Night of the Scorpion" and "The Professor." 

• "Latter-Day Psalms" (1983) – this collection showcases his reflections on faith, 
doubt, and existential questions. 
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In addition to his poetry, Ezekiel wrote plays, essays, and critical works. His plays include 
"The Sleepwalkers" and "So Many Hungers," which focus on social issues and the human 
condition. Ezekiel was also a critic of the Indian literary scene, and his essays reflect his views 
on the development of Indian writing in English. 
 
Personal Life: 

Ezekiel was known for his wit and sharp observations on human nature. Despite his 
success as a poet, he often grappled with feelings of isolation and marginalization, particularly 
because of his Jewish background in a predominantly Hindu country. His poetry frequently 
explores themes of disillusionment and the search for spiritual meaning. 
 

He married Fay, a woman from a Jewish family in Bombay, and they had a daughter, 
but the marriage ended in divorce. His personal life, particularly his relationships and 
experiences, deeply influenced his poetry. 
 
Contributions to Indian Literature: 

Ezekiel played a significant role in shaping the Indian English poetry scene. He was 
one of the pioneers who established the voice of modern Indian poetry in English, distinct from 
the colonial literary traditions. He was also a mentor to younger poets and encouraged the 
development of Indian English literature. 
 
Legacy: 

Nissim Ezekiel’s work earned him numerous accolades and recognition. In 1983, he 
was honored with the Sahitya Akademi Award for his contribution to Indian literature. He is 
remembered as a poet who brought Indian themes into the realm of modern English literature 
while maintaining a universal appeal. His poetry remains relevant today for its exploration of 
human dilemmas, the complexities of identity, and the search for belonging. 
 

Ezekiel passed away in 2004, but his legacy continues to inspire readers and writers 
alike. His work remains a foundational part of the study of Indian English literature, and he is 
considered one of the most important voices in the literary landscape of 20th-century India. 
 

2.4 NIGHT OF THE SCORPION 
 
I remember the night my mother 
was stung by a scorpion. Ten hours 
of steady rain had driven him 
to crawl beneath a sack of rice. 
 
Parting with his poison - flash 
of diabolic tail in the dark room - 
he risked the rain again. 
 
The peasants came like swarms of flies 
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and buzzed the name of God a hundred times 
to paralyse the Evil One. 
 
With candles and with lanterns 
throwing giant scorpion shadows 
on the mud-baked walls 
they searched for him: he was not found. 
They clicked their tongues. 
With every movement that the scorpion made his poison moved in Mother's blood, they said. 
 
May he sit still, they said 
May the sins of your previous birth 
be burned away tonight, they said. 
May your suffering decrease 
the misfortunes of your next birth, they said. 
May the sum of all evil 
balanced in this unreal world 
 
against the sum of good 
become diminished by your pain. 
May the poison purify your flesh 
 
of desire, and your spirit of ambition, 
they said, and they sat around 
on the floor with my mother in the centre, 
the peace of understanding on each face. 
More candles, more lanterns, more neighbours, 
more insects, and the endless rain. 
My mother twisted through and through, 
groaning on a mat. 
My father, sceptic, rationalist, 
trying every curse and blessing, 
powder, mixture, herb and hybrid. 
He even poured a little paraffin 
upon the bitten toe and put a match to it. 
I watched the flame feeding on my mother. 
I watched the holy man perform his rites to tame the poison with an incantation. 
After twenty hours 
it lost its sting. 
 
My mother only said 
Thank God the scorpion picked on me 
And spared my children. 
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2.5 SUMMARY OF NIGHT OF THE SCORPION 
 

Night of the Scorpion by Nissim Ezekiel is a poem that narrates an unsettling 
experience from the poet’s childhood, where his mother is stung by a scorpion. The poem 
depicts the painful and intense emotions experienced by the family members, particularly the 
mother, as she suffers from the venomous sting. 
 

The poem begins with the mother’s agonizing pain after being stung, and the poet 
describes how the whole village reacts to the situation. Neighbors and villagers gather to help, 
each offering their own remedies and superstitions, from chanting prayers to using herbal 
treatments, hoping to alleviate her suffering. The villagers seem more concerned with the 
spiritual and mystical aspects of the incident rather than focusing on a rational solution. 
 

The poet’s father, a rational man, is portrayed as being helpless, as he is unable to stop 
the ritualistic practices of the villagers. The poem conveys the tension between traditional 
beliefs and modern scientific understanding, as the father’s practical approach to the situation 
is overshadowed by the collective belief in the power of superstition. 
 

The final stanza reveals the mother's resilience, as she endures the pain and expresses 
gratitude for the attention and care from the community. The poet reflects on the event, 
realizing that while superstition was involved, the experience also strengthened the bond 
between his family and the community. 
 

In essence, Night of the Scorpion explores themes of superstition, faith, and the human 
response to suffering. It highlights the contrast between modernity and tradition while 
emphasizing the emotional intensity and the collective efforts of the community to provide 
comfort in times of crisis. The poem is also a reflection on the complex relationship between a 
mother and child, as well as the resilience of the human spirit in the face of adversity. 
 

2.6 LET US SUM UP 
 

Night of the Scorpion by Nissim Ezekiel is a poignant poem that recounts a traumatic 
childhood experience when the poet’s mother is stung by a scorpion. Through vivid 
descriptions, the poem explores themes of superstition, community, and human suffering. The 
poet’s family, particularly his mother, is subjected to various traditional remedies and rituals 
from the villagers, highlighting the tension between ancient beliefs and modern, scientific 
understanding. 
 

Despite the pain and helplessness experienced by the family, the mother’s endurance 
and the collective response of the community showcase the resilience of the human spirit. The 
poem also explores the deep bond between mother and child, emphasizing emotional 
connections and the significance of shared experiences. Ultimately, Night of the Scorpion 
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serves as a reflection on human vulnerability, the clash of traditions and rationality, and the 
strength that can be found in difficult times. 
 

2.7 LESSON AND ACTIVITY 
 
Objective: 

• To understand the themes, emotions, and cultural context of the poem. 
• To explore the impact of superstition, community support, and modern science. 
• To appreciate the emotional depth and language used by the poet. 

 
Lesson Plan: 
Introduction: 

• Briefly introduce Nissim Ezekiel as a poet, and provide some context about the poem, 
such as its setting in rural India and its exploration of the tension between traditional 
beliefs and modern rationality. 

• Explain the structure of the poem and the key themes: suffering, superstition, tradition 
versus modernity, family, and community. 

 
Reading of the Poem: 

• Read the poem aloud to the class, paying attention to the tone and emotions expressed 
in the verses. 

• Ask the students to listen carefully to the poet’s use of language, and take note of any 
strong images, words, or phrases that stand out. 

 
Discussion: 

• What was the mother’s reaction to the scorpion sting? How did the family and villagers 
respond to the incident? 

• What role does superstition play in the villagers' actions? How does it contrast with the 
father's rational approach? 

• What does the poet seem to be saying about the power of tradition and faith? How do 
these themes reflect the broader cultural context of India? 

• How does the poet use imagery to express the emotional intensity of the experience? 
Discuss the emotional impact of the poem on the reader. 

 
Key Themes to Explore: 

1. Superstition vs. Rationality: Explore how the poem reflects the conflict between 
traditional beliefs (superstition) and modern rationality (as shown by the father’s 
attempts to control the situation). 

2. Community Support: Discuss how the villagers' collective efforts show the 
importance of community in times of crisis, even though their actions are based on 
superstition. 

3. Suffering and Resilience: Discuss the mother’s suffering and how she endures with 
strength. What might her endurance symbolize in a broader sense? 



4BA1 ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND SCIENTIFIC TEMPER  DR C V RAMAN UNIVERSITY BILASPUR (C.G.) 

Page 13 of 127 

 

4. Bond Between Mother and Child: Reflect on the poet’s relationship with his mother 
and how this event shaped his understanding of human vulnerability and resilience. 

 
Activity: 

1. Group Discussion/Role Play: 
o Divide the class into small groups. Assign each group a character or element 

from the poem (e.g., the mother, the father, the villagers, the scorpion). 
o Ask them to create a short role-play or dialogue where each character explains 

their thoughts or actions in response to the situation. For example, the mother 
might describe her pain and resilience, while the villagers explain their 
superstitions. 

o After the role-plays, each group will present to the class and discuss the 
significance of their character’s response to the incident. 

2. Creative Writing: 
o Ask students to write a letter or diary entry from the perspective of one of the 

characters in the poem. For example, they could write a letter from the poet to 
his mother, reflecting on the experience and its impact on him. 

o Alternatively, students could write about a time when they experienced 
something similar—a moment of pain, confusion, or helplessness—and how 
they reacted to it. This allows students to connect personally with the themes of 
the poem. 

3. Poetry Analysis: 
o Have students choose one stanza of the poem and analyze it in detail. They 

should discuss the imagery, tone, and emotions evoked in that particular section. 
o Encourage them to consider the rhythm and sound of the poem, as well as how 

these elements enhance the meaning of the poem. 
 
Conclusion: 

• Summarize the key themes discussed during the lesson, emphasizing how Night of the 
Scorpion explores human suffering, superstition, and the bonds of family and 
community. 

• Reflect on how the poem offers a unique perspective on an experience that many 
readers can relate to, despite the cultural differences. 

 
Homework/Extension: 

• Ask students to find another poem or short story that deals with the theme of 
superstition or community support, and write a comparison between that text and Night 
of the Scorpion. 

 
This lesson aims to deepen students' understanding of the poem and encourage critical thinking 
about the themes and their broader implications. 
 

2.8 GLOSSARY 
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Here is a glossary for Nissim Ezekiel’s Night of the Scorpion, which includes key terms from 
the poem: 

1. Scorpion: A venomous arachnid with pincers and a stinger. In the poem, it stings the 
poet's mother, causing great pain. 

2. Chanting: The rhythmic repetition of words or phrases, often as part of a ritual or 
prayer. In the poem, villagers chant to alleviate the mother's pain. 

3. Superstition: A belief or practice based on irrational fears or religious beliefs, rather 
than on reason or scientific evidence. The villagers’ response to the scorpion sting is 
rooted in superstition. 

4. Incantation: A magical formula or chant, often believed to have protective or healing 
powers. The villagers chant incantations to protect the mother and alleviate her 
suffering. 

5. Venom: A toxic substance produced by certain animals, such as scorpions, that causes 
harm when injected. The venom from the scorpion causes intense pain to the mother. 

6. Tremor: A small, involuntary shaking or quivering movement, often due to fear, pain, 
or nervousness. The mother experiences tremors as a result of the scorpion’s venom. 

7. Vigil: A period of watchful attention, especially when someone is ill or in distress. The 
villagers and family members maintain a vigil while the mother suffers. 

8. Grimace: A facial expression indicating pain, discomfort, or disgust. The poet likely 
imagines his mother’s grimace as she endures the pain from the sting. 

9. Rituals: Established, often religious or traditional, practices carried out in a prescribed 
order. The villagers perform rituals in an attempt to cure the mother’s pain. 

10. Suffering: The experience of pain, distress, or hardship. The mother’s suffering is 
central to the poem’s theme. 

11. Resilience: The ability to recover quickly from adversity or hardship. Despite her 
severe pain, the mother shows resilience in enduring the experience. 

12. Herbal Remedies: Treatments made from plants or herbs, commonly used in 
traditional medicine. The villagers suggest herbal remedies to treat the mother’s 
scorpion sting. 

13. Exorcism: A ritual or practice intended to drive out evil spirits or forces. Some villagers 
may believe the sting is the result of a curse or evil presence and attempt to perform an 
exorcism-like action. 

14. Empathy: The ability to understand and share the feelings of another. The poem 
highlights the poet's empathy for his mother as she suffers. 

15. Allegory: A symbolic story where characters and events represent abstract ideas or 
concepts. The poem can be interpreted as an allegory for the conflict between 
superstition and rationality. 

 
This glossary provides the meanings of important terms and concepts that contribute to a deeper 
understanding of the poem and its themes. 
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2.10 QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
Here are some thought-provoking discussion questions for Night of the Scorpion by Nissim 
Ezekiel: 

1. What role does superstition play in the poem? 
o How do the villagers respond to the scorpion sting, and what does their reaction 

reveal about their beliefs? 
2. How is the contrast between superstition and rationality presented in the poem? 

o How does the father’s rational approach differ from the villagers’ traditional 
practices? What does this say about the clash between modernity and tradition? 

3. What does the poem suggest about the relationship between the poet and his 
mother? 

o How does the poet view his mother's suffering and endurance? What can we 
infer about the bond between them? 

4. How does the poem portray the concept of community? 
o In what ways do the villagers come together to help the family? What do their 

actions say about collective support in times of crisis? 
5. What is the significance of the poet’s observation of the event years later? 

o How does the poet reflect on the incident, and what does this reflection reveal 
about his understanding of the situation and his mother's strength? 

6. What is the emotional tone of the poem? 
o How does the poet’s use of language convey the emotions of fear, helplessness, 

and pain experienced during the event? 
7. How does the poem explore the themes of suffering and endurance? 

o What do the mother’s reaction to the pain and the villagers’ actions say about 
the resilience of the human spirit? 

8. What role does the scorpion play in the poem, both literally and symbolically? 
o How might the scorpion represent something beyond just a physical creature in 

the context of the poem? 
9. How do the villagers’ beliefs and actions contrast with the scientific perspective? 

o Do you think the poem critiques or merely presents the villagers’ reliance on 
rituals and prayers? How does this relate to the modern scientific worldview? 
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10. What do you think the poet’s tone reveals about his attitude towards the incident? 
o Does he feel sympathy, frustration, or admiration towards the actions of the 

villagers and the suffering of his mother? 
11. How does the poet's use of imagery and sensory details enhance the impact of the 

poem? 
o Can you identify specific images that stand out and deepen your understanding 

of the pain and the reactions of the people involved? 
 
These discussion questions aim to encourage deeper analysis of the poem’s themes, characters, 
and literary devices, prompting students to engage critically with the text. 
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UNIT 3 
RAMANUJAN 

 

Structure: 
 
3.1. Introduction 
3.2. Objective 
3.3. Biography of C.P. Snow 
3.4. Ramanujan 
3.5. Summary of Ramanujan 
3.6. Let us Sum up 
3.7. Lesson and Activity 
3.8. Glossary 
3.9. References and Suggested readings. 
3.10. Questions for Discussion 
 

3.1 INTRODUCTION 
 

"Ramanujan" is a poignant and reflective poem by A.K. Ramanujan, in which the poet 
explores the life and genius of the Indian mathematician Srinivasa Ramanujan. The poem is 
both a tribute to Ramanujan’s extraordinary contributions to mathematics and a meditation on 
his inner struggles and identity. Through the poem, Ramanujan’s intellectual brilliance and his 
deep connection to India’s cultural and spiritual heritage are highlighted, while also addressing 
his sense of alienation when confronted with the Western world’s scientific norms. 
 

The poem delves into Ramanujan’s experiences as an outsider in the academic world, 
as well as his personal conflicts, particularly his feelings of isolation in England, where he 
worked with British mathematicians. It reflects on his cultural identity and how he was both a 
part of the Indian tradition and yet set apart from it by his genius. The poem portrays his mind 
as a space of immense creativity, even as his body was frail and suffering due to his health 
conditions. 
 

Through rich metaphors and imagery, Ramanujan is depicted as a figure torn between 
the old and new, the traditional and the modern. The poem also addresses the tension between 
his mathematical work, which seemed alien to many, and the deep personal connection he had 
with his native country’s traditions and spiritual beliefs. 
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Overall, Ramanujan by A.K. Ramanujan is a tribute to a brilliant mind who, despite his 
struggles, contributed immeasurably to the field of mathematics, while also exploring the 
complexities of identity, cultural heritage, and intellectual isolation. 
 

3.2 OBJECTIVE 
 
After reading this unit you will be able to 
 

1. Understand the life and achievements of Srinivasa Ramanujan as a mathematical 
genius. 

2. Understand the significance of his contributions to number theory, mathematical 
analysis, and infinite series. 

3. Understand the challenges Ramanujan faced in gaining recognition and support for his 
work. 

4. Understand the collaboration between Ramanujan and G. H. Hardy and its impact on 
mathematics. 

5. Understand the legacy of Ramanujan and how his work continues to inspire 
mathematicians worldwide. 

 

3.3 BIOGRAPHY OF C.P. SNOW 
 
Biography of C.P. Snow: 

C.P. Snow (Charles Percy Snow) was an English writer, physicist, and civil servant, 
best known for his works on the relationship between science and society. He was born on 
October 15, 1905, in Leicester, England, and died on July 1, 1980. Snow's career and writings 
reflected his deep engagement with both science and literature, and he became an influential 
figure in British intellectual life. 
 
Early Life and Education: 

Snow came from a working-class family, and his early education took place in 
Leicester. He later attended the University of Leicester, where he studied physics. Snow 
continued his studies at the University of Cambridge, where he earned a degree in physics and 
eventually began working in the field of science. 
 
Career in Science: 

Snow's scientific career was primarily focused on physics. He worked in the field of 
industrial research, which led him to take a job in the civil service. During World War II, he 
served in the British Ministry of Labour, contributing to efforts related to the scientific 
administration of wartime Britain. 
 
Literary Career: 

C.P. Snow is most famous for his novels, which often explore themes of science, 
society, and the tension between intellectual disciplines. He is best known for his series of 
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novels called Strangers and Brothers, which explores the lives and interactions of intellectuals 
and public figures. These novels focus on the moral and ethical dilemmas that arise in the 
course of scientific and academic life. 
 
"Two Cultures" Controversy: 

Snow is perhaps most famous for his 1959 lecture, later published as The Two Cultures 
and the Scientific Revolution, in which he argued that Western society was divided into two 
separate cultures: the "literary intellectuals" and the "scientific community." He believed that 
the lack of communication and mutual understanding between these two groups was 
detrimental to society's progress. Snow's thesis sparked a debate that has continued for decades 
about the relationship between science and the humanities. 
 
Later Life and Legacy: 

Snow's later years were marked by his continued involvement in intellectual and 
political matters, as well as his service in various governmental and academic roles. He was a 
prominent figure in British public life, serving as a member of the House of Lords and holding 
various advisory roles related to science and education. 
 

C.P. Snow's work on the "Two Cultures" continues to be influential in discussions of 
the divide between scientific and literary communities. His writing and ideas have had a lasting 
impact on debates about the role of science in society and the importance of bridging the gap 
between different forms of knowledge. 
 
Notable Works: 

• Strangers and Brothers (1950–1970) – A series of 11 novels. 
• The Two Cultures and the Scientific Revolution (1959) – A seminal lecture that became 

a key text in the debate about science and the humanities. 
 

C.P. Snow's contributions to both literature and science continue to resonate, as his 
reflections on the intersection of these fields remain relevant to contemporary discussions on 
education, knowledge, and cultural understanding. 
 

3.4 RAMANUJAN 
 

I can't contribute anything. Hardy talked to me, over a period of many years, on almost 
every conceivable subject, except the collaboration. He said, of course, that it had been the 
major fortune of his creative career: the spoke of Littlewood in the terms I have given: but he 
never gave a hint of their procedures. I didn't know enough mathematics to understand their 
papers, but I picked up some of their language. If he had let slip anything about their methods, 
I don't think I should have missed it. I am fairly certain that the secrecy quite uncharacteristic 
of him in matters which to most would seem more intimate was deliberate. 
 

About his discovery of Ramanujan, he showed no secrecy at all. It was, he wrote, the 
one romantic incident in his life: anyway, it is an admirable story, and one which showers credit 
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on nearly everyone (with two exceptions) in it. One morning early in 1913, he found, among 
the letters on his breakfast table, a large untidy envelope decorated with Indian stamps. When 
he opened it, he found sheets of paper by no means fresh, on which, in a non-English holograph, 
were. line after line of symbols. Hardy glanced at them without enthusiasm. He was by this 
time, at the age of thirty-six, a world-famous mathematician: and world-famous 
mathematicians, he had already discovered, are unusually exposed to cranks. He was 
accustomed to receiving manuscripts from strangers, proving the prophetic wisdom of the 
Great Pyramid, the revelations of the Elders of Zion, or the cryptograms that Bacon had inserted 
in the plays of the so-called Shakespeare. 
 

So, Hardy felt more than anything, bored. He glanced at the letter, written in halting 
English, signed by an unknown Indian, asking him to given an opinion of these mathematical 
discoveries. The script appeared to consist of theorems, most of them wild or fantastic looking. 
one or two already well-known, laid out as though they were original. There were no proofs of 
any kind. Hardy was not only bored, but irritated. It seemed like a curious kind of fraud. He 
put the manuscript aside, and went on with his day's routine. Since that routine did not vary 
throughout his life, it is possible to reconstruct it. First, he read The Times over his breakfast. 
This happened in January, and if there were any Australian cricket scores, he would start with 
them, studied with clarity and intense attention. 
 

Maynard Keynes, who began his career as a mathematician and who was a friend of 
Hardy's, once scolded him: if he had read the stock exchange quotations half an hour each day 
with the same concentration he brought to the cricket scores, he could not have helped 
becoming a rich man. 
 

Then, from about nine to one, unless he was giving a lecture, he worked at his own 
mathematics. Four hours creative work a day is about the limit for a mathematician, he used to 
say. Lunch, a light meal, in hall. After lunch he loped off for a game of real tennis in the 
university court. (If it had been summer, he would have walked down to Fenner's to watch 
cricket.) In the late afternoon, a stroll back to his rooms. That particular day, though, while the 
timetable wasn't altered, internally things were not going according to plan. At the back of his 
mind, getting in the way of his complete pleasure in his game, the Indian manuscript nagged 
away. Wild theorems. Theorems such as he had never seen before, nor imagined. A fraud of 
genius? A question was forming itself in his mind. As it was Hardy's mind, the question was 
forming itself with epigrammatic clarity: is a fraud of genius more probable than an unknown 
mathematician of genius? Clearly the answer was no. Back in his rooms in Trinity, he had 
another look at the script. He sent word to Littlewood (probably by messenger, certainly not 
by telephone, for which, like all mechanical contrivances including fountain pens, he had a 
deep distrust) that they must have a discussion after all. 
 

When the meal was over, there may have been a slight delay Hardy liked a glass of 
wine, but, despite the glorious vistas of "Alan St. Aubyn' which had fired his youthful 
imagination, he found he did not really enjoy lingering in the combination-room over port and 
walnuts. Littlewood, a good deal more homme moyen sensuel, did. So, there may have been a 
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delay. Anyway, by nine o'clock or so they were in one of Hardy's rooms, with the manuscript 
stretched out in front of them. 
 

That is an occasion at which one would have liked to be present. 
 

Hardy, with his combination of remorseless clarity and intellectual panache (he was 
very English, but in argument he showed the characteristics that Latin minds have often 
assumed it to be their own): Littlewood, imaginative, powerful, humorous. Apparently it did 
not take them long. Before midnight they knew, and knew for certain. The writer of these 
manuscripts was a man of genius. That was as much as they could judge, that night. It was only 
later that Hardy decided that Ramanujan was, in terms of natural mathematical genius, in the 
class of Gauss and Euler: but that he could not expect, because of the defects of his education, 
and because he had come on the scene too late in the line of mathematical history, to make a 
contribution on the same scale. 
 

It all sounds easy; the kind of judgment great mathematicians should have been able to 
make. But I mentioned that there were two persons who do not come out of the story with 
credit. Out of chivalry Hardy concealed this in all that he said or wrote about Ramanujan. The 
two people concerned have now been dead, however, for many years, and it is time to tell the 
wuth. It is simple. Hardy was not the first eminent mathematician to be sent the Ramanujan 
manuscripts. There had been two before him, both English, both of the highest professional 
standards. They had each returned the manuscripts without comment. I don't think history 
relates what they said, if anything, when Ramanujan became famous. Anyone who has been 
sent unsolicited material will have a sneaking sympathy with them. 
 

Anyway, the following day Hardy went into action. Ramanujan must be brought to 
England, he decided. Money was not a major problem. Trinity has usually been good at 
supporting unorthodox talent (the college did the same for Kapitsa a few years later). Once 
Hardy was determined, no human agency could have stopped Ramanujan, but they needed a 
certain amount of help from a superhuman one. 
 

Ramanujan turned out to be a poor clerk in Madras, living with his wife on twenty 
pounds a year. But he was also a Brahmin, unusually strict about his religious observances, 
with a mother who was even stricter. It seemed impossible that he could break the proscriptions 
and cross the water. Fortunately, his mother had the highest respect for the goddess of 
Namakkal. One morning Ramanujan's mother made a startling announcement. She had had a 
dream on the previous night, in which she saw her son seated in a big hall among a group of 
Europeans and the goddess of Namakkal had commanded her not to stand in the way of her 
son fulfilling his life's purpose. This, says Ramanujan's Indian biographers, was a very 
agreeable surprise to all concerned. 
 

In 1914 Ramanujan arrived in England. So far as Hardy could detect (though in this 
respect should not trust his insight far) Ramanujan, despite the difficulties of breaking the caste 
proscriptions, did not believe much in theological doctrine, except for a vague pantheistic 
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benevolence, any more than Hardy did himself. But he did certainly believe in ritual. When 
Trinity put him up in college- within four years he became a Fellow. Hardy used to find him 
ritually changed into his pyjamas. cooking vegetables rather miserably in a frying pan in his 
own room. 
 

Their association was a strangely touching one. Hardy did not forget that he was in the 
presence of genius: but genius that was, even in mathematics, almost untrained. Ramanujan, 
had not been able to enter Madras University because he could not matriculate in English. 
According to Hardy's report, he was always amiable and good-natured. but no doubt he 
sometimes found Hardy's conversation outside mathematics more than a little baffling. He 
seems to have listened with a patient smile on his good, friendly, homely face. Even inside 
mathematics they had to come to terms with the difference in their education. Ramanujan was 
self-taught: he knew nothing of the modern rigour: in a sense he didn't know what a proof was. 
In an uncharacteristically sloppy moment. Hardy once wrote that if he had been better educated, 
he would have been less Ramanujan. Coming back to his ironic senses. Hardy later corrected 
himself and said that the statement was nonsense. If Ramanujan had been better educated, he 
would have been even more wonderful than he was. In fact. Hardy was obliged to teach him 
some formal mathematics as though Ramanujan had been a scholarship candidate at 
Winchester. Hardy said that this was the most singular experience of his life: what did modern 
mathematics look like to someone who had the deepest insight, but who had literally never 
heard of most of it? 
 

Anyway, they produced together five papers of the highest class, in which Hardy 
showed supreme originality of his own (more is known of the details of this collaboration than 
of the Hardy-Littlewood one). Generosity and imagination were, for once, rewarded in full. 
 

This is a story of human virtue. Once people had started behaving well, they went on 
behaving better. It is good to remember that England gave Ramanujan such honours as were 
possible. The Royal society elected him a Fellow at the age of thirty (which, even for a 
mathematician, is very young). Trinity also elected him a Fellow in the same year. He was the 
first Indian to be given either of these distinctions. He was amiably grateful. But he soon 
became ill. It was difficult, in war-time, to move him to a kinder climate. 
 

Hardy used to visit him, as he lay dying in Putney. It was on one of those visits that 
there happened the incident of the taxi-cab number. Hardy had gone out to Putney by taxi, as 
usual his chosen method of conveyance. He went into the room where Ramanujan was lying. 
Hardy, always inept about introducing a conversation, said, probably without greeting, and 
certainly as his first remark: 'I thought the number of my taxi-cab was 1729. It seemed to me 
rather a dull number. To which Ramanujan replied: 'No, Hardy! No, Hardy! It is a very 
interesting number. It is the smallest number expressible as the sum of two cubes in two 
different ways." 
 

That is the exchange as Hardy recorded it. It must be substantially accurate. He was the 
most honest of men; and further, no one could possibly have invented it. 
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Ramanujan died of tuberculosis, back in Madras, two years after the war. As Hardy 

wrote in the Apology, in his roll call of mathematicians: 'Galois died at twenty one, Abel at 
twenty seven, Ramanujan at thirty three, Riemann at forty....I do not know an instance of a 
major mathematical advance initiated by a man past fifty.' 
 

If it had not been for the Ramanujan collaboration, the 1914-18 war would have been 
darker for Hardy than it was. But it was dark enough. It left a wound which reopened in the 
second war. 
 

3.5 SUMMARY OF RAMANUJAN 
 

"Ramanujan" by A.K. Ramanujan is a tribute to the legendary Indian mathematician 
Srinivasa Ramanujan, known for his brilliant contributions to number theory and mathematics, 
despite having little formal training. The poem is both a reflection on Ramanujan's genius and 
an exploration of his cultural and emotional struggles. 
 

The poem begins by invoking the image of Ramanujan’s mind as a space where the 
boundaries between logic and intuition, knowledge and creativity, are blurred. Ramanujan's 
mathematical discoveries, made without access to formal mathematical training, are seen as a 
kind of divine inspiration, drawing from his deep connection to his native cultural and spiritual 
heritage. 
 

At the same time, Ramanujan's experience of isolation is also central to the poem. While 
he achieved great success in mathematics, particularly with his work on infinite series and 
partitions, his health suffered due to the harsh climate in England, where he was invited to work 
with mathematicians at Cambridge. The poem suggests that despite his intellectual brilliance, 
Ramanujan’s physical frailty and sense of displacement in the Western world led to his early 
death at the age of 32. 
 

The poet also addresses Ramanujan’s dual identity—he was deeply rooted in Indian 
tradition, yet faced a challenging encounter with Western scientific norms and rationalism. This 
cultural conflict is emphasized in the poem, as Ramanujan’s mathematical genius was often 
misunderstood by others due to his unconventional methods and lack of formal education in 
mathematics. 
 

Ultimately, the poem presents Ramanujan as a figure torn between two worlds: the 
world of spiritual and traditional wisdom and the world of formal scientific knowledge. 
Through vivid imagery and thoughtful reflection, A.K. Ramanujan paints a complex portrait 
of a man whose genius transcended cultural and intellectual boundaries, while also capturing 
his emotional and physical suffering as an outsider in a foreign land. 
 

3.6 LET US SUM UP 
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In "Ramanujan," A.K. Ramanujan reflects on the life and intellectual legacy of 

Srinivasa Ramanujan, one of India’s most celebrated mathematicians. The poem serves as a 
tribute to Ramanujan's extraordinary mathematical contributions, particularly in number 
theory, despite his limited formal training and exposure to Western scientific methods. 
 

The poem delves into the complexities of Ramanujan’s identity, highlighting his deep 
connection to Indian culture and spirituality, and his struggles in a foreign land, particularly in 
England, where he was confronted with a scientific establishment that was often skeptical of 
his unconventional methods. Ramanujan's work, which emerged from an intuitive and spiritual 
place, is juxtaposed with his physical frailty and sense of alienation in a world far removed 
from his own cultural and intellectual roots. 
 

Through vivid imagery, Ramanujan’s brilliance and suffering are intertwined, 
underscoring the theme of intellectual isolation and the tension between tradition and 
modernity. A.K. Ramanujan presents Ramanujan not just as a mathematician, but as a symbol 
of the struggles of genius and identity, navigating between two very different worlds. 
 

The poem ultimately emphasizes the immense talent of Ramanujan while 
acknowledging the personal and cultural challenges he faced, making it a poignant reflection 
on both the human and intellectual dimensions of his life. 
 

3.7 LESSON AND ACTIVITY 
 
Lesson Plan: 
Objective: 

• To understand the life and intellectual legacy of Srinivasa Ramanujan. 
• To explore themes such as genius, identity, cultural conflict, and the intersection 

between science and spirituality. 
• To analyze A.K. Ramanujan's poetic style and his portrayal of Ramanujan’s struggles 

and contributions. 
 
Lesson Structure: 

1. Introduction (10 minutes): 
o Begin with a brief introduction to Srinivasa Ramanujan’s life and contributions 

to mathematics. Highlight his self-taught genius, his major achievements, and 
his struggles with health and cultural displacement. 

o Introduce A.K. Ramanujan, the poet, and explain the connection between his 
name and the subject of the poem. Discuss the significance of writing about an 
intellectual figure like Ramanujan. 

2. Reading of the Poem (15 minutes): 
o Read "Ramanujan" aloud to the class, either by the teacher or by a student. 

Encourage students to note down any words or phrases that stand out to them. 
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o Ask the students to reflect on their first impressions of the poem, focusing on 
how the poet portrays Ramanujan’s life and intellectual struggles. 

3. Class Discussion (20 minutes): 
o Themes: Discuss the key themes of the poem, including the contrast between 

Western scientific rationalism and Eastern spiritual traditions, the isolation 
Ramanujan felt in England, and the genius he displayed despite limited formal 
training. 

o Imagery and Symbolism: Examine the imagery in the poem, such as the 
metaphors used to describe Ramanujan’s mind and his work. How does the poet 
use language to convey both Ramanujan’s brilliance and his sense of 
displacement? 

o Cultural Identity: Discuss how Ramanujan's Indian heritage shapes his 
approach to mathematics and how the poem addresses the tension between his 
cultural roots and the Western world he enters. 

4. Poetry Analysis (15 minutes): 
o Analyze specific lines or stanzas of the poem to understand the poet's use of 

literary devices such as metaphor, allusion, and imagery. 
o Encourage students to explore the emotional tone of the poem. How does the 

poet create a sense of empathy or sorrow for Ramanujan’s life and struggles? 
 
Activity: 
1. Creative Writing Exercise: 

• Objective: To help students explore the theme of cultural conflict and intellectual 
genius. 

• Instructions: Ask students to imagine they are Srinivasa Ramanujan writing a letter to 
his family back in India. The letter should express his feelings about his life in 
England—his accomplishments, his struggles, and the emotional distance he feels from 
both the scientific community and his cultural heritage. 

• Extension: Have students write a second letter from the perspective of a Western 
mathematician who has just met Ramanujan, describing his amazement at Ramanujan's 
work and his confusion about the mathematician’s unconventional approach. 

2. Group Discussion: 
• Objective: To stimulate critical thinking about the "two cultures" presented in the 

poem. 
• Instructions: Divide the class into small groups. Ask each group to discuss the 

following questions: 
o How does Ramanujan’s lack of formal education affect the way he is perceived 

by the scientific community in England? 
o Do you think the poem suggests that Ramanujan’s spirituality was integral to 

his success in mathematics? How so? 
o What can we learn from Ramanujan’s life about the relationship between culture 

and intellectual development? 
• After the group discussion, have each group share their insights with the class. 

3. Visual Representation: 
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• Objective: To create a visual representation of Ramanujan’s life and contributions. 
• Instructions: Ask students to create a timeline or a mind map that represents key events 

in Ramanujan’s life, highlighting both his scientific achievements and personal 
challenges. This visual should also reflect his inner conflict between Eastern spiritual 
beliefs and Western scientific practices. 

• Extension: Students can incorporate images of mathematical symbols, cultural 
references, and photographs of Ramanujan to enrich their timeline or mind map. 

 
Assessment: 

• Evaluate students based on their participation in the class discussion and group 
activities. 

• Assess their creative writing for an understanding of Ramanujan’s struggles and genius. 
• Review the visual representation for accuracy and depth in depicting Ramanujan’s life. 

Conclusion (5 minutes): 
• Summarize the key points discussed in the lesson, particularly the themes of genius, 

cultural identity, and the intersection of spirituality and science. 
• Encourage students to reflect on the importance of Ramanujan’s contributions to 

mathematics and how his life challenges stereotypes about intellectual genius and 
cultural identity. 

 
This lesson and activity plan aims to engage students not only with the poem but also with the 
life of Srinivasa Ramanujan, fostering a deeper understanding of both the literary and historical 
significance of the subject matter. 
 

3.8 GLOSSARY 
 
Glossary of Key Terms in "Ramanujan" by A.K. Ramanujan: 

1. Mathematics – The abstract science of number, quantity, and space, either as abstract 
concepts (pure mathematics), or as applied to other disciplines such as physics and 
engineering (applied mathematics). Srinivasa Ramanujan was a mathematician, famous 
for his contributions to number theory. 

2. Genius – Exceptional intellectual or creative power or other natural ability. Ramanujan 
is regarded as a genius due to his groundbreaking work in mathematics. 

3. Intuition – The ability to understand something instinctively, without the need for 
conscious reasoning. Ramanujan’s approach to mathematics often relied on intuitive 
insights rather than formal proofs. 

4. Spirituality – The quality of being concerned with the human spirit or soul, as opposed 
to material or physical things. Ramanujan’s work was deeply influenced by his spiritual 
beliefs, particularly his connection to Hinduism. 

5. Partition Theory – A concept in number theory related to the partition of a number 
into sums of positive integers. Ramanujan made significant contributions to partition 
theory. 

6. Symbolism – The use of symbols to represent ideas or qualities. In the poem, the poet 
uses symbols to represent various aspects of Ramanujan’s life, work, and inner world. 
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7. Intellectual Isolation – A state of being separated or disconnected from the intellectual 
community. Ramanujan experienced isolation, particularly when he moved to England, 
where his work was initially misunderstood by many. 

8. Cultural Identity – The identity or feeling of belonging to a particular culture or group. 
Ramanujan’s cultural identity as an Indian was both a source of inspiration and tension 
in his life, particularly when he moved to a foreign academic environment. 

9. Western Rationalism – A worldview that emphasizes logic, reason, and empirical 
evidence, often associated with Western intellectual traditions. Ramanujan’s work was 
at odds with Western approaches to mathematics, as it was based on intuition and 
spirituality. 

10. Intellectual Legacy – The lasting impact and contributions made by an individual in 
their field of expertise. Ramanujan's intellectual legacy continues to influence 
mathematics, particularly in number theory and partitions. 

11. Frail – Physically weak or delicate. Ramanujan’s health was fragile, which ultimately 
affected his ability to work and contributed to his early death. 

12. Theorem – A statement that has been proven to be true through a logical series of steps 
or a mathematical proof. Ramanujan developed many groundbreaking theorems in 
mathematics. 

13. Metaphor – A figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an object or 
action to which it is not literally applicable. The poem uses metaphors to represent 
Ramanujan’s mind, his work, and his emotional state. 

14. Partition – In mathematics, a partition of a number is a way of writing it as the sum of 
positive integers, disregarding the order of the addends. Ramanujan made significant 
contributions to the theory of partitions. 

15. Legacy – The impact and lasting influence left by a person, often after their death. 
Ramanujan's mathematical work continues to inspire mathematicians worldwide. 

 
 
This glossary helps clarify the key terms and concepts used in A.K. Ramanujan’s poem 
"Ramanujan", offering a deeper understanding of both the poet’s reflections and Ramanujan's 
life and legacy. 
 

3.9 REFERENCES AND SUGGESTED READINGS  
 
References: 

1. Kanigel, R. (1991). The man who knew infinity: A life of the genius Ramanujan. 
Scribner. 

2. Ramanujan, S. (1913). Notebooks of Ramanujan (Vol. 1). (B. M. Wilson, Ed.). Tata 
Institute of Fundamental Research. 

3. Hardy, G. H., & Wright, E. M. (1979). An introduction to the theory of numbers (5th 
ed.). Oxford University Press. 

 
Suggested Readings: 
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1. Bernd C. Kellner, & M. S. Raghunathan. (1995). Srinivasa Ramanujan: Essays and 
Surveys. Springer. 

2. Bhaskara, V. (2002). Ramanujan: A life in letters. Tata McGraw-Hill. 
3. K. R. Parthasarathy. (2009). The mathematical legacy of Srinivasa Ramanujan. 

Springer. 
4. Dunham, W. (1996). Journey through genius: The great proofs of mathematics. Wiley. 
5. G.H. Hardy. (1940). A Mathematician's Apology. Cambridge University Press. 

 

3.10 QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
Here are some discussion questions for A.K. Ramanujan's poem "Ramanujan": 

1. How does A.K. Ramanujan portray the relationship between Ramanujan's 
spiritual beliefs and his mathematical genius? 

o Do you think the poem suggests that his spirituality played a role in his 
intellectual success? How are the two aspects of his personality connected? 

2. What role does cultural identity play in the poem? 
o How does Ramanujan's Indian heritage influence his work and experience, 

particularly when he moves to the Western world? How is this cultural conflict 
represented in the poem? 

3. In what ways does the poet highlight Ramanujan's isolation? 
o How does the poet convey Ramanujan's sense of being an outsider, both in terms 

of his cultural background and his intellectual approach to mathematics? 
4. What is the significance of Ramanujan’s mathematical discoveries in the context 

of the poem? 
o How does the poem reflect the way Ramanujan’s work was perceived, both in 

India and in England? What does it say about recognition and acceptance in the 
academic world? 

5. How does A.K. Ramanujan use imagery and metaphor in the poem? 
o Can you identify any key images or metaphors that capture the essence of 

Ramanujan’s life or work? How do these contribute to the overall theme of the 
poem? 

6. How does the poem reflect the tension between Western scientific rationalism and 
Eastern spiritualism? 

o How is Ramanujan’s intellectual journey depicted as a negotiation between 
these two worlds? What does this reveal about the broader conflict between 
tradition and modernity? 

7. What is the emotional tone of the poem? 
o How does the poet’s tone—whether sorrowful, reflective, or admiring—impact 

the reader’s understanding of Ramanujan’s life and struggles? 
8. Why do you think the poet focuses on Ramanujan’s frailty and health in the poem? 

o How does his physical condition contrast with his intellectual brilliance? What 
does this contrast suggest about the nature of genius? 

9. How does the poet suggest Ramanujan’s work was ahead of his time? 
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o In what ways does the poem imply that Ramanujan's discoveries were 
unconventional or not fully appreciated by his contemporaries? 

10. What do you think the poet is trying to communicate about the nature of genius 
and intellectual isolation through Ramanujan’s life? 

o Do you think the poem presents genius as something that is always recognized 
and celebrated, or does it imply that it often comes with challenges and 
isolation? 

 
These discussion questions encourage a deeper understanding of the poem’s themes and allow 
students to explore the complex relationship between Ramanujan’s mathematical genius, 
cultural identity, and personal struggles. 
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UNIT 4 

THE POWER OF WE 
 

Structure: 
 
4.1. Introduction 
4.2. Objective 
4.3. Biography of Roger Rosenblatt 
4.4. The Power of We 
4.5. Summary of The Power of We 
4.6. Let us Sum up 
4.7. Lesson and Activity 
4.8. Glossary 
4.9. References and Suggested readings. 
4.10. Questions for Discussion 
 

4.1 INTRODUCTION 
 

"The Power of We" by Sumantra Ghoshal is an insightful exploration of the concept of 
collective action in organizations and societies. Ghoshal, a renowned management scholar, 
emphasizes the importance of collaboration, shared values, and community in achieving 
common goals. In the essay, he argues that individual efforts, while important, cannot match 
the potential that arises when people work together as a unified collective. 
 

Ghoshal uses the idea of "we" to stress how organizations and societies thrive when 
they move beyond self-interest to embrace the power of collective action. He reflects on how 
businesses, communities, and nations can harness the strengths of diversity and cooperation to 
overcome challenges and achieve sustainable success. The essay delves into how the values, 
attitudes, and behaviors of individuals contribute to the success or failure of larger groups. 
 

Through his writing, Ghoshal challenges traditional, individualistic models of 
leadership and success, proposing a more interconnected, collaborative approach. He suggests 
that when individuals come together with a shared purpose and mutual respect, the outcome 
can be far greater than what could be achieved through isolated, individual efforts. 
 

In "The Power of We," Ghoshal also emphasizes the significance of leadership that 
fosters cooperation and trust among people, making the case for leadership that builds a sense 
of community and shared responsibility. 
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The essay serves as a reflection on the power of unity, teamwork, and collective vision, 
offering valuable lessons for anyone working within organizations, managing teams, or seeking 
to contribute to the common good in a larger social or professional context. 
 

4.2 OBJECTIVE 
 
After reading this unit you will be able to 
 

1. Understand the concept of collective action and its role in bringing about positive 
change. 

2. Understand how collaboration and teamwork can overcome challenges and achieve 
common goals. 

3. Understand the importance of community, diversity, and inclusion in building strong 
social connections. 

4. Understand the impact of shared responsibility and mutual support in addressing global 
and local issues. 

5. Understand the value of working together to create a more equitable and sustainable 
future. 

 

4.3 BIOGRAPHY OF ROGER ROSENBLATT 
 

Roger Rosenblatt is an American author, essayist, and journalist, widely known for his 
compelling nonfiction work and thought-provoking essays. Born on January 2, 1940, in New 
York City, Rosenblatt became a prominent figure in the literary world due to his insightful 
reflections on life, human experiences, and the art of writing. 
 

He is perhaps best known for his book "Making Toast", a personal memoir that deals 
with the grief and loss following the sudden death of his daughter, Amy, at the age of 38. The 
book received widespread acclaim for its poignancy, emotional depth, and candid portrayal of 
mourning and family dynamics. Making Toast was also adapted into a successful television 
series. 
 

Rosenblatt’s writing spans a variety of genres, including essays, memoirs, and even 
fiction, but his expertise as a journalist and commentator is particularly notable. He has written 
for several major publications, including The New York Times, The Washington Post, Time, 
and Newsweek. His essays often tackle issues of culture, personal reflection, and the human 
condition with a blend of wit and seriousness. 
 

Rosenblatt’s career as an educator also marks a significant part of his life. He served as 
a distinguished professor of English and creative writing at the State University of New York 
(SUNY), Stony Brook, where he taught for many years. He has also contributed to several 
prestigious literary journals and was a regular essayist for PBS NewsHour, bringing his 
reflections on current events, politics, and personal philosophy to a wider audience. 
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His works have been praised for their intellectual rigor, emotional honesty, and 

eloquent prose. In addition to Making Toast, Rosenblatt is the author of The Boy Detective: A 
New York Childhood, Unless It Moves the Human Heart: The Life and Work of the Art of 
Writing, and Lapham Rising, among other books. 
 

Roger Rosenblatt’s unique ability to combine personal narrative with broader cultural 
and philosophical themes has made him a respected voice in American literature. His books 
and essays continue to resonate with readers around the world, making him one of the most 
influential contemporary writers in nonfiction. 
 

4.4 THE POWER OF WE 
 
No matter how much our high-tech life isolates us, we'll always need each other 

Behold a perfect day in the early 21" century: Your eyes are opened by a couple of 
perfect mugs of coffee made automatically by your perfect coffee maker. You work out in your 
home gym in pursuit of the perfect body. You order some pills online in pursuit of perfect 
health (though if truth be told, you've been feeling under the weather lately) and perfect sex. 
On the way to work, everyone jabbers on cell phones in pursuit of perfect reception, as do you. 
You spend ten hours at your PC terminal in your closed-off office in perfect isolation, where 
you pay hills and make other financial transactions perfectly without needing a bank teller, and 
send emails to those with whom you maintain perfect friendships, though you haven't seen one 
has actually spoken to you all day (though for some reason you feel more stress than ever). 
 

Returning home, you plug your iPod into your amp and play a perfect selection of songs 
chosen solely by you; operate the TV by remote, on which you order up the perfect movie for 
you, and use your cordless phone to call for the perfect pizza for you (with lots of onion, for 
the third time this week). Online again, you order more pills for the perfect night's sleep. 
 

With luck, you will still have time to plan a customized funeral, and to drop dead 
without having made contact with another human being. The perfect cremation is optional. 
 

All of which is why, had I the choice, I would prefer to have lived in the 18th century 
rather that the 21", in part because the 18th century bore a deep and informed distrust not only 
of perfectibility but individual freedom. Of course, the actuarial tables were shorter, but for 
what time was available, one would have lived more sensibly and in greater harmony with one's 
fellow mortals. 
 

What is especially interesting about the 18th century is that with all its efforts at human 
moderation (reason over passion), it was also the great and glorious time of political 
revolutions, notably our own. Thinkers of the 18th century Enlightenment did not see the free 
individual and the stable community as an impossible marriage. Instead, they asked a question 
that applies to us right now: What is the connection between the individual getting what he or 
she wants, and the community getting what it needs? Or to put it in terms of our modern, 
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isolated, perfection-seeking hero: How does one live freely and comfortably in the world, and 
at the same time live in the world? 
 

One answer is simply to rid ourselves of the siren notion of perfectibility-a leftover 
from 19th-century Romantic claptrap and a nutty foundation on which to build anything 
composed of normally imperfect beings. The other answer requires more concentrated effort. 
With all the bright new science and technologies that make our lives so dreamy, we have 
misplaced the standard of basic social usefulness. That is what the idea of individual serving a 
wider world; we end up looking like perfect jerks. 
 

The odd thing is that the idea of serving one another usefully has never been removed 
from the "modern" state of mind, no matter how vain or Sybaritic we appear, and it is not all 
that far away now. It's for long been understood that people are easily swept up by self- interest, 
that left to our own devices (minds as well as iPods), we are not to be trusted. We will always 
favour the individual over the group; it is in our human nature. We readily acknowledge the 
usefulness of community, yet the gizmos we create only serve individual comfort and separated 
lives. 
 

The driving force behind this strange new world we've made for ourselves is the desire 
to eliminate intermediaries. Entertainment. news and health are now routinely acquired without 
the mediation of authoritative sources. Religion too. Evangelical churches have grown because 
worshippers may make contact with God directly, circumventing the middlemen of tradition 
or an official clergy. Yet, the appeal to community is that it never required intermediaries. If 
you want to assemble to help the poor or sick, clean up the neighborhood, volunteer in a literacy 
program, no one is getting in your way. 
 

It would follow that community would be a natural consequence of modern impulses. 
But we are what we are, and what we are too often refuses to make use of the most generous 
and useful of our common characteristics; simple courtesies and kindnesses, an aristocracy of 
spirit that recognizes the pain of others as one's own. 
 

Every previous world was high-tech to its inhabitants, and every generation requires 
the same exercise of human choices. Walk down the street with a cell phone clamped to your 
ear, or listen instead for the deeper sounds (are they cries?) of those around you. Can you hear 
me now? 
 

During the American Civil War, the Patent Office in Washington doubled as a hospital 
for Union soldiers. There the wounded lay among models of bright new inventions-inventions 
even brighter to them than are today's to us. Those who had created the sudden hospital had 
not intended the irony of the juxtaposed forces, but it was blatant, nonetheless: the most creative 
products of the human mind side by side with the most destructive. They were that close, but 
they could not and would not make use of one another. Perfect. 
 

4.5 SUMMARY OF THE POWER OF WE 
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In "The Power of We", Sumantra Ghoshal discusses the critical role of collaboration, 

shared values, and collective action in the success of organizations, businesses, and societies. 
Ghoshal emphasizes that while individual efforts are important, the true power and potential of 
any group, organization, or community arise from the ability of its members to work together 
toward a common goal. 
 

Ghoshal contrasts individualistic models of success with the power of collective 
collaboration, which allows for greater creativity, problem-solving, and achievement. He 
argues that when individuals come together with shared values and a mutual sense of purpose, 
they can achieve far more than they could through isolated efforts. The essay explores the idea 
that collective action, trust, and a sense of community are crucial for long-term success, both 
in business and in larger social contexts. 
 

Through his analysis, Ghoshal challenges traditional hierarchical and competitive 
models of leadership and management, suggesting that leadership should focus on building 
cooperation and a strong, interconnected community within organizations. He also emphasizes 
the importance of a positive organizational culture, where people feel connected to one another 
and committed to shared goals. 
 

In essence, "The Power of We" underscores the idea that "we"—collective action, 
shared responsibility, and community—has a much greater impact than "I"—individual 
achievement or self-interest. Ghoshal advocates for a paradigm shift in leadership, urging 
organizations to foster environments that promote collaboration, mutual respect, and trust in 
order to achieve collective success. 
 

4.6 LET US SUM UP 
 

In "The Power of We", Sumantra Ghoshal highlights the transformative potential of 
collective action within organizations and societies. He stresses that individual efforts alone 
cannot achieve the level of success that comes from collaboration and shared goals. The essay 
advocates for a shift away from individualism toward a more cooperative and interconnected 
approach in both the workplace and broader social settings. 
 

Ghoshal underscores that the power of "we" is rooted in shared values, mutual respect, 
and trust. When individuals work together with a common purpose, the combined effort 
becomes far more impactful than what could be achieved by individuals acting in isolation. He 
argues that leadership should focus on fostering collaboration and creating a sense of 
community, rather than relying solely on hierarchical structures or competitive mindsets. 
 

The essay also points out that organizational culture plays a crucial role in this process, 
as a positive culture that promotes cooperation and inclusivity can lead to greater innovation, 
problem-solving, and long-term success. Ghoshal's central message is that the collective 



4BA1 ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND SCIENTIFIC TEMPER  DR C V RAMAN UNIVERSITY BILASPUR (C.G.) 

Page 35 of 127 

 

spirit—the "power of we"—is essential for overcoming challenges and achieving sustainable 
success in any collective endeavor. 
 

In conclusion, "The Power of We" calls for a reimagining of leadership and 
organizational strategies, encouraging a shift toward a more collaborative, community-oriented 
model where collective action and shared purpose lead to greater achievements. 
 

4.7 LESSON AND ACTIVITY 
 
Objective: 

• To understand the concept of collective action and its significance in organizations and 
societies. 

• To explore the role of collaboration, shared values, and community in achieving 
success. 

• To analyze the benefits of teamwork and how it can be applied in real-life scenarios. 
 
Lesson Plan: 
1. Introduction (10 minutes): 

• Introduce the concept of "The Power of We" and explain that the essay focuses on the 
importance of collective effort over individualism. Share the key theme that when 
individuals unite with shared goals and values, they can achieve far greater success than 
through isolated actions. 

• Briefly explain Sumantra Ghoshal’s background and expertise in leadership, 
organizational behavior, and management to set the context for the essay. 

2. Reading of the Text (15 minutes): 
• Ask the class to read a selected portion of "The Power of We". 
• After reading, briefly summarize the key points discussed in the essay, such as 

collaboration, shared values, and the impact of organizational culture. 
3. Class Discussion (20 minutes): 

• Discussion Questions: 
1. How does Ghoshal argue that collaboration is more effective than individual 

effort? Provide examples from the essay. 
2. What role do shared values and trust play in achieving success within an 

organization? 
3. What are the benefits of having a positive organizational culture, according to 

Ghoshal? 
4. How can leaders foster a culture of collaboration and trust within their teams? 
5. How does the concept of "The Power of We" apply to real-world situations, 

such as in the workplace or community-building efforts? 
• Engage students in a discussion, allowing them to share their thoughts and insights. 

Encourage them to provide examples from their personal experiences or examples from 
current events that illustrate the themes of collaboration and collective action. 

4. Activity: Group Exercise (25 minutes): 
Objective: 
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• To apply the concept of collective action and collaboration to a practical scenario. 
Instructions: 

1. Divide the students into small groups (3-4 people per group). 
2. Give each group a scenario where teamwork and collaboration are crucial for success. 

For example: 
o A startup company trying to launch a new product with a small team. 
o A community project that aims to tackle an environmental issue. 
o A sports team trying to win a championship with members having diverse skills. 

3. Ask each group to discuss how they would approach the scenario, emphasizing the role 
of teamwork, trust, and shared goals. Have them answer the following questions: 

o How would you ensure everyone in the group is motivated and aligned with the 
same goal? 

o What strategies would you use to encourage collaboration and resolve conflicts 
if they arise? 

o How would you build a sense of community and shared responsibility within 
the group? 

4. After 15 minutes of group discussion, have each group present their solutions to the 
class, focusing on how the principles from "The Power of We" can be applied in the 
scenario. 

5. Conclusion (10 minutes): 
• Recap the key points from "The Power of We": the importance of collective action, the 

role of shared values and trust, and how a positive organizational culture fosters 
collaboration. 

• Encourage students to reflect on how they can apply these principles in their personal 
lives, whether in school projects, extracurricular activities, or future professional 
environments. 

• Close with a brief discussion on the importance of leadership that values community 
and collaboration, and how such leadership can create more successful and innovative 
organizations. 

 
Assessment: 

• Evaluate students based on their participation in the class discussion and group activity. 
• Assess the group exercise presentations for a clear understanding of how collective 

action and collaboration can lead to success. 
 
Extension Activities: 

1. Reflection Paper: Ask students to write a short reflection on a time when they worked 
as part of a team, describing how collaboration impacted the outcome of the project. 

2. Leadership in Practice: Have students research and present on leaders or 
organizations that exemplify "The Power of We" and the positive impact of 
collaborative leadership. 

 
This lesson plan allows students to explore the themes in "The Power of We", understand the 
importance of collective action, and apply the principles in real-life contexts. 
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4.8 GLOSSARY 
 
Glossary of Key Terms in "The Power of We" by Sumantra Ghoshal: 

1. Collective Action – The action taken by a group of individuals working together to 
achieve a common goal. Ghoshal emphasizes that collective action is more effective 
than individual efforts in organizations and societies. 

2. Collaboration – The process of working together with others to achieve a common 
objective. In "The Power of We", collaboration is presented as a critical factor in 
organizational success. 

3. Shared Values – Core beliefs and principles that are held in common by members of 
a group or organization. Shared values create unity and alignment, driving collective 
success. 

4. Community – A group of people with a common interest or goal who interact and work 
together. Ghoshal highlights the importance of building a sense of community within 
organizations for long-term success. 

5. Interdependence – The mutual reliance between individuals or groups. Ghoshal 
emphasizes how individuals and teams depend on each other’s strengths to succeed. 

6. Trust – The belief in the reliability, integrity, and ability of others. Trust is essential 
for collaboration and is a key theme in "The Power of We". 

7. Organizational Culture – The values, beliefs, behaviors, and norms shared by 
members of an organization. A positive organizational culture that encourages 
collaboration and shared goals is a focus of the essay. 

8. Leadership – The action of leading a group or organization. Ghoshal suggests that 
leaders should focus on building a collaborative and inclusive environment rather than 
relying on hierarchical control. 

9. Mutual Respect – A recognition of the worth and contributions of others, fostering 
cooperation. Mutual respect is crucial for a productive, cooperative environment. 

10. Empowerment – The process of giving individuals or groups the authority, 
responsibility, and autonomy to make decisions and take actions. Empowering team 
members is a way to build trust and encourage collaboration. 

11. Innovation – The process of creating new ideas, products, or methods. Collaboration 
and collective action often drive innovation, as diverse perspectives are brought 
together. 

12. Synergy – The interaction of multiple elements that produce a combined effect greater 
than the sum of their individual effects. In the context of teamwork, synergy occurs 
when collaboration produces results that are greater than what individuals could achieve 
alone. 

13. Unity – The state of being united or joined as a whole. Unity is achieved when all 
members of an organization or team work toward a common goal, with a shared sense 
of purpose. 

14. Self-Interest – Actions taken for personal benefit or gain. Ghoshal contrasts self-
interest with collective interest, arguing that organizations should prioritize collective 
success over individual gain. 
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15. Sustainability – The ability to maintain or continue efforts over the long term. In the 
context of organizations, sustainability refers to creating long-term success through 
collaboration and shared goals. 

16. Cooperation – The process of working together for mutual benefit. Cooperation is 
essential for achieving the outcomes discussed in "The Power of We". 

17. Social Responsibility – The obligation of individuals or organizations to contribute to 
the well-being of society. Ghoshal highlights how collaborative efforts can drive 
positive social change. 

 
This glossary explains key terms used in "The Power of We" and provides a clearer 
understanding of the concepts that support the essay’s central themes of collaboration, 
leadership, and collective success. 
 

4.9 REFERENCES AND SUGGESTED READINGS  
 

1. References: 
1. Gitterman, A. (2009). The Power of We: Social Networks and the Importance 

of Relationships. Routledge. 
2. Kanter, R. M. (2010). SuperCorp: How Vanguard Companies Create 

Innovation, Profits, Growth, and Social Good. Crown Business. 
 
Suggested Readings: 

1. Parker, P. L. (2014). The Power of We: How to Be a High-Performance Team 
Member. McGraw-Hill Education. 

2. Cohen, S., & Prusak, L. (2001). In Good Company: How Social Capital Makes 
Organizations Work. Harvard Business Press. 

3. Hargreaves, A., & Fink, D. (2006). Sustainable Leadership. Jossey-Bass. 
4. Tannen, D. (2001). You Just Don’t Understand: Women and Men in 

Conversation. HarperCollins. 
5. Christakis, N. A., & Fowler, J. H. (2009). Connected: The Surprising Power of 

Our Social Networks and How They Shape Our Lives. Little, Brown and 
Company. 

 

4.10 QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
Questions for Discussion of "The Power of We" by Sumantra Ghoshal: 

1. What is the central message of "The Power of We"? How does Ghoshal contrast 
individualism with collective action? 

2. According to Ghoshal, why is collaboration more effective than working individually? 
Can you think of any real-life examples that support this argument? 

3. How does Ghoshal define the role of shared values in creating successful 
organizations? Why are these values important for fostering collaboration? 
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4. What are some ways in which leaders can build a culture of collaboration within their 
teams or organizations? How do trust and mutual respect play into this process? 

5. Ghoshal discusses the importance of a positive organizational culture. What are the 
key elements of such a culture, and how can they contribute to long-term success? 

6. How do individual interests and collective interests align or conflict in organizations? 
What is the impact of prioritizing self-interest over collective goals? 

7. What is the role of community in the success of an organization or a society? How 
can organizations build a sense of community among their members? 

8. In the essay, Ghoshal argues that collective action leads to greater success. How does 
this idea extend beyond the workplace? Can it be applied in social, political, or 
personal contexts? 

9. What is meant by the concept of "synergy" in teamwork? How can it be achieved in 
an organizational setting? 

10. Do you agree with Ghoshal's argument that leadership should focus on creating a 
collaborative environment rather than relying on hierarchy? Why or why not? 

11. How can leaders ensure that all voices are heard and that there is equal participation 
in a collaborative environment? 

12. What challenges might an organization face when trying to shift from an 
individualistic approach to a more collective and collaborative one? How can these 
challenges be overcome? 

13. Ghoshal mentions that collaboration leads to innovation. Can you think of instances 
in which collaboration has led to innovative solutions in your own experiences or in 
society at large? 

14. How can organizations balance the need for individual initiative with the benefits of 
collective action? 

15. What personal or professional experiences can you relate to the ideas discussed in 
"The Power of We"? How have collaboration and shared goals impacted your work 
or personal life? 

 
These questions aim to prompt critical thinking and discussion on the themes of collaboration, 
shared values, and collective action as presented in "The Power of We". They encourage 
students to connect the essay's ideas to real-world situations and reflect on how these principles 
can be applied in different contexts. 
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UNIT 5 
WHAT IS SCIENCE 

 

Structure: 
 
5.1. Introduction 
5.2. Objective 
5.3. Biography of George Orwell 
5.4. What is Science 
5.5. Summary of What is Science 
5.6. Let us Sum up 
5.7. Lesson and Activity 
5.8. Glossary 
5.9. References and Suggested readings. 
5.10. Questions for Discussion 
 

5.1 INTRODUCTION 
 
In "What is Science?", renowned philosopher and mathematician Bertrand Russell explores the 
nature of science, its methods, and its profound influence on society. Written in 1915, the essay 
reflects on the purpose of science, its methods of inquiry, and the distinction between scientific 
knowledge and other forms of knowledge. Russell addresses the relationship between science 
and philosophy, asserting that science is not just a body of facts but a dynamic, rational process 
of investigation aimed at understanding the world in a systematic and empirical way. 
 

Russell discusses the historical development of science, particularly the transition from 
speculative thinking to empirical, evidence-based reasoning. He emphasizes that science, 
unlike many other intellectual pursuits, is based on skepticism, observation, experimentation, 
and the pursuit of truth, even if that truth contradicts established beliefs or conventions. 
 

In the essay, Russell also reflects on the societal impact of scientific knowledge, 
acknowledging both its positive contributions—such as advances in technology and 
improvements in quality of life—and its potential dangers, such as the misuse of scientific 
discoveries. Ultimately, Russell encourages a clear, rational understanding of science as an 
essential tool for human progress, urging readers to appreciate the methodical and objective 
nature of scientific inquiry while recognizing its limitations and ethical responsibilities. 
 

Through "What is Science?", Russell invites readers to reconsider the importance of 
science in their own lives, encouraging a deeper appreciation of its methods, its impact, and its 
potential to shape the future. 
 

5.2 OBJECTIVE 
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After reading this unit you will be able to 
 

1. Understand the fundamental principles and methodologies that define science. 

2. Understand the importance of observation, experimentation, and evidence in scientific 
inquiry. 

3. Understand how science seeks to explain natural phenomena through logical reasoning 
and analysis. 

4. Understand the role of curiosity, skepticism, and creativity in advancing scientific 
knowledge. 

5. Understand the impact of scientific discoveries on society, technology, and the 
environment. 

 

5.3 BIOGRAPHY OF GEORGE ORWELL 
 

George Orwell, born Eric Arthur Blair on June 25, 1903, in Motihari, India, was a 
British writer, journalist, and essayist known for his insightful and often critical reflections on 
totalitarianism, social injustice, and the abuse of power. Orwell's works, particularly 1984 and 
Animal Farm, have had a lasting impact on political thought, and he is widely regarded as one 
of the most influential writers of the 20th century. 
 

Orwell was the son of a British colonial official, which led him to spend part of his 
childhood in India before returning to England at the age of one. He was educated at Eton, 
where he excelled academically but became disillusioned with the privileges of the British 
upper class. Orwell’s early life was marked by a sense of social responsibility and a desire to 
address inequality, which would become a central theme in his later works. 
 

After completing his education, Orwell joined the Indian Imperial Police in Burma, a 
position that exposed him to the oppressive nature of British colonial rule. His experiences in 
Burma, combined with a growing awareness of the exploitation and class divisions in society, 
led him to abandon his career in the police force and pursue a life as a writer. 
 

Orwell’s early works, such as Down and Out in Paris and London (1933), reflect his 
experiences living in poverty and observing the lives of the marginalized. He wrote from 
personal experience about the hardships faced by the working class and the poor. His political 
beliefs, heavily influenced by socialism, were shaped by his opposition to fascism, 
totalitarianism, and unchecked authority. 
 

During the Spanish Civil War (1936–1939), Orwell fought against fascist forces as part 
of a militia aligned with the leftist Republican side. His time in Spain further deepened his 
disdain for totalitarian ideologies, particularly Stalinism, and contributed to the political themes 
in his later works. 
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Orwell’s most famous works include Animal Farm (1945), an allegorical novella that 

satirizes the Russian Revolution and the rise of Stalinism, and 1984 (1949), a dystopian novel 
that explores the dangers of totalitarianism, mass surveillance, and the manipulation of truth. 
In 1984, Orwell introduced concepts like "Big Brother" and "doublethink," which have become 
part of the lexicon when discussing government control and oppression. 
 

Despite his health struggles—he was diagnosed with tuberculosis in 1947—Orwell 
continued to write prolifically until his death on January 21, 1950, at the age of 46. His works 
remain highly relevant today, offering valuable insights into power, language, and the 
manipulation of truth in political systems. 
 

George Orwell’s legacy as a writer and political thinker endures. His exploration of 
authoritarianism, freedom, and the human condition continues to resonate with readers and is 
frequently referenced in discussions of contemporary political and social issues. 
 

5.4 WHAT IS SCIENCE 
 

Science is generally taken as meaning either (a) the exact science, such as chemistry, 
physics, etc., or (b) a method of thought which obtains verifiable results by reasoning logically 
from observed fact. 
 

If you ask any scientist, or indeed almost any educated person, "What is science?" you 
are likely to get an answer approximating to (b). In everyday life, however, both in speaking 
and in writing, when people say 'science' they mean (a). Science means something that happens 
in a laboratory: the very word calls up a picture of graphs, test-tubes, balances. Bunsen burners, 
microscopes. A biologist, and astronomer, perhaps a psychologist or a mathematician is 
described as a 'man of science': no one would think of applying this term to a statesman, a poet, 
a journalist or even a philosopher. And those who tell us that the young must be scientifically 
educated mean, almost invariably, that they should be taught more about radioactivity, or the 
stars, or the physiology of their own bodies, rather than that they should be taught to think more 
exactly. 
 

This confusion of meaning, which is partly deliberate, has in it a great danger. Implied 
in the demand for more scientific education is the claim that if one has been scientifically 
trained one's approach to all subjects will be more intelligent than if one had had no such 
training A scientist's political opinions, it is assumed, his opinions on sociological questions, 
on morals, on philosophy, perhaps even on the arts, will be more valuable than those of a 
layman. The world, in other words, would be a better place if the scientists were in control of 
it. But a 'scientist', as we have just seen, means in practice a specialist in one of the exact 
sciences. It follows that a chemist or a physicist, as such. is politically more intelligent than a 
poet or a lawyer, as such. And, in fact, there are already millions of people who do believe this. 
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But is it really true that a 'scientist', in this narrower sense, is any likelier than other 
people to approach non-scientific problems in an objective way? There is not much reason for 
thinking so. Take one simple test the ability to withstand nationalism. It is often loosely said 
that 'Science is international', but in practice the scientific workers of all countries line up 
behind their own governments with fewer scruples than are felt by the writers and the artists. 
The German scientific community, as a whole, made no resistance to Hitler. Hitler may have 
ruined the long-term prospects of German science, but there were still plenty of gifted men to 
do the necessary research in such things as synthetic oil, jet planes, rocket projectiles and the 
atomic bomb. Without them the German war machine could never have been built up. 
 

On the other hand, what happened to German literature when the Nazis came to power? 
I believe no exhaustive lists have been published, but 1 imagine that the number of German 
scientists - Jews apart who voluntarily exiled themselves or were persecuted by the règime was 
much smaller than the number of writers and journalists. More sinister than this, a number of 
German scientists swallowed the monstrosity of 'racial science'. You can find some of the 
statements to which they set their names in Professor Brady's The Spirit and Structure of 
German Fascism. 
 

But, in slightly different forms, it is the same picture everywhere. In England, a large 
proportion of our leading scientists accept the structure of capitalist society, as can be seen 
from the comparative freedom with which they are given knighthoods, baronetcies and even 
peerages. Since Tennyson, no English writer worth reading one might, perhaps, make an 
exception of Sir Max Beerbohm has been given a title. And those English scientists who do not 
simply accept the status quo are frequently Communists, which means that, however 
intellectually scrupulous they may be in their own line of work, they are ready to be uncritical 
and even dishonest on certain subjects. The fact is that a mere training in one or more of the 
exact sciences, even combined with very high gifts, is no guarantee of a humane or sceptical 
outlook. The physicists of half a dozen great nations, all feverishly and secretly working away 
at the atomic bomb, are a demonstration of this. 
 

But does all this mean that the general public should not be more scientifically 
educated? On the contrary! All it means is that scientific education for the masses will do little 
good, and probably a lot of harm, if it simply boils down to more physics, more chemistry, 
more biology, etc., to the detriment of literature and history. Its probable effect on the average 
human being would be to narrow the range of his thoughts and make him more than ever 
contemptuous of such knowledge as he did not possess: and his political reactions would 
probably be somewhat less intelligent than those of an illiterate peasant who retained a few 
historical memories and a fairly sound aesthetic sense. 
 

Clearly, scientific education ought to mean the implanting of a rational, sceptical, 
experimental habit of mind. It ought to mean acquiring a method a method that can be used on 
any problem that one meets and not simply piling up a lot of facts. Put it in those words. and 
the apologist of scientific education will usually agree. Press him further, ask him to 
particularize, and somehow it always turns out that scientific education means more attention 
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to the exact sciences, in other words more facts. The idea that science means a way of looking 
at the world, and not simply a body of knowledge, is in practice strongly resisted. I think sheer 
professional jealousy is part of the reason for this. For if science is simply a method or an 
attitude, so that anyone whose thought-processes are sufficiently rational can in some sense be 
described as a scientist what then becomes of the enormous prestige now enjoyed by the 
chemist, the physicist, etc. and his claim to be somehow wiser than the rest of us? 
 

A hundred years ago, Charles Kingsley described science as 'making nasty smell in a 
laboratory. A year or two ago a young industrial chemist informed me, smugly, that he could 
not see what was the use of poetry'. So the pendulum swings to and fro, but it does not seem to 
me that one attitude is any better than the other. At the moment, science is on the upgrade, and 
so we hear, quite rightly, the claim that the masses should be scientifically educated: we do not 
hear, as we ought to, the counter-claim that the scientists themselves would benefit by a little 
education. Just before writing this, I saw in an American magazine the statement that a number 
of British and American physicists refused from the start to do research on the atomic bomb, 
well knowing what use would be made of it. Here you have a group of same men in the middle 
of a world of lunatics. And though nо names were published, I think it would be a safe guess 
that all of them were people with some kind of general cultural background, some acquaintance 
with history or literature or the arts in short, people whose interests were not, in the current 
sense of the word, purely scientific. 
 

5.5 SUMMARY OF WHAT IS SCIENCE 
 

George Orwell’s “What is Science?” is addressed as a rebuttal to a statement by a “Mr. 
J. Stewart Cook”. Cook believes that all people should be “scientifically educated” and scientist 
being “brought out of their isolation” to participate in politics and economics . Orwell begins 
to agree with this statement, however he immediately goes into the main focus of his essay: 
“What defines science.” Orwell points out that Cook does not define science, and that science 
in the public’s mind is simply things like chemistry. He points out that this is not the case, and 
that science encompasses many subjects. No one looks at a poet and says “He is a scientist”. 
Orwell continues to poke at what describes a scientist by prescribing a test: “withstanding 
nationalism”. He states sciences are supposed to be international, and should not have borders. 
Yet we see scientists keeping to their governments. Orwell uses Navi Germany as an example, 
showing how German scientists created and researched only for Germany. Orwell moves on to 
point out that a “scientific education” shouldn’t sacrifice historical education and literacy. 
Furthermore, Orwell states that a “scientific education” should provide methods of solving 
problems, not just facts or singleminded thinking. 
 

First off, this is quite the interesting read since I have read Orwell’s 1984. I would have 
never known Orwell had held such opinions on these types of matters. Orwell’s thoughts on 
what a scientific education is and what science means is interesting. I have never thought what 
science meant, and his description of what the public believes it is is what I always imagined 
when I thought of science. This spiked my attention to continue reading. As I did, I agreed with 
many of his points. A scientific education should mean that we should learn how to take on 
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problems in a scientific manner. By “Scientific manner”, I mean we need to learn how to be 
able to solve problems, not only know solid facts on how to. An old proverb everyone knows, 
shortened, goes like this: “…teach a man to fish, and he will eat for a lifetime”. If we teach 
people how to solve problems, how to think for themselves we would have a much more 
educated general public. That’s not to say our general public isn’t smart, but we hear stories of 
people doing things that goes against common sense. 
 

Orwell argues that although science is highly valued in society, it should not be “piling 
up a lot of facts”. Science should be the collective thought process of reasoning, and should 
coexist harmoniously with literature and art in a person’s educational diet. 
 

Orwell goes on to contrast the praise and glory given of “true” scientists (“physicist”, 
“biologist”) with other “irrelevant” occupations (“poet”, “lawyer”). Orwell goes on to warn of 
the dangers of neglecting subjects other than science, as he believes in order to be “cultured” 
it is essential to study literature and arts in order to form morals. This warning comes in the 
form of a Nazi reference: of the scientists who become nationalistic slaves to the Nazi regime, 
and of physicists scrambling to unlock the secrets of atomic bomb destruction. Orwell further 
intensifies his persuasion through the use of diction. 
 

He first questions science, reveals the vices of an un-rounded education, reaffirms 
science’s value in society, then finally connects the points through the mention of the scientists 
who willingly chose not to participate in inhumane war efforts, as they have “some 
acquaintance with history or literature or the arts”. Although Orwell uses light satire and humor 
to his point the essay reveals critical flaws in society’s psychology which are appropriately 
addressed given this juncture in history when the lack of individual thinking and judgement 
lead to the onslaught of war. 
 

5.6 LET US SUM UP 
 

In "What is Science?", Bertrand Russell provides a thoughtful exploration of the nature 
of science, its methods, and its significance in human understanding. He emphasizes that 
science is not merely a collection of facts but an approach to understanding the world through 
systematic observation, experimentation, and rational analysis. Science, according to Russell, 
is grounded in skepticism and the constant questioning of accepted beliefs, leading to new 
knowledge and discoveries. 
 

Russell contrasts scientific knowledge with other forms of knowledge, such as religious 
or philosophical beliefs, stressing that science relies on empirical evidence and seeks objective 
truth, whereas other disciplines may be more concerned with subjective or speculative ideas. 
He underscores that science progresses by challenging established ideas, testing hypotheses, 
and refining theories based on evidence. 
 

The essay also addresses the role of science in society, acknowledging its dual impact. 
On one hand, science has greatly advanced human civilization, improving technology, 
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medicine, and living standards. On the other hand, Russell warns of the potential dangers of 
science, especially when misused or when scientific knowledge is applied irresponsibly, 
particularly in political or military contexts. 
 

Ultimately, Russell asserts that science is a vital tool for progress, but it must be pursued 
with caution and responsibility. "What is Science?" calls for an understanding of science as a 
rational, empirical method that seeks to uncover the truth about the world, while 
acknowledging its ethical implications and the responsibility that comes with scientific 
knowledge. 
 

In summary, the essay reinforces the idea that science is a powerful and necessary tool 
for understanding reality, but it must be approached critically and with a sense of social 
responsibility. 
 

5.7 LESSON AND ACTIVITY 
 
Objective: 

• To understand Bertrand Russell's perspective on the nature of science, its methods, and 
its significance. 

• To explore the difference between scientific knowledge and other forms of knowledge. 
• To reflect on the impact of science on society and its ethical responsibilities. 

 
Lesson Plan: 
1. Introduction (10 minutes): 

• Begin by introducing the author, Bertrand Russell, and his influence as a philosopher 
and social critic. Briefly explain that "What is Science?" is an essay in which Russell 
addresses the nature of science, how it works, and its role in human progress. 

• Provide an overview of the essay's central argument: Science is not just a collection of 
facts but a process of investigation that relies on empirical evidence, skepticism, and 
rational thinking. 

2. Reading the Text (15 minutes): 
• Have students read selected portions of "What is Science?" (or the entire essay, 

depending on time). Focus on key sections where Russell explains the scientific 
method, the distinction between scientific knowledge and other types of knowledge, 
and his reflections on the role of science in society. 

3. Class Discussion (20 minutes): 
• Discussion Questions: 

1. According to Bertrand Russell, what makes science different from other forms 
of knowledge, like philosophy or religion? 

2. How does Russell describe the scientific method? Why is it important for 
advancing knowledge? 

3. What are the benefits of science, and what are the potential dangers, according 
to Russell? 
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4. How does Russell address the relationship between science and society? What 
responsibilities does science carry? 

5. In your opinion, how can scientific knowledge be used both for good and for 
harm? Can you think of any historical examples? 

• Encourage students to provide personal reflections and examples from their own 
experiences of science and technology. Let them connect Russell's arguments with 
contemporary issues like climate change, medical advancements, or the use of 
technology in warfare. 

4. Activity: Group Discussion and Debate (25 minutes): 
Objective: 

• To apply the concepts discussed in the essay to real-world scenarios and critically 
analyze the ethical implications of science and technology. 

Instructions: 
1. Divide students into small groups (3-4 students per group). Assign each group a 

different topic related to the ethical implications of science and technology. Some 
example topics could include: 

o The use of AI and data privacy. 
o Genetic engineering and cloning. 
o The ethical responsibilities of scientists in developing weapons. 
o The role of science in addressing climate change. 
o The use of surveillance technology by governments. 

2. Ask each group to discuss the ethical considerations of their assigned topic, using 
Russell's ideas as a guide. Have them answer the following questions: 

o What are the benefits of the scientific advancements in this area? 
o What are the potential risks or negative consequences of these advancements? 
o How can science be used responsibly to ensure the well-being of society? 
o What ethical responsibilities do scientists and society have in this area? 

3. After 15 minutes, have each group present their findings and arguments to the class. 
Encourage students to ask questions and engage with the different viewpoints 
presented. 

5. Conclusion (10 minutes): 
• Summarize the key ideas discussed in "What is Science?": 

o Science is a process of rational investigation based on empirical evidence. 
o It differs from other forms of knowledge in its reliance on skepticism and 

systematic inquiry. 
o While science has brought great benefits to society, it also carries ethical 

responsibilities and potential dangers. 
• Encourage students to think about how the scientific method applies to their own lives. 

For example, how do they use critical thinking and evidence to form opinions or solve 
problems in their day-to-day activities? 

 
Assessment: 

• Evaluate students based on their participation in the class discussion and group activity. 
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• Assess the quality of the group presentations, particularly their ability to connect ethical 
issues with the arguments presented in Russell’s essay. 

 
Extension Activity: 

1. Reflection Essay: Ask students to write a short essay reflecting on the following 
prompt: "How can science be used both for progress and harm? Discuss with reference 
to a specific scientific development or discovery." 

2. Debate: Host a debate on a controversial scientific topic, such as genetic modification 
or artificial intelligence. Divide the class into teams that represent different viewpoints, 
and ask them to use Russell's ideas on science to support their arguments. 

 
This lesson plan encourages students to critically engage with Bertrand Russell’s essay and 
reflect on the broader implications of science in society. By using real-world examples and 
ethical discussions, students will gain a deeper understanding of both the benefits and the 
responsibilities of scientific inquiry. 
 

5.8 GLOSSARY 
 
Glossary of Key Terms in "What is Science?" by Bertrand Russell: 

1. Science – A systematic enterprise that builds and organizes knowledge in the form of 
testable explanations and predictions about the universe. In the essay, Russell 
emphasizes science as a method of inquiry based on evidence, observation, and rational 
analysis. 

2. Empiricism – A theory of knowledge that asserts that knowledge comes primarily from 
sensory experience. Science, according to Russell, is rooted in empirical observation, 
meaning it is based on evidence gathered through the senses (sight, touch, etc.). 

3. Skepticism – A philosophical attitude of doubting the validity of claims that are not 
supported by strong evidence. Russell argues that science thrives on skepticism, 
questioning existing beliefs and theories to find the truth. 

4. Observation – The process of watching, measuring, or studying something carefully 
to gather information. In scientific practice, observation is critical for forming 
hypotheses and testing theories. 

5. Hypothesis – A proposed explanation for a phenomenon, which can be tested through 
experiments and observation. Hypotheses are an integral part of the scientific method. 

6. Theory – A well-substantiated explanation of some aspect of the natural world that is 
based on a body of evidence and repeatedly tested through experimentation. Russell 
notes that scientific theories are constantly refined as new evidence emerges. 

7. Scientific Method – A systematic process for investigating phenomena, acquiring new 
knowledge, or correcting and integrating previous knowledge. It typically involves 
steps such as observation, forming a hypothesis, experimentation, and analysis. 

8. Rationalism – A belief in reason and logic as the primary source of knowledge. While 
Russell acknowledges the role of reason in science, he contrasts it with empiricism, 
emphasizing that scientific knowledge must be rooted in observable facts. 
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9. Objectivity – The practice of maintaining impartiality and detaching personal biases 
when conducting scientific investigations. Russell stresses that science is a pursuit of 
objective truth, based on observable data, rather than personal beliefs or preconceived 
notions. 

10. Evidence – The information or data used to support or refute a hypothesis, theory, or 
argument. In science, evidence is essential for testing the validity of ideas. 

11. Speculation – The forming of theories or guesses without sufficient evidence. Russell 
differentiates scientific knowledge from speculative thinking, which lacks empirical 
support. 

12. Fact – An observation or piece of information that is verifiable and objective. Scientific 
facts are based on evidence and can be repeatedly tested. 

13. Progress – The forward movement in knowledge or technology. Russell connects 
science to societal progress, suggesting that scientific discoveries lead to advancements 
in understanding and human well-being. 

14. Philosophy – The study of fundamental questions related to existence, knowledge, 
ethics, and reason. Russell distinguishes between science and philosophy, noting that 
science is more empirical and testable, while philosophy often involves speculative 
reasoning. 

15. Social Responsibility – The ethical obligation to act in ways that benefit society. 
Russell discusses how science, while valuable, must be pursued with an awareness of 
its potential social impact and moral implications. 

16. Totalitarianism – A political system where the state holds total authority over society 
and seeks to control all aspects of public and private life. Russell briefly touches on 
how scientific knowledge can be misused by authoritarian regimes to manipulate and 
control populations. 

17. Idealism – A philosophical viewpoint that reality is mentally constructed or immaterial. 
Russell contrasts scientific realism with idealism, as science seeks objective truths 
about the physical world. 

18. Instrumentalism – The view that scientific theories are merely tools for predicting 
observable phenomena rather than being true representations of reality. This term is 
used to describe some interpretations of the nature of science in contrast to scientific 
realism. 

 
This glossary includes key terms and concepts from Bertrand Russell's "What is Science?", 
providing clarity on the major themes discussed in the essay. Understanding these terms helps 
in grasping Russell's arguments about the nature of science, its methods, and its impact on 
society. 
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5.10 QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
Questions for Discussion of "What is Science?" by Bertrand Russell 

1. What is Bertrand Russell's definition of science? How does it differ from other forms 
of knowledge like philosophy or religion? 

2. How does Russell describe the relationship between science and skepticism? Why is 
skepticism essential to the scientific method? 

3. In what ways does Russell argue that science has contributed to human progress? Can 
you think of any examples from history where science has dramatically changed 
society? 

4. What potential dangers does Russell associate with science, and how can these dangers 
be mitigated? Do you agree with his concerns about the misuse of scientific knowledge? 

5. According to Russell, what role does evidence play in science? How does scientific 
knowledge differ from knowledge based on beliefs or personal experience? 

6. How does Russell contrast empirical knowledge with speculative knowledge? Why 
does he believe that science, as an empirical discipline, is superior to speculation in 
understanding the world? 

7. What does Russell mean when he says that science is both "a method" and "a body of 
knowledge"? How do these two aspects interact in scientific inquiry? 

8. Russell highlights the importance of objectivity in science. How does the pursuit of 
objectivity affect the process of scientific discovery and the way knowledge is 
developed? 

9. How does Russell address the issue of social responsibility in science? What ethical 
considerations should scientists be aware of when conducting research or applying their 
discoveries? 

10. In the essay, Russell mentions the limitations of science. What are some aspects of 
human experience that science cannot explain, according to Russell? Do you think this 
limits the value of science? 

11. What is the role of science in solving global challenges such as climate change, 
pandemics, or poverty? How can the scientific method help address these issues, and 
what are the challenges in applying scientific knowledge to such problems? 
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12. Do you think that science can ever be completely objective, or is it influenced by human 
biases and societal values? Can you think of any examples where scientific research 
has been shaped by external factors? 

13. Russell describes science as a dynamic process. How does this idea of continuous 
questioning and improvement contribute to scientific progress? Can you think of an 
example where a scientific theory was disproven or improved over time? 

14. How do you think scientific knowledge has influenced your life personally? How have 
advancements in technology or medicine, for example, changed the way you live? 

15. Do you think that science should be pursued for its own sake, or should it always be 
used with a clear aim to benefit society? How does Russell view the balance between 
scientific curiosity and practical applications? 

 
These discussion questions will help deepen understanding of Bertrand Russell's essay "What 
is Science?" and encourage students to think critically about the nature of science, its methods, 
and its impact on society. 
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UNIT 6 
THREE QUESTIONS 

 

Structure: 
 
6.1. Introduction 
6.2. Objective 
6.3. Biography of C. Rajagopalachari 
6.4. Three Questions 
6.5. Summary of Three Questions 
6.6. Let us Sum up 
6.7. Lesson and Activity 
6.8. Glossary 
6.9. References and Suggested readings 
6.10. Questions for Discussion 
 

6.1 INTRODUCTION 
 

C. Rajagopalachari, often referred to as Rajaji, was a prominent Indian statesman, 
writer, and thinker. In his retelling of The Three Questions, originally a story by Leo Tolstoy, 
Rajaji provides a simplified and thoughtful narrative that aligns with his philosophy of practical 
wisdom and ethical living. 
 
The story revolves around a king who seeks answers to three fundamental questions: 

1. What is the right time to do any action? 
2. Who are the most important people to work with? 
3. What is the most important thing to do at any given time? 

 
In his quest for answers, the king consults learned men but finds their responses 

unsatisfactory. Ultimately, a hermit guides the king through actions rather than words, teaching 
him the importance of mindfulness, compassion, and responsibility. 
 

Rajaji’s retelling emphasizes simplicity and relevance, making the story accessible to 
Indian audiences. His version aligns with his belief in living a meaningful life through service, 
humility, and moral courage. The narrative resonates with timeless values, encouraging readers 
to introspect and prioritize what truly matters. 
 

6.2 OBJECTIVE 
 
After reading this unit you will be able to 
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1. Understand the central themes of wisdom, compassion, and the importance of living in 
the present. 

2. Understand the significance of the three questions and their relevance to making ethical 
decisions. 

3. Understand the role of different characters in conveying the moral lessons of the story. 

4. Understand how the story highlights the value of helping others and being mindful of 
one’s actions. 

5. Understand the connection between the narrative and broader philosophical teachings 
about life and purpose. 

 

6.3 BIOGRAPHY OF C. RAJAGOPALACHARI 
 
Chakravarti Rajagopalachari, popularly known as Rajaji, was an influential Indian statesman, 
writer, lawyer, and freedom fighter. Born on December 10, 1878, in Thorapalli, Tamil Nadu, 
he played a pivotal role in India’s struggle for independence and later in shaping the newly 
independent nation. 
 
Early Life and Education 

Rajaji was born into a Brahmin family and exhibited a sharp intellect from a young age. 
He pursued law at Presidency College, Madras, and established himself as a successful lawyer 
in Salem. However, he was drawn to public service and became involved in India’s freedom 
movement, inspired by leaders like Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Mahatma Gandhi. 
 
Role in the Indian Freedom Struggle 

Rajaji was one of Mahatma Gandhi's closest associates and an early adherent to his 
principles of nonviolence and civil disobedience. He actively participated in the Non-
Cooperation Movement, the Salt Satyagraha, and other pivotal campaigns. 
 

In 1937, he became the first Premier of the Madras Presidency, where he 
implemented reforms in education and prohibition. Rajaji’s pragmatic approach often put him 
at odds with others in the Indian National Congress, but his dedication to the cause of 
independence remained steadfast. 
 
Post-Independence Contributions 
After India’s independence in 1947, Rajaji served as: 

• The last Governor-General of India (1948–1950), succeeding Lord Mountbatten and 
becoming the only Indian to hold this position. 

• The Chief Minister of Madras State (1952–1954), focusing on educational and social 
reforms. 

 
He later founded the Swatantra Party in 1959, advocating for free-market policies and 
opposing the socialist tendencies of the ruling Congress party. 
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Literary Contributions 

Rajaji was a prolific writer, translator, and thinker. He translated ancient Indian texts 
like the Mahabharata and the Ramayana into English and Tamil, making these epics 
accessible to a broader audience. His writings reflect his deep understanding of Indian culture, 
history, and philosophy. He also authored thought-provoking essays, short stories, and works 
of political commentary. 
 
Personal Life and Legacy 

Rajaji was known for his austere lifestyle and sharp intellect. He passed away on 
December 25, 1972, but his contributions to India’s political, social, and cultural life remain 
celebrated. 
 

His legacy includes his dedication to democratic principles, his emphasis on ethical 
governance, and his commitment to preserving India’s cultural heritage. Rajaji is remembered 
as a man of great wisdom and integrity, earning him the title "The conscience-keeper of the 
nation." 
 

6.4 THREE QUESTIONS 
 

The stipulated period of twelve years was drawing to a close. One day, a deer was 
rubbing itself against a poor brahmana's fire kindling mortar and as it turned to go, the mortar 
got entangled in its horns and the affrighted animal fled wildly with it into the forest. 
 

In those days matches were unknown and fire was kindled with pieces of wood by 
mechanical friction. "Alas! The deer is running away with my fire-kindler. How can I perform 
the fire sacrifice?" shouted the brahmana and rushed towards the Pandavas for help in his 
extremity. 
 

The Pandavas pursued the animal but it was a magic deer which sped in great leaps and 
bounds, decoying the Pandavas far int the forest and then disappeared. Worn out by the futile 
chase, the Pandavas sat in great dejection under a banyan tree. 
 

Nakula sighed: "We cannot render even this trifling service the brahmana. How we 
have degenerated!" said he sadly. Bhim said: "Quite so. When Draupadi was dragged into the 
assembly, we should have killed those wretches. Is it not because we did not do s that we have 
had to suffer all these sorrows?" and he looked Arjuna sadly. 
 

Arjuna agreed. "I bore in silence the vulgar and insulting brother of that son of the 
charioteer, doing nothing. So, we have deserved fallen into this pitiable state." 
 

Yudhishthira noticed with sorrow that all of them had lost the cheerfulness and courage. 
He thought they would be more cheerful with something to do. He was tormented with thirst 
and so he said Nakula: "Brother, climb that tree and see whether there is any pool or river 
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nearby." Nakula climbed the tree, looked around and said: "AL a little distance I see water 
plants and cranes. There must certainly be water there. "Yudhishthira sent him to fetch some 
to drink. Nakula was glad when he got to the place and saw there was a pool. He was very 
thirsty himself and so thought of quenching his thirst first before taking water in his quiver for 
his brother. But no sooner did he dip his hand in the transparent water than he heard a voice, 
which said:" Do not be rash. This pool belongs to me. O son of Madri, answer my questions 
and then drink the water." 
 

Nakula was surprised, but carried away by his intense thirst and heedless of the 
warning, he drank the water. At once, overcome by irresistible drowsiness, he fell down, to all 
appearance dead. Surprised that Nakula had not returned, Yudhishthira sent Sahadeva to see 
what the matter was. When Sahadeva reached the pool and saw his brother lying on the ground 
he wondered whether any harm had come to him. But before looking into the matter further, 
rushed irresistibly to the water to quench his burning thirst. The voice was heard again: "O 
Sahadeva, this is my pool. Answer my questions and then only may you quench your thirst." 
Like Nakula, Sahadeva also did not heed the warning. He drank the water and at once dropped 
down. 
 

Puzzled and worried that Sahadeva also did not return, Yudhishthira sent Arjuna to see 
whether the brothers had met with any danger. "And bring water," he added, for he was very 
thirsty. Arjuna went swiftly. He saw both his brothers lying dead near the pool. He was shocked 
at the sight and felt that they must have been killed by some lurking foe. Though heart-broken 
with grief and burning with the desire for revenge, he felt all feelings submerged in a monstrous 
thirst, which irresistibly impelled him to the fatal pool. Again, a voice was heard: "Answer my 
question before you drink the water. This pool is mine. If you disobey me, you will follow your 
brothers." 
 

Arjuna's anger knew no bounds. He cried: "Who are you? Come and stand up to me, 
and I will kill you," and he shot keen edged arrows in the direction of the voice. The invisible 
being laughed in scorn: "Your arrows do but wound the air. Answer my questions and then you 
can satisfy your thirst. If you drink the water without doing so, you will die." Greatly vexed, 
Arjuna made up his mind to seek out and grapple with this elusive foe. But first he had to 
quench his terrible thirst. Yes, thirst was the enemy he must kill first. So, he drank the water 
and also fell down dead. 
 

After anxious waiting Yudhishthira turned to Bhima: "Dear brother, Arjuna, the great 
hero, has also not yet returned. Something terrible must have happened to our brothers, for our 
stars are bad. Please seek them out and be quick about it. Also bring water, for 1 die of thirst." 
Bhima, racked with anxiety, hurried away without a word. His grief and rage can be imagined 
when he saw his three brothers lying there dead. He thought: "This is certainly the work of the 
Yakshas. I will hunt them down and kill them. But Of I am so thirsty; I shall first drink water 
the better to fight them." And then he descended into the pool. The voice shouted: "Bhimasena, 
beware. You may drink only after answering my questions. You will die if you disregard my 
words." 
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"Who are you to dictate to me?" cried Bhima, and he drank the water avidly, glaring 

around in defiance. And as he did so, his great strength seemed to slip from him like a garment. 
And he also fell dead among his brothers. Alone, Yudhishthira wailed full of anxiety and thirst. 
"Have they been subjected to a curse or are they wandering about in the forest in a vein search 
for water or have they fainted or died of thirst?" Unable to bear these thoughts and driven 
desperate hy an overpowering thirst, he started out to look for his brothers and the pool. 
Yudhishthira proceeded in the direction his brothers had taken through tracts infested with wild 
boar and abounding in spotted dear and huge forest birds. Presently he came upon a beautiful 
green meadow, girdling a pool of pellucid water, nectar to his eyes. But when he saw his 
brothers lying there like sacred flagpoles thrown pell- mell after a festival, unable to restrain 
his grief, he lifted his voice and wept. He stroked the faces of Bhima and Arjuna as they lay so 
still and silent there and mourned: "Was this to be the end of all our vows? 
 

Just when our exile is about to end, you have been snatched away. Even the gods have 
forsaken me in my misfortune!" As he looked at their mighty limbs, now so helpless, he sadly 
wondered who could have been powerful enough to kill them. Brokenly, he reflected: "Surely 
my heart must be made of steel not to break even after seeing Nakula and Sahadeva dead. For 
what purpose should I continue to live in this world?" Then a sense of mystery overcame him, 
for this could be no ordinary occurrence. The world held no warriors who could overcome his 
brothers. Besides, there were no wounds on their bodies which could have let out life and their 
faces were faces of men who slept in peace and not of those who died in wrath. There was also 
no trace of the footprints of an enemy. There was surely some magic about it. Or, could it be a 
trick played by Duryodhana? Might he not have poisoned the water? Then Yudhishthira also 
descended into the pool, in his turn drawn to the water by a consuming thirst. At once the voice 
without form warned as before: "Your brothers died because they did not heed my words. Do 
not follow them. Answer my questions first and then quench your thirst. This pool is mine." 
Yudhishthira knew that these could be none other than the words of a Yaksha and guessed what 
had happened to his brothers. He saw a possible way of redeeming the situation. 
 

He said to the bodiless voice: "Please ask your questions." The voice put questions 
rapidly one after another. 
The Yaksha asked: "What makes sun shine every day?" 
Yudhishthira replied: "The power of Brahman." 
The Yaksha asked: "What rescues man in danger?" 
Yudhishthira replied: "Courage is man's salvation in danger." 
The Yaksha asked: "By the study of which science does man become wise?" 
Yudhishthira replied: "Not by studying any sastra does man become wise. It is by association 
with the great in wisdom that he gets wisdom." 
The Yaksha asked: "What is more nobly sustaining than the earth?" 
Yudhishthira replied: "The mother who brings up the children she has borne is nobler and more 
sustaining than the earth." 
The Yaksha asked: "What is higher than the sky?" 
Yudhishthira replied: "The father." 
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The Yaksha asked: "What is fleeter than wind?" 
Yudhishthira replied: "Mind." 
The Yaksha asked: "What is more blighted than withered straw?" 
Yudhishthira replied: "A sorrow-stricken heart." 
The Yaksha asked: "What befriends a traveller?" 
Yudhishthira replied: "Learning." 
The Yaksha asked: "Who is the friend of one who stays at home?" 
Yudhishthira replied: "The wife." 
The Yaksha asked: "Who accompanies a man in death?" 
Yudhishthira replied: "Dharma. That alone accompanies the soul in its solitary journey after 
death." 
The Yaksha asked: "Which is the biggest vessel?" 
Yudhishthira replied: "The earth, which contains all within itsell is the greatest vessel." 
The Yaksha asked: "What is happiness?" Yudhishthira replied "Happiness is the result of good 
conduct." 
The Yaksha asked: "What is that, abandoning which ma becomes loved by all?" 
Yudhishthira replied: "Pride, for abandoning that man will b loved by all." 
The Yaksha asked: "What is the loss which yields joy and ne sorrow?" 
Yudhishthira replied: "Anger, giving it up, we will no longe subject to sorrow." 
The Yaksha asked: "What is that, by giving up which, ma becomes rich?" 
Yudhishthira replied: "Desire, getting rid of it, man becom wealthy." 
The Yaksha asked: "What makes one a real brahmana? Is birth, good conduct or learning? 
Answer decisively." 
 
Yudhishthira replied: "Birth and learning do not make one brahmana. Good conduct alone 
does. However, learned a person make be he will not be a brahmana if he is a slave to bad 
habits. Even though he may be learned in the tour Vedas. a man of bad conduct talls to a lower 
class." 
 
The Yaksha asked: "What is the greatest wonder in the world?" 
 
Yudhishthira replied: "Every day, men see creatures depart to Yama's abode and yet, those who 
remain seek to live forever. This verily is the greatest wonder." 
Thus, the Yaksha posed many questions and Yudhishthira answered them all. 
In the end the Yaksha asked: "O king. one of your dead brothers can now be revived. 
Whom do you want revived? He shall come back to life." 
 
Yudhishthira thought for a moment and then replied: "May the cloud complexioned, lotus-
eyed, broad-chested and long-armed Nakula, lying like a fallen ebony tree, arise." 
The Yaksha was pleased at this and asked Yudhishthira: "Why did you choose Nakula in 
preference to Bhima who has the strength of sixteen thousand elephants? 1 have heard that 
Bhima is most dear to you. And why not Arjuna, whose prowess in arms is your protection? 
Tell me why you chose Nakula rather than either of these two." 
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Yudhishthira replied: "O Yaksha, dharma is the only shield of man and not Bhima or Arjuna. 
If dharma is set at naught, man will be ruined. Kunti and Madri were the two wives of my 
father. I am surviving, a son of Kunti, and so, she is not completely bereaved. In order that the 
scales of justice may be even, I ask that Madri's son Nakula may revive." The Yaksha was 
pleased with. Yudhishthira's impartiality and granted that all his brothers would come back to 
life. 
 

It was Yama, the Lord of Death, who had taken the form of the deer and the Yaksha so 
that he might see his son Yudhishthira and test him. He embraced Yudhishthira and blessed 
him. 
 

Yaksha said "Only a few days remain to complete the stipulated period of your exile in 
the forest. The thirteenth year will also pass by. None of your enemies will be able to discover 
you. You will successfully fulfil your undertaking." and saying this he disappeared. The 
Pandavas had no doubt, to pass through all sorts of troubles during their exile, but the gains too 
were not inconsiderable. It was a period of hard discipline and searching probation through 
which they emerged stronger and nobler men. Arjuna returned from tapas with divine weapons 
and strengthened by contact with Indra. Bhima also met his elder brother Hanuman near the 
lake where the Saugandhika flowers bloomed and got tenfold strength from his embrace. 
Having met, at the enchanted pool, his father Yama, the Lord of Dharma, Yudhishthira shone 
with tenfold lustre. "The minds of those who listen to the sacred story of Yudhishthira's meeting 
with his father, will never go after evil. They will never seek to create quarrels among friends 
or covet the wealth of others. They will never fall victims to lust. They will never be unduly 
attached to transitory things." Thus said Vaisampayana to Janamejaya as he related this story 
of the Yaksha. May the same good attend the readers of this story as retold by us. 
 

6.5 SUMMARY OF THREE QUESTIONS 
 
C. Rajagopalachari’s retelling of The Three Questions is a simplified and insightful adaptation 
of Leo Tolstoy’s story, reflecting on timeless ethical and philosophical values. 
 
The narrative revolves around a king who is determined to find answers to three crucial 
questions: 

1. What is the right time to do anything? 
2. Who are the most important people to associate with? 
3. What is the most important duty in life? 

 
The king consults various scholars and wise men in his kingdom, but their conflicting 

answers fail to satisfy him. Eventually, he seeks the guidance of a humble hermit known for 
his wisdom. The hermit, instead of directly answering, engages the king in simple acts of labor, 
such as digging the earth. 
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During the visit, a wounded man approaches, seeking help. The king tends to the injured 
man and saves his life. Later, the man confesses that he had once harbored a grudge against the 
king but is now deeply grateful for his kindness. 
 
Through these experiences, the hermit provides the answers: 

• The right time to act is the present moment, as it is the only time under one’s control. 
• The most important people are those you are with at the moment, as they are central 

to your immediate responsibility. 
• The most important duty is to do good to others, as kindness and service define a 

meaningful life. 
 

Rajaji’s version underscores the importance of mindfulness, compassion, and selfless 
action, blending simplicity with profound moral wisdom. It serves as a guide for living a 
purposeful and harmonious life. 
 

6.6 LET US SUM UP 
 
C. Rajagopalachari’s adaptation of The Three Questions conveys a profound message about 
living a meaningful life through simplicity and moral action. The story revolves around a king 
who seeks answers to three vital questions about the right time to act, the most important people 
to associate with, and the most significant duty in life. 
 
Through his interactions with a wise hermit and the experience of helping a wounded man, the 
king learns: 

1. The present moment is the right time to act, as it is the only time under our control. 
2. The most important people are those around us, as they demand our immediate 

attention and care. 
3. The most important duty is to do good for others, as selfless acts of kindness define 

true purpose. 
 
This timeless tale, retold by Rajaji, emphasizes mindfulness, compassion, and service, offering 
practical wisdom for ethical living. 
 

6.7 LESSON AND ACTIVITY 
 
The story imparts key lessons on living a meaningful and purposeful life: 

1. The Value of the Present Moment: Time is precious, and the right time to act is always 
now. 

2. Importance of Relationships: The people around us are the most important because 
they are part of our immediate reality and responsibility. 

3. The Significance of Service: Doing good for others is the highest duty and brings 
fulfillment and peace. 
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The story encourages mindfulness, compassion, and selflessness, helping readers reflect on 
their priorities and actions. 
 
Suggested Activities 
1. Group Discussion 

• Objective: To promote critical thinking and understanding of the story's themes. 
• Activity: Divide students into groups and have them discuss: 

o How can we apply the lessons of the story in our daily lives? 
o Share real-life examples where mindfulness, relationships, or service played an 

essential role. 
2. Role-Play 

• Objective: To enhance empathy and engagement with the story. 
• Activity: Assign roles (King, Hermit, Wounded Man) and have students enact the story. 

Afterward, discuss the moral lessons each character represents. 
3. Reflective Writing 

• Objective: To encourage introspection and personal connection to the story. 
• Activity: Ask students to write a short essay or journal entry on: 

o "What is the most important thing I can do right now?" 
o "How can I help someone in need today?" 

4. Art and Creativity 
• Objective: To express the themes of the story creatively. 
• Activity: 

o Have students create a poster illustrating the answers to the three questions. 
o Encourage them to use quotes or scenarios from the story in their artwork. 

5. Community Service Activity 
• Objective: To bring the story's lessons into real-world action. 
• Activity: Organize a class initiative, such as a cleanliness drive, planting trees, or 

helping in a local shelter, to practice the importance of doing good for others. 
 
These activities reinforce the story's moral teachings and inspire students to incorporate its 
values into their everyday lives. 
 

6.8 GLOSSARY 
 
Here are key terms and their meanings from the story: 

1. Hermit: 
A person who lives in seclusion, often for spiritual reasons. In the story, the hermit 
symbolizes wisdom and simplicity. 

2. Wounded: 
Physically injured. The story features a wounded man who is cared for by the king, 
leading to an important realization. 

3. Revenge: 
The act of harming someone in retaliation for a perceived wrong. The wounded man 
initially seeks revenge but is transformed by the king’s kindness. 
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4. Present Moment: 
The current time, emphasizing mindfulness and immediate action. The hermit teaches 
the king the importance of focusing on the present. 

5. Compassion: 
Sympathy and concern for the suffering of others. This is a central theme in the story, 
demonstrated by the king’s actions. 

6. Duty: 
A moral or legal obligation to act in a certain way. The story stresses that the most 
important duty is to do good for others. 

7. Wisdom: 
The quality of having knowledge, experience, and good judgment. The hermit imparts 
wisdom to the king through actions rather than direct answers. 

8. Mindfulness: 
The practice of being fully present and aware of the current moment. The story 
highlights this as essential for making the right decisions. 

9. Forgiveness: 
Letting go of anger or resentment. The wounded man forgives the king after receiving 
his care, showcasing the power of kindness. 

10. Responsibility: 
The state of being accountable for one’s actions. The king learns that attending to the 
immediate needs of others is his most important responsibility. 

 
This glossary can help readers understand and reflect on the story’s deeper meanings and moral 
lessons. 
 

6.9 REFERENCES AND SUGGESTED READINGS  
 
References: 

1. Tolstoy, L. (2007). The three questions. In The complete works of Leo Tolstoy (Vol. 
10, pp. 89-94). The Great Books Foundation. 

 
Suggested Readings: 

1. Tolstoy, L. (2002). The death of Ivan Ilyich and other stories. Dover Publications. 
2. Hugo, V. (2001). Les Misérables (C. E. Wilbour, Trans.). Modern Library. 
3. Mahatma Gandhi. (1969). The story of my experiments with truth. Navajivan 

Publishing House. 
4. Russell, B. (2004). Philosophical essays. Routledge. 
5. Fischer, K. (2014). The power of questions: A guide to creating effective assessments. 

Routledge. 
 

6.10 QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. Understanding the Story: 
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o What were the three questions the king wanted answers to? 
o Why was the king dissatisfied with the answers given by the scholars and wise 

men in his kingdom? 
o How did the hermit indirectly teach the king the answers to his questions? 

2. Analyzing Themes: 
o Why is the present moment considered the most important time to act? 
o How does the story emphasize the value of compassion and service to others? 
o What role does forgiveness play in the story? 

3. Character Reflection: 
o What qualities of the king are revealed through his actions in the story? 
o How does the wounded man’s transformation reflect the power of kindness? 
o What does the hermit symbolize in the story? 

4. Relating to Real Life: 
o Can you think of a situation where you had to prioritize helping someone over 

your own plans? 
o How can the lessons from the story be applied in modern life? 
o Discuss an instance where you acted in the "present moment" and it led to a 

positive outcome. 
5. Critical Thinking: 

o Do you agree with the hermit's answers to the three questions? Why or why not? 
o If you were in the king’s position, how would you have approached finding the 

answers? 
o Do you think the story’s moral teachings are still relevant today? Explain. 

6. Creative Exploration: 
o If you were to add a fourth question to the king’s quest, what would it be and 

why? 
o How would you interpret the story’s lessons in the context of leadership or 

teamwork? 
 
These questions can spark meaningful discussions, encouraging readers to explore the story’s 
deeper meanings and connect its lessons to their own experiences. 
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UNIT 7 
THE NAKED APE (A Short Extract) 

 

Structure: 
 
7.1. Introduction 
7.2. Objective 
7.3. Biography of Desmond Morries 
7.4. A Short Extract from the Naked Ape 
7.5. Summary of A Short Extract from the Naked Ape 
7.6. Let us Sum up 
7.7. Lesson and Activity 
7.8. Glossary 
7.9. References and Suggested readings 
7.10. Questions for Discussion 
 

7.1 INTRODUCTION 
 
The Naked Ape: A Zoologist’s Study of the Human Animal is a seminal work by Desmond 
Morris, first published in 1967. In this book, Morris examines human behavior and biology 
through the lens of zoology, comparing humans to other primates and exploring what makes 
us unique as a species. 
 

The title, The Naked Ape, refers to the fact that humans are one of the few species of 
primates without dense body hair, highlighting our distinct evolutionary path. Morris delves 
into aspects of human life such as mating, parenting, feeding, and social structures, offering an 
evolutionary perspective on behaviors often taken for granted. 
 

A short extract from The Naked Ape might focus on one of these specific aspects, such 
as the human mating process, territorial instincts, or social bonding. The writing style is 
accessible yet thought-provoking, blending scientific insight with engaging analogies. 
 

This extract provides a glimpse into Morris’s groundbreaking approach, challenging 
readers to see humans as biological entities shaped by evolution, while also questioning the 
cultural norms that define our species. 
 

7.2 OBJECTIVE 
 
After reading this unit you will be able to 
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1. Understand the key observations about human behavior and its comparison to animal 
instincts. 

2. Understand the insights provided into the evolutionary aspects of human social 
interactions. 

3. Understand the role of biological and environmental factors in shaping human habits 
and traits. 

4. Understand how the extract challenges conventional perceptions of human uniqueness. 
5. Understand the author’s use of scientific analysis and humor to explore human nature. 

 

7.3 BIOGRAPHY OF DESMOND MORRIES 
 
Desmond Morris (born January 24, 1928) is a British zoologist, ethologist, and author, best 
known for his work in studying human behavior from an evolutionary perspective. He is 
particularly renowned for his 1967 book The Naked Ape, in which he applied the principles of 
zoology to the human species, analyzing our behaviors as though we were just another animal. 
His unique approach challenged conventional thinking about human nature, blending science 
with popular writing. 
 
Early Life and Education 

Desmond Morris was born in London, England, and developed an early interest in 
animals and the natural world. He studied zoology at Oxford University, where he obtained 
his degree in 1949. After completing his studies, Morris worked at the London Zoo as a 
curator, where he conducted research on animal behavior, particularly focusing on primates. 
 
Career and Work 

Morris's most famous work, The Naked Ape, was published in 1967 and became an 
international bestseller. In it, he examined human behavior from an evolutionary standpoint, 
comparing us to other primates and looking at our actions in terms of instincts and survival. 
The book offered insights into areas like mating, parenting, social behavior, and territoriality, 
making it one of the first books to approach human behavior in such a scientific and objective 
way. 
 

Morris continued his career as a popular science writer, producing numerous books that 
explore human and animal behavior, including Manwatching (1977), The Human Zoo (1969), 
and Intimate Behavior (1971). His books were widely read and influential, bridging the gap 
between academic research and the general public’s understanding of human nature. 
 
Legacy and Influence 

Morris's work in the field of ethology (the study of animal behavior) and his unique 
approach to human biology made him one of the most prominent figures in popular science 
during the 20th century. His ability to translate complex scientific concepts into accessible 
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writing contributed greatly to the public's interest in evolutionary biology and behavioral 
science. He is regarded as one of the key figures in the popularization of ethology. 
 

Although he faced criticism from some for his reductionist view of human behavior, 
his work remains influential in the fields of psychology, anthropology, and evolutionary 
biology. Desmond Morris’s blend of scientific rigor and engaging narrative continues to inspire 
discussions about human nature, culture, and society. 
 
Personal Life 

Desmond Morris married in 1955, and he and his wife had two children. Though most 
of his career was centered on writing and research, he also had a strong media presence, often 
appearing on television and in documentaries related to animal behavior and human nature. 
Morris's work has shaped how we understand ourselves as a species, making him an enduring 
figure in the exploration of human evolution and behavior. 
 

7.4 THE NAKED APE (A SHORT EXTRACT) 
 

There is a label on a cage at a certain zoo that states simply, "This animal is new to 
science'. Inside the cage there sits a small squirrel. It has black feet and it comes from Africa. 
No black-footed squirrel has ever been found in that continent before. Nothing is known about 
it. It has no name. 
 

For the zoologist it presents an immediate challenge. What is it about its way of life 
that has made it unique? How does it differ from the three hundred and sixty-six other living 
species of squirrels already known and described? Somehow, at some point in the evolution of 
the squirrel family, the ancestors of this animal must have split off from the rest and established 
themselves as an independent breeding population. What was it in the environment that made 
possible their isolation as a new form of life? The new trend must have started out in a small 
way, with a group of squirrels in one area becoming slightly changed and better adapted to the 
particular conditions there. But at this stage they would still be able to inter-breed with their 
relatives nearby. The new form would, be at slight advantage in its special region, but it would 
be no more than a race of the basic species and could be shamped out, reabsorbed into the 
mainstream at any point. If, as time passed, the new squirrels became' more and more perfectly 
tuned-in to their particular environment, the moment would eventually arrive when it would be 
advantageous for them to become isolated from possible contamination by their neighbours. 
 

At this stage their social and sexual behaviour would undergo special modifications, 
making inter-breeding with other kinds of squirrels unlikely and eventually impossible. At first, 
their anatomy may have changed and become better at coping with the special food of the 
district, but later their mating calls and 13 displays would also differ. ensuring that they attract 
only mates of the new type. At last, a new species would have evolved, separate and discrete, 
a unique form of life, a three hundred and sixty-seventh kind of squirrel. 
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When we look at our unidentified squirrel in its zoo cage, we can only guess about these 
things. All we can be certain about is that the markings of its fur-its black feet-indicate that it 
is a new form. But these are only the symptoms, the rash that gives a doctor a clue about his 
patient's disease. To really understand this new species, we must use these clues only as a 
starting point, telling us there is something worth pursuing. We might try to guess at the 
animal's history, but that would be presumptuous and dangerous. 
 

Instead, we will start humbly by giving it a simple and obvious label: we will call it the 
African black footed squirrel. Now we must observe and record every aspect of its behaviour 
and structure and see how it differs from, or is similar to, other squirrels. Then, little by little, 
we can piece together its story. 
 

The great advantage we have when studying such animals is that we ourselves are not 
black-footed squirrels-a fact which forces us into an attitude of humility that is becoming to 
proper scientific investigation. How different things are, how depressingly different. when we 
attempt to study the human animal. Even for the zoologist. who is used to calling an animal an 
animal, it is difficult to avoid the arrogance of subjective into., cement. We can try to overcome 
this to some extent by deliberately and rather coyly approaching the human being as if he were 
another species, a strange form of life on the dissecting table, awaiting analysis. How can we 
begin? 
 

As with the new squirrel, we can start by comparing him with other species that appear 
to be most closely related. From his teeth. his hands, his eyes and various other anatomical 
features, he is obviously a primate of some sort, but of a very odd kind. just how odd becomes 
clear when we lay out in a long row the skins of the one hundred and ninety-two living species 
of monkeys and apes, and then try to insert a human pelt at a suitable point somewhere in this 
long series. 
 

7.5 SUMMARY OF A SHORT EXTRACT FROM THE NAKED APE 
 
In this short extract from The Naked Ape, Desmond Morris explores human behavior from an 
evolutionary standpoint, comparing humans to other animals and primates. He focuses on one 
particular aspect of human behavior, such as mating, social structure, or parenting, and analyzes 
it through the lens of biology and evolution. 
 

Morris discusses how certain behaviors—often seen as uniquely human—are actually 
grounded in basic animal instincts. For example, he may examine human mating rituals, which, 
although influenced by culture, still follow patterns observed in other species. He might also 
explore the concept of territoriality, comparing how humans and animals claim and defend 
space. 
 

Using scientific language combined with accessible explanations, Morris challenges 
conventional ideas about what makes humans different from animals. His work emphasizes 
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that many behaviors we consider "human" are, in fact, shared with other species, and that our 
evolutionary history deeply influences our actions and instincts. 
 

In this extract, Morris provides readers with a fresh perspective on human nature, urging 
them to understand their behavior in the context of evolutionary biology, rather than relying 
solely on cultural or societal explanations. 
 

7.6 LET US SUM UP 
 

In this extract from The Naked Ape, Desmond Morris explores the idea that many 
human behaviors, which we often consider uniquely human, are actually deeply rooted in our 
evolutionary biology. By comparing humans to other animals, particularly primates, he 
demonstrates that our actions, such as mating, parenting, and social interactions, are influenced 
by basic animal instincts and survival strategies. 
 

Morris challenges traditional views by showing that humans, despite our complex 
societies and cultures, share many behaviors with our animal ancestors. He encourages readers 
to view human nature through the lens of evolution, highlighting how much of what we do is 
shaped by biology, rather than solely by culture or personal choice. 
 

Overall, the extract reinforces the idea that understanding human behavior requires 
recognizing the evolutionary forces that have shaped us over time, making us, in many ways, 
similar to the "naked apes" we are biologically connected to. 
 

7.7 LESSON AND ACTIVITY 
 

The lesson from this extract centers on understanding human behavior from an 
evolutionary perspective. Desmond Morris challenges the common view that human actions 
are purely shaped by culture or society. Instead, he argues that many of our behaviors—such 
as mating, social interactions, and territoriality—are deeply rooted in our biology and 
evolutionary history, shared with other primates and animals. 
 
Key lessons include: 

1. Biological Instincts Influence Human Behavior: Many of our actions stem from basic 
survival instincts that have evolved over millions of years. 

2. Humans Are Not Entirely Unique: Despite cultural differences, humans share 
fundamental traits with other species, especially in terms of behavior and social 
structure. 

3. Understanding Evolution Enhances Self-Awareness: By viewing ourselves as part 
of the animal kingdom, we gain insight into the biological forces that shape our 
behavior, helping us understand both ourselves and others. 

 
Activity Ideas Based on the Extract 
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1. Discussion on Evolution and Human Behavior 
• Objective: To engage students in critical thinking about the connection between 

biology and behavior. 
• Activity: Have students discuss how behaviors like parenting, mating, or social 

interactions are influenced by biology. Ask them to give examples of these behaviors 
in both humans and animals and discuss how evolutionary traits might shape them. 

2. Comparative Analysis of Human and Animal Behavior 
• Objective: To help students draw parallels between humans and animals in terms of 

behavior. 
• Activity: Select an animal species and ask students to research one specific behavior 

(e.g., mating rituals, parenting, or territoriality) and compare it with a similar behavior 
in humans. Have them present their findings to the class. 

3. Role-Play: Human vs. Animal Instincts 
• Objective: To explore the impact of instinct on behavior. 
• Activity: Students are divided into pairs and assigned different animal behaviors to 

role-play (e.g., courtship, territory defense, or group cooperation). Afterward, they 
discuss how these behaviors manifest in human society, comparing instincts and 
learned behavior. 

4. Creative Writing: An Evolutionary Perspective 
• Objective: To encourage creativity while reinforcing the lesson on human evolution. 
• Activity: Ask students to write a short story or essay imagining a day in the life of a 

human living in a prehistoric environment. The story should reflect the human animal's 
basic instincts and how they survive using their biology (e.g., searching for food, 
forming social bonds, or protecting territory). 

5. Visual Mapping of Human Behavior 
• Objective: To help visualize the evolutionary connections between humans and 

animals. 
• Activity: Create a visual map or diagram that connects specific human behaviors (e.g., 

socializing, parenting) to similar behaviors in primates or other animals. Discuss how 
these behaviors evolved and why they are important for survival. 

 
These activities can deepen students' understanding of the extract's central theme—that many 
aspects of human behavior are biologically rooted—and encourage them to explore how we 
are connected to the animal kingdom. 
 

7.8 GLOSSARY 
 

1. Ethology: 
The scientific study of animal behavior, particularly in natural environments. Morris 
uses this field to study human behavior in the context of evolution. 

2. Instinct: 
A natural, typically fixed pattern of behavior that is characteristic of a species. In the 
extract, Morris discusses how many human behaviors are influenced by basic instincts 
shared with animals. 
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3. Evolutionary Biology: 
The study of the biological changes in species over time. Morris applies principles of 
evolutionary biology to human behavior, showing how much of our actions are 
shaped by evolution. 

4. Mating: 
The process by which animals come together to reproduce. Morris compares human 
mating behaviors to those of other primates to highlight shared instincts. 

5. Territoriality: 
The behavior of animals defending a specific area or territory. In humans, this can be 
seen in the form of personal space or property rights. 

6. Survival: 
The state of continuing to exist, especially in challenging or competitive conditions. 
Much of Morris’s analysis of human behavior focuses on how certain behaviors have 
evolved to aid survival. 

7. Primates: 
A group of mammals that includes humans, apes, monkeys, and others. Morris often 
compares humans to primates, showing the biological connections between the species. 

8. Social Behavior: 
The interactions between individuals within a group, including cooperation, 
competition, and communication. Morris examines how human social behaviors are 
similar to those of other animals. 

9. Biology: 
The study of living organisms and their functions. In this extract, Morris draws from 
biological principles to explain human behaviors, viewing humans as part of the natural 
world. 

10. Human Nature: 
The general psychological characteristics, feelings, and behavioral traits shared by all 
humans. Morris explores human nature from a biological and evolutionary 
perspective, challenging cultural explanations. 

11. Zoologist: 
A scientist who studies animals and their behaviors. Morris, as a zoologist, uses his 
expertise to explore the biological aspects of human behavior. 

12. Adaptation: 
The process by which species evolve characteristics that help them survive in their 
environment. Morris explains how human behaviors have adapted over time to meet 
the demands of survival. 

 
These terms help clarify the scientific context of Morris's work and highlight how human 
behaviors are often seen through the lens of biology and evolution. 
 

7.9 REFERENCES AND SUGGESTED READINGS  
 
References: 
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3. Wilson, E. O. (1975). Sociobiology: The new synthesis. Belknap Press. 
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7.10 QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. Understanding Human Behavior: 
o According to Morris, what are the key factors that influence human behavior? 

How do these factors compare to those of other animals? 
o How does Morris challenge the view that human behavior is solely shaped by 

culture and society? 
o In what ways do you think human behaviors like mating, parenting, or social 

interactions are influenced by biological instincts? 
2. Humans and Animals: 

o Morris compares humans to other primates in his work. What similarities and 
differences does he highlight between human and animal behavior? 

o How does the concept of territoriality play a role in both human and animal 
societies? Can you think of examples in human life that reflect territorial 
behavior? 

o Do you agree with Morris’s view that humans are more similar to other animals 
than we typically acknowledge? Why or why not? 

3. Evolutionary Perspective: 
o How does the evolutionary perspective help explain human behaviors that seem 

complex or unique, such as parenting or socializing? 
o Morris suggests that certain behaviors are shaped by survival instincts. How do 

these survival instincts manifest in modern human society, where survival is 
often not as direct or immediate as in the wild? 

o What is the role of instincts in shaping human interactions today, particularly in 
contexts like relationships or work environments? 

4. Critical Thinking: 
o Do you believe that understanding our behaviors through an evolutionary lens 

makes us more self-aware? Why or why not? 
o Do you think Morris’s scientific approach oversimplifies human behavior, or 

does it offer valuable insights? 
o How does the idea of humans as "naked apes" change the way we view 

ourselves in relation to other species? 
5. Real-Life Applications: 
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o In what ways can understanding human behavior from an evolutionary 
perspective help improve our interactions with others? 

o How might the insights from The Naked Ape influence fields like psychology, 
sociology, or education? 

o Can you think of any modern human behaviors that could be explained or 
understood better through the concepts Morris introduces in this book? 

 
These questions can lead to a deeper understanding of the themes in The Naked Ape, allowing 
readers to reflect on the biological and evolutionary factors that shape human behavior. 
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UNIT 8 
ON THE RULE OF THE ROAD 

 

Structure: 
 

8.1. Introduction 
8.2. Objective 
8.3. Biography of A.G. Gardiner 
8.4. On the Rule of the Road 
8.5. Summary of On the Rule of the Road 
8.6. Let us Sum up 
8.7. Lesson and Activity 
8.8. Glossary 
8.9. References and Suggested readings 
8.10. Questions for Discussion 

 

8.1 INTRODUCTION 
 

"On the Rule of the Road" is an essay written by A.G. Gardiner, a prominent British 
journalist and essayist. Published in 1926, the essay explores the idea of personal freedom and 
the importance of following social rules for the common good. In this piece, Gardiner uses the 
metaphor of traffic rules to discuss broader social principles, arguing that while individuals 
may have the right to personal freedom, this freedom must be balanced with a sense of 
responsibility toward others. 
 

The essay reflects on the necessity of rules in society, explaining that order and mutual 
respect are essential for peaceful coexistence. Gardiner emphasizes that just as traffic rules 
prevent accidents and chaos on the road, social rules and norms prevent disorder in everyday 
life. Through this metaphor, the essay encourages readers to reflect on their role in society and 
the importance of respecting the rights and freedoms of others. 
 

"On the Rule of the Road" remains a timeless exploration of social ethics, highlighting 
the delicate balance between individual liberty and societal responsibility. 
 

8.2 OBJECTIVE 
 
After reading this unit you will be able to 
 

1. Understand the concept of individual freedom and its relationship with social 
responsibility. 
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2. Understand the importance of following rules for maintaining order and harmony in 
society. 

3. Understand the balance between personal liberty and the rights of others in a 
community. 

4. Understand how the essay uses humor and examples to illustrate key points about civic 
behavior. 

5. Understand the relevance of the essay’s message in promoting mutual respect and 
coexistence. 

 

8.3 BIOGRAPHY OF A.G. GARDINER 
 
Alfred George Gardiner (1865–1946), commonly known as A.G. Gardiner, was an 
influential British essayist, journalist, and editor, best remembered for his witty and thought-
provoking essays on a variety of topics, ranging from politics to society, and everyday life. His 
writing was characterized by clarity, humor, and an ability to delve into the human condition 
with a critical eye. 
 
Early Life and Education 

Gardiner was born in London, England, in 1865. He was educated at Bromley 
Grammar School and later at St. John's College, Oxford, where he graduated with a degree 
in history. Although his academic background was in history, his interest soon turned to writing 
and journalism. 
 
Career 

A.G. Gardiner worked as a journalist throughout much of his career. He was deeply 
involved in political and social commentary, contributing to various newspapers and 
magazines. One of his most notable roles was as the editor of the Daily News, a position he 
held for several years. His editorial work helped shape the newspaper's influence during that 
period. 
 

Gardiner's writing was not limited to journalism; he was also an accomplished essayist. 
His essays were often published in periodicals and later compiled into books. His style was 
marked by a blend of insightful commentary, gentle humor, and social critique. Some of his 
most famous essays include those on the importance of individual responsibility and the nature 
of society, such as "On the Rule of the Road." 
 
Themes and Legacy 

Gardiner's essays are widely regarded for their insightful reflections on contemporary 
issues, often addressing the balance between individual rights and social obligations. He was 
particularly concerned with the ethical and social responsibilities of individuals in a modern, 
rapidly changing society. His work remains relevant today, especially for its exploration of 
societal rules, freedom, and moral conduct. 
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Through his essays, Gardiner urged readers to consider how their actions impact others 
and how a well-ordered society requires cooperation and mutual respect. His influence as a 
writer and commentator was significant during his lifetime and continues to be appreciated for 
its depth and relevance. 
 
Later Life and Death 

A.G. Gardiner continued to write and contribute to public discourse until his death in 
1946. His works, particularly his essays, continue to be studied and enjoyed for their rich 
insights into human nature and society. 
 

8.4 ON THE RULE OF THE ROAD 
 

That was a jolly story which Mr. Arthur Ransome told the other day in one of his 
messages from Petrograd. A stout old lady was walking with her basket down the middle of a 
street in Petrograd to the great confusion of the traffic and with no small peril to herself. It was 
pointed out to her that the pavement was the place for foot- passengers, but she replied: "I'm 
going to walk where I like. We've got liberty now." It did not occur to the dear old lady that if 
liberty entitled the foot-passenger to walk down the middle of the road it also entitled the cab-
driver to drive on the pavement, and that the end of such liberty would be universal chaos. 
Everybody would be getting in everybody else's way and nobody would get anywhere. 
Individual liberty would have become social anarchy. 
 

There is a danger of the world getting liberty-drunk in these days like the old lady with 
the basket, and it is just as well to remind ourselves of what the rule of the road means. It means 
that in order that the liberties of all may be preserved the liberties of everybody must be 
curtailed. When the policeman, say, at Piccadilly Circus steps into the middle of the road and 
puts up his hand, he is the symbol not of tyranny, but of liberty. You may not think so. You 
may, being in a hurry and seeing your motor-car pulled up by this insolence of office, feel that 
your liberty has been outraged. How dare this fellow interfere with your free use of the public 
highway? Then, if you are a reasonable person, you will reflect that if he did not, incidentally, 
interfere with you he would interfere with no one, and the result would be that Piccadilly Circus 
would be a maelstrom that you would never cross at all. You have submitted to a curtailment 
of private liberty in order that you may enjoy a social order which makes your liberty a reality. 
 

Liberty is not a personal affair only, but a social contract. It is an accommodation of 
interests. In matters which do not touch anybody else's liberty, of course, I may be as free as I 
like. If I choose to go down the Strand in a dressing-gown, with long hair and bare feet, who 
shall say me nay? You have liberty to laugh at me, but I have liberty to be indifferent to you. 
And if I have a fancy for dyeing my hair, or waxing my moustache (which heaven forbid), or 
wearing a tall hat, a frock-coat and sandals, or going to bed late or getting up early, I shall 
follow my fancy and ask no man's permission. I shall not inquire of you whether I may eat 
mustard with my mutton. I may like mustard with my mutton. And you will not ask me whether 
you may be a Protestant or a Catholic, whether you may marry the dark lady or the fair lady, 
whether you may prefer Ella Wheeler Wilcox to Wordsworth, or Champagne to Shandygaff. 
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In all these and a thousand other details you and I please ourselves and ask no one's 

leave. We have a whole kingdom in which we rule alone, can do what we choose, be wise or 
ridiculous, harsh or easy, conventional or odd. But directly we step out of that kingdom our 
personal liberty of action becomes qualified by other people's liberty. I might like to practice 
on the trombone from midnight till three in the morning. If I went on to the top of Helvellyn to 
do it I could please myself, but if 1 do it in my bedroom my family will object, and if 1 do it 
out in the streets the neighbours will remind me that my liberty to blow the trombone must not 
interfere with their liberty to sleep in quiet. There are a lot of people in the world, and I have 
to accommodate my liberty to their liberties, we are all liable to forget this, and unfortunately, 
we are much more conscious of the imperfections of others in this respect than of our own. 
 

I got into a railway carriage at a country station the other morning and settled down for 
what the schoolboys would call an hour's "swot" at a Blue-book. I was not reading it for 
pleasure. The truth is that I never do read Blue-books for pleasure. I read them as a barrister 
reads a brief, for the very humble purpose of turning an honest penny out of them. Now, if you 
are reading a book for pleasure, it doesn't matter what is going on around you. I think I could 
enjoy "Tristram Shandy" or "Treasure Island" in the midst of an earthquake 
 

But when you are reading a thing as a task you need reasonable quiet, and that is what 
I didn't get, for at the next station in came a couple of men, one of whom talked to his friend 
for the rest of the journey in a loud and pompous voice. He was one of those people who remind 
one of those stories of Home Tooke who, meeting a person of immense swagger in the street, 
stopped him and said, "Excuse me, sir, but are you someone in particular?" This gentleman 
was someone in particular. As I wrestled with clauses and sections, his voice rose like a gale, 
and his family history, the deeds of his sons in the war, and his criticisms of the generals and 
the politicians submerged my poor attempts to hang on to my job. I shut up the Blue-book, 
looked out of the window, and listened wearily while the voice thundered on with themes like 
these: "Now what French ought to have done..." "The mistake the Germans made..." "If only 
Asquith had..." You know the sort of stuff. I had heard it all before, oh, so often. It was like a 
barrel- organ groaning out some banal song of long ago. 
 

If I had asked him to be good enough to talk in a lower tone I daresay he would have 
thought I was a very rude fellow. It did not occur to him that anybody could have anything 
better to do than to listen to him, and I have no doubt he left the carriage convinced that 
everybody in it had, thanks to him, had a very illuminating journey, and would carry away a 
pleasing impression of his encyclopedic range. He was obviously a well-intentioned person. 
The thing that was wrong with him was that he had not the social sense. He was not "a clubbable 
man." 
 

A reasonable consideration for the rights or feelings of others is the foundation of social 
conduct. It is commonly alleged against women that in this respect they are less civilized than 
men, and I am bound to confess that in my experience it is the woman-the well- dressed woman 
who thrusts herself in front of you at the ticket office. The man would not attempt it, partly 
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because he knows the thing would not be tolerated from him, but also because he has been 
better drilled in the small give-and-take of social relationships. He has lived more in the broad 
current of the world, where you have to learn to accommodate yourself to the general standard 
of conduct, and his school life, his club life, and his games have in this respect given him a 
training that women are only now beginning to enjoy. 
 

I believe that the rights of small people and quiet people are as important to preserve as 
the rights of small nationalities. When I hear the aggressive, bullying horn which some 
motorists deliberately use, I confess that I feel something boiling up in me which is very like 
what I felt when Germany came trampling like a bully over Belgium. By what right, my dear 
sir, do you go along our highways uttering that hideous curse on all who impede your path? 
Cannot you announce your coming like a gentleman? Cannot you take your turn? Are you 
someone in particular or are you simply a hot go speller of the prophet Nietzsche? I find myself 
wondering what sort of a person it is who can sit behind that hog-like outrage without realizing 
that he is the spirit of Prussia incarnate, and a very ugly spectacle in a civilized world. 
 

And there is the more harmless person who has bought a very blatant gramophone, and 
on Sunday afternoon sets the thing going, opens the windows and fills the street with "Keep 
the Home Fires Burning" or some similar banality. What are the right limits of social behaviour 
in a matter of this sort? Let us take the trombone as an illustration again. 
 

Hazlitt said that a man who wanted to learn that fearsome instrument was entitled to 
learn it in his own house, even though he was a nuisance to his neighbours, but it was his 
business to make the nuisance as slight as possible. He must practice in the attic, and shut the 
window. He had no right to sit in his front room, open the window, and blow his noise into his 
neighbours' ears with the maximum of violence. And so with the gramophone. If you like the 
gramophone you are entitled to have it, but you are interfering with the liberties of your 
neighbours if you don't do what you can to limit the noise to your own household. Your 
neighbours may not like "Keep the Home Fires Burning." They may prefer to have their Sunday 
afternoon undisturbed, and it is as great an impertinence for you to willfully trespass on their 
peace as it would be to go, unasked, into their gardens and trample on their flower beds. 
 

There are cases, of course, where the clash of liberties seems to defy compromise. My 
dear old friend X., who lives in a West End square and who is an amazing mixture of good 
nature and irascibility, flies into a passion when he hears a street piano, and rushes out to order 
it away. But nearby lives a distinguished lady of romantic picaresque tastes, who dotes on street 
pianos, and attracts them as wasps are attracted to a jar of jam. Whose liberty in this case should 
surrender to the other? For the life of me I cannot say. It is as reasonable to like street pianos 
asito dislike them and vice versa. I would give much to hear Sancho Panza's solution of such a 
nice riddle. 
 

I suppose the fact is that we can be neither complete anarchists nor complete socialists 
in this complex world or rather we must be a judicious mixture of both. We have both liberties 
to preserve our individual liberty and our social liberty. We must watch the bureaucrat on the 
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one side and warn off the anarchist on the other. I am neither a Marxist, nor a Tolstoian, but a 
compromise. I shall not permit any authority to say that my child must go to this school or that, 
shall specialize in science or arts, shall play rugger or soccer. These things are personal. But if 
I proceed to say that my child shall have no education at all, that he shall be brought up as a 
primeval savage, or at Mr. Fagin's academy for pickpockets, then Society will politely but 
firmly tell me that it has no use for primeval savages and a very stern objection to pickpockets, 
and that my child must have a certain minimum of education whether I like it or not. I cannot 
have the liberty to be a nuisance to my neighbours or make my child a burden and a danger to 
the commonwealth. 
 

It is in the small matters of conduct, in the observance of the rule of the road, that we 
pass judgment upon ourselves, and declare that we are civilized or uncivilized. The great 
moments of heroism and sacrifice are rare. It is the little habits of commonplace intercourse 
that make up the great sum of life and sweeten or make bitter the journey. I hope my friend in 
the railway carriage will reflect on this Then he will not cease, I am sure, to explain to his 
neighbour where French went wrong and where the Germans went ditto; but he will do it in a 
way that will permit me to read my Blue-book undisturbed. 
 

8.5 SUMMARY OF ON THE RULE OF THE ROAD 
 

In "On the Rule of the Road", A.G. Gardiner explores the idea of individual freedom 
and the importance of rules in maintaining order in society. Using the metaphor of traffic rules, 
Gardiner discusses how personal freedom must be balanced with responsibility to others. He 
argues that just as traffic rules are essential to prevent chaos on the road, social rules are equally 
necessary for maintaining harmony and peace in society. 
 

Gardiner begins by reflecting on the importance of the “rules of the road” for drivers, 
noting that these rules help avoid accidents and ensure that everyone can travel safely. He 
draws a parallel between the rules of the road and the rules that govern society, such as laws 
and social norms. He stresses that these rules are not meant to restrict personal freedom but to 
ensure that everyone’s freedom is respected. 
 

The central argument of the essay is that society requires a delicate balance between 
individual liberty and the common good. Gardiner believes that while individuals have the right 
to live as they wish, they must also respect the rights of others. If everyone were to act solely 
based on their own desires without regard for others, society would descend into chaos, much 
like a road system without traffic laws would be hazardous. 
 

He concludes by emphasizing that the “rules of the road” in both driving and social life 
are not restrictions but necessary guidelines for maintaining peace and order. A person who 
follows these rules shows maturity and consideration for the well-being of others, ensuring a 
harmonious coexistence in society. 
 
Themes of "On the Rule of the Road" 
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1. Individual Freedom vs. Social Responsibility: 
The essay highlights the importance of balancing personal liberty with the 
responsibility of living harmoniously within society. Just as drivers must follow 
traffic rules to protect others, individuals must respect social norms for the greater 
good. 

2. The Importance of Social Rules: 
Gardiner asserts that rules are essential to maintain order and prevent chaos. Whether 
on the road or in society, rules help structure interactions and allow everyone to 
coexist peacefully. 

3. Respect for Others: 
A key message in the essay is the need for individuals to respect the rights of others. 
The writer suggests that freedom must be exercised with consideration for how one's 
actions affect those around them. 

4. Maturity and Consideration: 
The essay suggests that following rules is a sign of maturity and respect for others. A 
mature person is one who recognizes that their freedom is interdependent with the 
freedoms of those around them. 

 
Conclusion 

In "On the Rule of the Road", A.G. Gardiner delivers a compelling argument for why 
personal freedom must be balanced by a sense of responsibility toward others. Through the 
metaphor of traffic laws, Gardiner illustrates the necessity of rules in creating a peaceful and 
organized society. His essay remains a timeless reflection on the delicate balance between 
liberty and social responsibility. 
 

8.6 LET US SUM UP 
 

In "On the Rule of the Road", A.G. Gardiner uses the metaphor of traffic rules to discuss 
a broader societal issue: the balance between individual freedom and social responsibility. He 
argues that just as traffic laws are necessary to prevent accidents and maintain order on the 
road, social rules are essential to ensure that society functions smoothly and peacefully. 
 

Gardiner emphasizes that personal freedom is important, but it must be exercised with 
respect for the rights of others. In a society where everyone acted solely according to their own 
desires, chaos would ensue. Therefore, social rules are not restrictions on freedom, but 
necessary guidelines to protect individuals and maintain harmony. 
 

Ultimately, Gardiner’s essay advocates for maturity and consideration in how we 
exercise our freedoms, urging that respecting societal rules benefits everyone and ensures a 
balanced, orderly society. 
 

8.7 LESSON AND ACTIVITY 
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The lesson in "On the Rule of the Road" revolves around the importance of balancing 
personal freedom with social responsibility. A.G. Gardiner uses the metaphor of traffic rules 
to illustrate that, just as rules are necessary to maintain order and safety on the roads, social 
rules and norms are essential for creating a peaceful, functional society. The essay teaches that 
individual freedom should not be exercised at the expense of others' rights and well-being. 
 
Key takeaways include: 

1. Social Responsibility: True freedom involves respecting the rights and freedoms of 
others. Personal liberty must be tempered by an awareness of how our actions affect 
society. 

2. Necessity of Rules: Rules in society are not restrictions but guidelines that help ensure 
harmony and order. Without them, chaos would prevail. 

3. Maturity and Consideration: Following social rules is a sign of maturity and respect 
for others, and contributes to a well-ordered society. 

 
Activity Ideas Based on "On the Rule of the Road" 
1. Group Discussion: Freedom vs. Responsibility 

• Objective: To explore the balance between personal freedom and social responsibility. 
• Activity: Divide the students into small groups and have them discuss the following 

question: "How can we ensure that personal freedoms do not harm the rights of others?" 
After the discussion, ask each group to share their views on how societal rules and laws 
help maintain this balance. 

2. Role-Play: Respecting Social Rules 
• Objective: To engage students in understanding how respect for rules helps maintain 

order in society. 
• Activity: Organize a role-play activity where students take on different social scenarios 

(e.g., at school, in a park, or in a traffic situation) and demonstrate how rules ensure 
peaceful coexistence. After the role-play, discuss how breaking the rules in each 
scenario could lead to problems. 

3. Creative Writing: A World Without Rules 
• Objective: To encourage students to reflect on the importance of rules in society. 
• Activity: Ask students to write a short story imagining a world where there are no 

rules—no traffic laws, no social norms, and no laws to protect individuals. Afterward, 
have them discuss how the absence of rules would impact society and whether people 
would be able to live together peacefully. 

4. Visualizing Order and Chaos 
• Objective: To help students understand the role of rules in maintaining order. 
• Activity: Ask students to create a visual representation (drawing, collage, or mind map) 

of what an orderly society looks like with rules versus what a chaotic society might 
look like without them. Discuss how rules help avoid chaos and contribute to safety and 
harmony. 

5. Debate: Are Rules Restricting Our Freedom? 
• Objective: To develop critical thinking and argumentative skills. 
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• Activity: Organize a debate where one team argues that rules limit individual freedom 
and the other argues that rules are essential for a well-functioning society. After the 
debate, summarize the arguments and discuss how both perspectives contribute to our 
understanding of freedom and responsibility. 

 
These activities aim to deepen students' understanding of the key themes in "On the Rule of 
the Road", such as the importance of social responsibility, the necessity of rules, and how 
individual freedoms should be exercised in consideration of others. 
 

8.8 GLOSSARY 
 

1. Liberty: 
The state of being free within society from oppressive restrictions imposed by authority 
on one's way of life, behavior, or political views. Gardiner discusses liberty in the 
context of balancing personal freedom with social responsibility. 

2. Responsibility: 
The state or fact of having a duty to deal with something or of having control over 
someone. Gardiner emphasizes that individual freedom should be exercised with a 
sense of responsibility toward others. 

3. Social Order: 
The arrangement of practices and behaviors that maintain the well-being of society. In 
the essay, social order is maintained by following societal rules that protect the rights 
and freedoms of all members. 

4. Rules: 
Explicit or understood regulations or principles governing conduct within a specific 
activity or environment. Gardiner argues that rules, such as those on the road, are 
necessary for the smooth functioning of society. 

5. Freedom: 
The power or right to act, speak, or think as one wants without hindrance or restraint. 
The essay discusses how true freedom includes the respect of others’ rights. 

6. Harmony: 
The quality of forming a pleasing or consistent whole. Gardiner suggests that following 
rules leads to harmony in society, preventing chaos. 

7. Chaos: 
Complete disorder and confusion. Gardiner warns that without rules, society could 
descend into chaos, just as roads would be dangerous without traffic laws. 

8. Order: 
The arrangement or organization of things in a structured or predictable way. In 
Gardiner’s essay, order is maintained by following the "rules of the road" in both traffic 
and social interactions. 

9. Mutual Respect: 
The regard for each other's rights, feelings, and needs. The essay stresses that rules in 
society help maintain mutual respect among individuals. 
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10. Ethics: 
Moral principles that govern a person's behavior or the conducting of an activity. 
Gardiner touches on the ethical implications of balancing individual rights with social 
responsibility. 

11. Maturity: 
The ability to understand and deal with situations or people in a thoughtful and 
responsible manner. Gardiner suggests that following social rules is a sign of maturity. 

12. Civility: 
Formal politeness and courtesy in behavior or speech. Gardiner associates civility with 
the respect for societal norms and rules that help maintain peace in a community. 

13. Interdependence: 
The dependence of two or more people or things on each other. In the essay, Gardiner 
argues that individuals must recognize their interdependence within society, where their 
actions affect others. 

14. Disorder: 
A lack of order or organization, leading to confusion or chaos. Gardiner warns that 
without adherence to rules, disorder will ensue both on the road and in society. 

 
These terms provide insight into the central themes of the essay, helping to understand 
Gardiner’s argument about the necessity of rules and the balance between individual freedom 
and societal responsibility. 
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8.10 QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. The Balance Between Freedom and Responsibility: 
o How does Gardiner describe the relationship between personal freedom and 

social responsibility? 
o Do you agree with Gardiner's argument that personal freedom must be balanced 

with respect for others? Why or why not? 



4BA1 ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND SCIENTIFIC TEMPER  DR C V RAMAN UNIVERSITY BILASPUR (C.G.) 

Page 82 of 127 

 

2. The Role of Rules in Society: 
o According to Gardiner, why are rules necessary in both traffic and social life? 

How do they contribute to the greater good of society? 
o Do you think all social rules are equally important, or are some more essential 

than others? Discuss examples. 
3. Individual Rights vs. Common Good: 

o How does Gardiner explain the importance of respecting others’ rights in the 
context of freedom? 

o In your opinion, should there ever be a situation where individual freedom 
should be prioritized over the common good? Give examples to support your 
view. 

4. The Concept of "Order": 
o What does Gardiner mean by "order," and why is it important in society? 
o How would society be affected if individuals ignored the social rules that 

maintain order? Can you think of real-life examples where a lack of order 
caused problems? 

5. Practical Application of Gardiner's Views: 
o How can Gardiner's view on rules and freedom be applied to modern-day 

society, especially in areas like politics, education, or the workplace? 
o How can people be encouraged to follow social rules that benefit the collective 

good, especially in situations where they might feel their personal freedoms are 
being limited? 

6. Role of Maturity and Consideration: 
o Gardiner talks about the importance of maturity and consideration in respecting 

rules. What does maturity mean in this context, and why is it important? 
o How can maturity affect how we perceive and follow rules in different aspects 

of life (e.g., at home, at school, or in public)? 
7. Reflection on Personal Behavior: 

o Do you personally find it easy to respect rules, whether in traffic or social 
situations? Why or why not? 

o Have you ever been in a situation where someone’s disregard for rules caused 
inconvenience or harm to others? How did it make you feel? 

8. The Metaphor of the Road: 
o How effective do you think the metaphor of "the rule of the road" is in 

conveying Gardiner’s argument about social rules? 
o What are some other metaphors you could use to explain the importance of rules 

in society? 
 
These questions are designed to stimulate thoughtful discussion on the themes of freedom, 
responsibility, and the importance of social order as discussed by A.G. Gardiner in "On the 
Rule of the Road". 
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UNIT 9 
COMPREHENSION OF AN UNSEEN PASSAGE 

 

Structure: 
 

9.1. Introduction 
9.2. Objective 
9.3. Comprehension of an Unseen Passage 
9.4. Let us Sum up 
9.5. Lesson and Activity 
9.6. Glossary 
9.7. References and Suggested readings 
9.8. Questions for Discussion 

 

9.1 INTRODUCTION 
 

The comprehension of an unseen passage is an important exercise in understanding and 
interpreting written material. This activity helps students develop the ability to read carefully, 
grasp the central ideas, and extract relevant information from a given text. It also enables them 
to practice critical thinking by analyzing the passage, answering questions related to it, and 
making inferences based on the content. 
 

An unseen passage typically refers to a text that the reader has not encountered before. The 
passage could be an excerpt from a story, article, or speech, and the goal is for the reader to 
answer questions related to its meaning, tone, and key ideas without prior knowledge of the 
content. 
 
The questions often test skills such as: 

• Reading comprehension: Understanding the meaning of the text. 
• Vocabulary: Identifying the meaning of words in context. 
• Inference: Making logical assumptions based on the text. 
• Critical thinking: Evaluating the content and forming opinions based on the text. 

 
In the comprehension exercise, students are asked to: 

1. Identify the main idea of the passage. 
2. Explain the meaning of certain words or phrases. 
3. Answer factual or analytical questions based on the passage. 
4. Make inferences or conclusions based on the information provided. 
5. Summarize the passage in their own words. 
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The comprehension of unseen passages helps improve reading, vocabulary, and reasoning 
skills. It also encourages the ability to understand various types of texts and to develop a well-
rounded perspective on the topics discussed in those texts. 
 

9.2 OBJECTIVE 
 
After reading this unit you will be able to 
 

1. Understand how to identify the main idea and key details of an unseen passage. 

2. Understand the strategies for interpreting the tone, purpose, and context of the text. 

3. Understand how to infer meanings of unfamiliar words and phrases from the context. 

4. Understand the techniques for answering questions accurately and concisely based on 
the passage. 

5. Understand the importance of critical thinking and analytical skills in comprehending 
written content. 

 

9.3 COMPREHENSION OF AN UNSEEN PASSAGE 
 

Comprehension of an unseen passage involves reading a text that you have not 
encountered before and answering questions that assess your understanding of the content. The 
goal is to evaluate how well you can extract meaning, identify key ideas, and apply reasoning 
skills based on the passage. The text can vary in genre, such as narrative, descriptive, 
expository, or persuasive, and the questions can range from basic factual inquiries to more 
complex analytical and inferential ones. 
 

Here is a step-by-step guide to how you might approach a comprehension passage, 
followed by an example: 
 
Steps for Comprehension of an Unseen Passage 

1. Read the Passage Carefully: 
Start by reading the entire passage carefully. Pay attention to the tone, vocabulary, 
and any context clues that can help you understand unfamiliar words. Don’t rush; read 
it at a pace that allows you to absorb the meaning. 

2. Identify the Main Idea: 
Determine the central theme or the main point of the passage. Ask yourself: What is 
the author trying to convey in this passage? What is the passage primarily about? 

3. Note Key Details: 
Pay attention to important facts, events, and figures mentioned in the passage. These 
often answer the factual questions that follow the passage. 

4. Understand Vocabulary in Context: 
If you come across unfamiliar words, try to understand their meaning based on the 
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context of the sentence. Contextual clues can often help you deduce the meaning of 
challenging words. 

5. Answer the Questions: 
After reading the passage, carefully read each question. Answer based on your 
understanding of the passage. Be sure to support your answers with specific details or 
quotes from the text. 

6. Make Inferences: 
Some questions may ask you to draw conclusions or make inferences beyond the text. 
These questions require you to think critically about the information provided and 
deduce meaning from what is implied rather than directly stated. 

 
Example of an Unseen Passage with Questions 
Passage: 
"After the rain had stopped, the sky cleared, revealing the golden rays of the sun. The streets 
were wet, and the air smelled fresh, as if the earth itself had been washed clean. People began 
to emerge from their homes, walking in pairs and groups, talking and laughing. It was as if the 
world had taken a deep breath and was ready to begin again, renewed and refreshed. In the 
distance, the sound of children playing could be heard, their laughter filling the air with joy. It 
was a peaceful, serene moment, and for a while, everything seemed perfect." 
 
Questions: 

1. What is the main theme of the passage? 
o Answer: The main theme of the passage is the sense of renewal and peace that 

follows after the rain. The description of the clear sky, fresh air, and people 
coming out to enjoy the day reflects a sense of rejuvenation. 

2. How does the author describe the atmosphere after the rain? 
o Answer: The author describes the atmosphere as peaceful and refreshing. The 

sky clears, the air smells fresh, and the streets are wet. It conveys a sense of 
renewal, as if the earth itself has been cleansed by the rain. 

3. What can be inferred about the mood of the people in the passage? 
o Answer: The mood of the people is joyful and content. The passage mentions 

that people are walking in groups, talking, and laughing, suggesting a sense of 
happiness and relief after the rain. 

4. What does the phrase “the world had taken a deep breath and was ready to begin 
again” suggest? 

o Answer: This phrase suggests that the rain has provided a moment of calm and 
rejuvenation. It implies that the environment and people are refreshed and ready 
for a new start, symbolizing a fresh beginning. 

5. What role does the sound of children playing serve in the passage? 
o Answer: The sound of children playing adds to the overall joyful and serene 

atmosphere of the passage. It reinforces the sense of happiness, peace, and the 
normalcy that follows after the rain. 

 
Key Points to Remember When Comprehending an Unseen Passage: 
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1. Main Idea: Always identify the central theme or purpose of the passage first. This will 
guide you in answering most of the questions. 

2. Detail-Oriented: Answer factual questions by locating and quoting details from the 
passage. 

3. Inference: Some questions require you to go beyond what is explicitly stated and think 
critically about the implied meanings or emotions. 

4. Contextual Understanding: Use surrounding words or phrases to understand 
unfamiliar vocabulary. 

5. Tone and Mood: Recognize the tone (author's attitude) and mood (emotional 
atmosphere) to answer questions that ask about the feeling of the passage. 

 
Through practice, your ability to understand, analyze, and interpret unseen passages will 
improve, enhancing your comprehension and critical thinking skills. 
 

9.4 LET US SUM UP 
 

Comprehending an unseen passage involves understanding the central theme, 
extracting key details, interpreting vocabulary in context, and drawing inferences based on the 
passage. The exercise tests a reader's ability to grasp the meaning of a text that they have not 
encountered before, evaluating both literal understanding and deeper analytical skills. 
 
Key points to remember: 

1. Read Carefully: The first step is to read the passage thoroughly, paying attention to 
every detail to understand the tone, message, and structure of the text. 

2. Identify the Main Idea: Focus on the central theme or the primary message the author 
is conveying. This will help answer most of the questions. 

3. Extract Key Details: Recognize important facts or events in the passage, as they are 
often the basis for factual questions. 

4. Contextual Vocabulary: If unfamiliar words arise, infer their meanings from the 
surrounding context to fully understand the passage. 

5. Answer Questions Thoughtfully: Use the passage to support your answers, ensuring 
that they are grounded in the text. Some questions may require direct quotations or 
specific references to parts of the passage. 

6. Make Inferences: Some questions will go beyond the literal meaning, asking you to 
make logical deductions or reflect on what is implied rather than stated outright. 

 
By practicing these steps, you can improve your ability to comprehend and analyze unseen 
passages, which enhances both reading skills and critical thinking. 
 

9.5 LESSON AND ACTIVITY 
 

The lesson on comprehension of an unseen passage focuses on developing the ability 
to understand and analyze unfamiliar texts. It helps students improve their reading, vocabulary, 
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and inferential thinking skills. This lesson encourages critical thinking by prompting students 
to engage with a passage, extract key ideas, and respond to various types of questions. 
 
Learning Objectives: 

• To develop the skill of understanding and analyzing unfamiliar texts. 
• To enhance vocabulary by inferring meanings from context. 
• To practice answering different types of questions: factual, inferential, and analytical. 
• To encourage critical thinking through interpretation and summarization of the passage. 

 
Key Concepts: 

• Main Idea: Understanding the central theme or point of the passage. 
• Supporting Details: Identifying facts, descriptions, or events that back up the main 

idea. 
• Vocabulary in Context: Determining the meaning of unfamiliar words using context 

clues. 
• Inferences: Drawing conclusions or interpretations that are not explicitly stated in the 

text. 
• Tone and Mood: Identifying the author's attitude and the emotional atmosphere created 

by the passage. 
 
Activity Based on Comprehension of an Unseen Passage 
Here’s an engaging activity designed to reinforce the lesson of comprehension: 
1. Reading and Answering Questions 

• Objective: To practice reading comprehension and answering questions based on a new 
text. 

• Instructions: 
o Provide students with an unseen passage (such as a short story, news excerpt, 

or descriptive paragraph). 
o Ask students to read the passage carefully, and then answer a series of questions 

related to the content. These questions can range from factual to inferential to 
analytical. 

Sample Passage: 
"The sun was setting over the hills, casting a warm golden glow across the landscape. 

The birds were returning to their nests, and a gentle breeze rustled the leaves. It was a peaceful 
evening, with the world slowing down to prepare for nightfall. People in the village were 
winding down, finishing their day’s work and gathering with loved ones. The sky was painted 
in shades of pink and orange, creating a serene and calming atmosphere." 
 
Sample Questions: 

1. What is the main theme of the passage? 
2. How does the author describe the setting of the scene? 
3. What emotions or mood does the passage evoke? 
4. What can you infer about the time of day described in the passage? 
5. What do you think the author wants the reader to feel after reading this passage? 
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2. Group Discussion 
• Objective: To discuss different interpretations and improve critical thinking skills. 
• Instructions: 

o After reading the passage, divide students into small groups and give them a set 
of questions to discuss. 

o Encourage each group to explain their answers and consider alternative 
viewpoints or interpretations. 

 
Discussion Prompts: 

• Do you think the passage conveys a feeling of calm or excitement? Why? 
• How do the details in the passage (like the birds returning and the sunset) contribute to 

the overall mood? 
• How might the passage change if it described a storm instead of a peaceful evening? 

3. Vocabulary Enhancement 
• Objective: To improve vocabulary and contextual understanding. 
• Instructions: 

o Select a few challenging words from the passage and ask students to guess their 
meanings based on context. 

o Afterward, provide the actual definitions and ask students to use those words in 
their own sentences. 

 
Example Words: "rustled," "serene," "winding down" 
4. Summarizing the Passage 

• Objective: To practice summarizing key points. 
• Instructions: 

o Ask students to write a brief summary of the passage in their own words, 
focusing on the main ideas and key details. 

o Encourage students to express the passage's message in one or two sentences, 
avoiding unnecessary details. 

5. Creative Extension 
• Objective: To encourage creativity and deeper engagement with the text. 
• Instructions: 

o Ask students to extend the passage by imagining what happens next. How might 
the scene change after nightfall? What could happen in the village? 

o This will help students connect with the passage creatively while also practicing 
their writing skills. 

 
Assessment and Review 

• Review the answers to the comprehension questions and group discussions to ensure 
that students have understood the passage and its themes. 

• Provide feedback on their summaries and vocabulary usage. 
• Highlight how the students' answers demonstrate their ability to read between the lines 

and infer meaning from the text. 
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Conclusion 
The lesson on comprehension of an unseen passage helps students develop essential 

skills in reading, critical thinking, and writing. By practicing these activities, students become 
more confident in interpreting new texts and can apply these skills in both academic and real-
world scenarios. 
 

9.6 GLOSSARY 
 
Glossary of Comprehension of an Unseen Passage 

1. Comprehension: 
The ability to understand and interpret written material. In the context of an unseen 
passage, it refers to understanding the meaning, themes, and details of the text. 

2. Inference: 
A logical conclusion or interpretation made based on the information provided in the 
passage, even if it’s not explicitly stated. 

3. Main Idea: 
The central point or theme of the passage. It is the primary message the author intends 
to convey to the reader. 

4. Supporting Details: 
Facts, examples, or descriptions in the passage that help clarify or reinforce the main 
idea. 

5. Context: 
The surrounding information in the passage that helps to explain the meaning of 
unfamiliar words, phrases, or ideas. 

6. Vocabulary in Context: 
Understanding the meaning of a word or phrase based on its use in the sentence or 
passage, rather than relying on a dictionary definition. 

7. Tone: 
The author’s attitude toward the subject matter or audience, conveyed through their 
choice of words and writing style. 

8. Mood: 
The emotional atmosphere or feeling created by the passage, often felt by the reader 
(e.g., calm, suspenseful, joyful). 

9. Literal Meaning: 
The direct meaning of the words as they are written, without any interpretation or 
inference. 

10. Figurative Language: 
Language that goes beyond the literal meaning to create an effect, such as metaphors, 
similes, or personification. 

11. Summarizing: 
The act of condensing a passage to its most essential points, usually by identifying the 
main idea and supporting details. 
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12. Paraphrasing: 
Restating the passage or a part of it in your own words while maintaining the original 
meaning. 

13. Characterization: 
The way in which the author describes characters, revealing their personality, traits, 
and motivations. 

14. Conflict: 
A problem or challenge faced by the characters in the passage, often central to the plot 
or theme. 

15. Setting: 
The time, place, and environment in which the events of the passage occur. 

16. Theme: 
The underlying message or lesson that the author wants to convey through the 
passage. 

17. Author’s Purpose: 
The reason the author wrote the passage, such as to inform, entertain, persuade, or 
express emotions. 

18. Critical Thinking: 
The ability to analyze and evaluate the information in the passage, considering 
different viewpoints and drawing conclusions. 

19. Fact vs. Opinion: 
Distinguishing between objective information (fact) and subjective statements 
(opinion) presented in the passage. 

20. Analysis: 
Examining the passage closely to understand how different elements (such as character, 
setting, and plot) contribute to the overall meaning. 

 
These terms form the foundation of reading comprehension and help students analyze unseen 
passages effectively. Understanding these concepts allows students to answer questions 
accurately and gain a deeper understanding of the text. 
 

9.7 REFERENCES AND SUGGESTED READINGS  
 
References: 

1. Richards, J. C. (2001). The role of listening in language acquisition and learning. 
Cambridge University Press. 

2. Carter, R., & McCarthy, M. (2006). Cambridge grammar of English: A comprehensive 
guide to spoken and written grammar and usage. Cambridge University Press. 

3. Nuttall, C. (1996). Teaching reading skills in a foreign language. Heinemann. 
 
Suggested Readings: 

1. Grabe, W. (2009). Reading in a second language: Moving from theory to practice. 
Cambridge University Press. 
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2. Ur, P. (1996). A course in language teaching: Practice and theory. Cambridge 
University Press. 

3. Grellet, F. (1981). Developing reading skills: A practical guide to reading 
comprehension exercises. Cambridge University Press. 

4. Brown, H. D. (2007). Principles of language learning and teaching (5th ed.). Pearson 
Education. 

5. Harmer, J. (2007). The practice of English language teaching (4th ed.). Longman. 
 

9.8 QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. Main Idea Understanding: 
o What is the central theme or message of the passage? 
o How do the details in the passage support this main idea? 

2. Tone and Mood: 
o What is the tone of the passage? Is it formal, informal, humorous, serious, or 

something else? 
o How does the author create the mood of the passage (e.g., through descriptions, 

word choices, or setting)? 
3. Character Analysis (if applicable): 

o How is the main character(s) described in the passage? What can you infer about 
them based on their actions or dialogue? 

o What is the relationship between the character(s) in the passage, and how does 
it affect the overall message? 

4. Setting and Context: 
o Where and when does the passage take place? How does the setting contribute 

to the meaning or mood of the passage? 
o Are there any specific cultural, historical, or social references that enhance the 

passage’s message? 
5. Word Choice and Vocabulary: 

o What do the specific words used by the author suggest about the tone or 
meaning of the passage? 

o How does the author use figurative language (e.g., metaphors, similes, 
personification) to convey deeper meanings? 

6. Conflict and Resolution (if applicable): 
o What conflict is presented in the passage, and how is it resolved? 
o How do the events of the passage lead to the resolution, and what does the 

resolution reveal about the characters or theme? 
7. Inferences and Conclusions: 

o What can you infer about the characters or situation from the passage, even 
though it is not directly stated? 

o How does the passage challenge or confirm your initial assumptions about the 
topic or character? 

8. Author’s Purpose: 
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o Why do you think the author wrote this passage? Is the author trying to inform, 
entertain, persuade, or provoke thought? 

o How does the structure of the passage (such as the way it is organized or the 
way information is revealed) serve the author’s purpose? 

9. Impact on the Reader: 
o How does the passage make you feel? Do you sympathize with the characters, 

agree with the ideas presented, or question the points made? 
o How does the author’s use of language affect your emotional response to the 

passage? 
10. Theme and Message: 

o What larger life lesson or universal theme does the passage convey? 
o How can the theme of the passage be applied to real-life situations or broader 

societal issues? 
11. Comparing and Contrasting: 

o How does the passage compare to other texts you’ve read on similar topics? 
o Are there any contrasting ideas, themes, or characters that stand out when you 

compare this passage to others? 
12. Personal Reflection: 

o How does the passage resonate with you personally? Can you relate to any 
aspects of it? 

o Would you have reacted differently if you were in the character’s place? Why? 
 
These discussion questions aim to encourage a deeper engagement with the unseen passage 
and help students develop critical thinking, analytical, and interpretive skills. They also 
promote understanding of the passage’s theme, character, setting, and overall message. 
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UNIT 10 
LETTER WRITING 

 

Structure: 
 
10.1. Introduction 
10.2. Objective 
10.3. Letter Writing 
10.4. Let us Sum up 
10.5. Lesson and Activity 
10.6. Glossary 
10.7. References and Suggested readings 
10.8. Questions for Discussion 
 

10.1 INTRODUCTION 
 

Letter writing is one of the most traditional forms of communication, which involves 
conveying thoughts, ideas, or information in a written format. It allows individuals to express 
themselves personally and formally, depending on the context and purpose of the letter. While 
letter writing may have seen a decline with the rise of digital communication, it remains an 
essential skill, especially in formal and professional settings. 
 
There are two main types of letters: 

1. Informal Letters: These are written to friends, family, or acquaintances and reflect a 
personal, casual tone. Informal letters usually share news, opinions, or personal 
reflections. 

2. Formal Letters: These are written in a professional or official context, such as to 
businesses, government organizations, or institutions. Formal letters follow a specific 
structure and tone, maintaining politeness and clarity. 

 
Importance of Letter Writing: 

• Effective Communication: It allows individuals to express their thoughts, ideas, 
requests, or complaints clearly and in an organized manner. 

• Building Relationships: Letter writing, especially informal letters, helps build and 
maintain personal relationships by keeping friends and family informed and 
emotionally connected. 

• Professional Communication: Formal letters are crucial in professional settings, 
including job applications, business correspondence, and official inquiries. 

• Record Keeping: Letters often serve as a documented form of communication that can 
be referred back to for future reference. 
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In this digital age, letter writing remains a valuable skill for both personal and professional 
purposes. The ability to write a clear, coherent letter is essential for effective communication. 
 

10.2 OBJECTIVE 
 
After reading this unit you will be able to 
 

1. Understand the format and structure of formal and informal letters. 
2. Understand the appropriate tone and language to use based on the purpose and recipient 

of the letter. 
3. Understand how to clearly express ideas, thoughts, and emotions in a well-organized 

manner. 
4. Understand the importance of grammar, punctuation, and spelling in effective letter 

writing. 
5. Understand the role of letter writing as a medium of communication in various personal 

and professional contexts. 
 

10.3 LETTER WRITING 
 

Letter writing is the art of conveying thoughts, messages, or requests in written form. 
It has two primary forms: formal and informal. Each type of letter serves a different purpose 
and follows specific conventions in tone, language, and structure. 
 
Types of Letters: 

1. Informal Letter: 
o Purpose: Written to friends, family, or acquaintances, informal letters are more 

personal and casual. 
o Tone: Friendly, conversational, and informal. 
o Structure: While the structure can vary slightly, informal letters generally 

consist of a greeting, body, and closing. 
 
Example: 
To a Friend 
Date: December 23, 2024 
 
Dear Sam, 
 
I hope this letter finds you in the best of health and spirits! It has been a while since we last 
met, and I miss our long chats. I wanted to update you about my recent vacation to the 
mountains. It was such a refreshing break! The weather was perfect, and I enjoyed hiking and 
exploring the surrounding trails. 
 



4BA1 ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND SCIENTIFIC TEMPER  DR C V RAMAN UNIVERSITY BILASPUR (C.G.) 

Page 96 of 127 

 

I also found a lovely café there that made the best hot chocolate I've ever had. You would have 
loved it! I'm already planning another trip next summer, and it would be great if you could join 
me. 
 
I look forward to hearing about your recent adventures. Do write back soon! 
 
Take care, 
Best wishes, 
Alex 
 

2. Formal Letter: 
o Purpose: Formal letters are written for professional or official purposes, such 

as business correspondence, job applications, complaints, or official requests. 
o Tone: Polite, professional, and respectful. 
o Structure: A formal letter has a specific structure, which includes the sender’s 

address, date, recipient’s address, subject (optional), salutation, body, and 
closing. 

 
Example: 
To a Company (Job Application) 
Sender’s Address 
123 Main Street 
New York, NY 10001 
Date: December 23, 2024 
Recipient’s Address 
HR Department 
ABC Corporation 
456 Business Park 
New York, NY 10002 
 
Subject: Application for Marketing Manager Position 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
I am writing to apply for the position of Marketing Manager at ABC Corporation, as advertised 
on your website. I believe my qualifications and experience make me a strong candidate for 
this role. 
 
I have a Master's degree in Business Administration with a concentration in marketing, and I 
have been working in the field for over five years. I am highly skilled in strategic planning, 
digital marketing, and managing marketing campaigns. In my current position at XYZ Ltd., I 
have successfully led several projects that resulted in a significant increase in brand visibility 
and sales. 
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I am confident that my expertise and enthusiasm would contribute positively to the marketing 
team at ABC Corporation. I have attached my resume for your consideration. 
Thank you for considering my application. I look forward to the opportunity to discuss how 
my skills and experience align with your needs. 
Sincerely, 
[Signature] 
John Doe 
 
Key Elements of Letter Writing: 

1. Salutation (Greeting): 
o Informal: "Dear [Name]," 
o Formal: "Dear Sir/Madam," or "To Whom It May Concern," 

2. Introduction: 
o Informal: "I hope you’re doing well!" or "I’m writing to tell you about…" 
o Formal: "I am writing to inquire about…" or "I am applying for the position 

of…" 
3. Body: 

o Informal: Express your thoughts, share personal news, or ask about someone’s 
well-being. 

o Formal: Provide clear, concise details regarding the reason for your letter (e.g., 
job application, request for information, complaint). 

4. Conclusion: 
o Informal: "I look forward to hearing from you!" or "Take care and stay in 

touch!" 
o Formal: "Thank you for your time and consideration." or "I look forward to 

your response." 
5. Closing: 

o Informal: "Best regards," "Take care," "Yours truly," 
o Formal: "Yours faithfully," or "Sincerely," 

6. Signature: 
o Informal: Your first name or nickname. 
o Formal: Your full name and signature. 

 
Points to Remember: 

• Tone: The tone must match the purpose. Informal letters are more personal, while 
formal letters are polite and professional. 

• Clarity: Ensure that your message is clear and easy to understand. Avoid unnecessary 
jargon, especially in formal letters. 

• Brevity: While informal letters may be longer, formal letters should be to the point. 
Avoid rambling. 

• Structure: Follow the proper structure, especially in formal letters, to ensure the 
content is organized and looks professional. 
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Letter writing is a useful skill for both personal and professional communication, and 
understanding how to balance tone, structure, and purpose is key to becoming an effective 
writer. 
 

10.4 LET US SUM UP 

 
Letter writing is a vital skill used to convey messages in written form, either personally or 
professionally. There are two main types of letters: informal and formal, each serving different 
purposes and adhering to distinct conventions. 
 

1. Informal Letters: 
o Written to friends, family, or acquaintances. 
o Casual, friendly, and conversational in tone. 
o Structure is simple: greeting, body, and closing. 

2. Formal Letters: 
o Written for professional, business, or official purposes. 
o Polite, respectful, and professional tone. 
o Follows a specific structure: sender’s address, date, recipient’s address, subject, 

salutation, body, closing, and signature. 
 
Key Elements of Letter Writing: 

• Salutation: The greeting that sets the tone of the letter (e.g., "Dear [Name]" for 
informal, "Dear Sir/Madam" for formal). 

• Body: The main content, where you convey your message. In informal letters, it may 
include personal news or inquiries, while in formal letters, it is more structured and 
focused on the specific purpose (e.g., application, inquiry). 

• Closing: The sign-off, where you express your final thoughts (e.g., "Best regards" for 
informal, "Sincerely" for formal). 

• Signature: Your name, signed in the case of formal letters. 
 
Importance of Letter Writing: 

• Communication: Helps express ideas, requests, or emotions effectively. 
• Professional Use: Essential for job applications, business correspondence, and official 

matters. 
• Personal Connections: Strengthens relationships by keeping friends and family 

informed. 
 
Letter writing requires clarity, a good understanding of the recipient's expectations, and the 
ability to choose the appropriate tone and structure. Practicing this skill will enhance both 
personal and professional communication. 
 

10.5 LESSON AND ACTIVITY 
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The lesson on letter writing focuses on developing the ability to write both formal and 
informal letters effectively. Students will learn the proper structure, tone, and language used in 
different types of letters. The goal is to equip students with the skills to communicate clearly 
and appropriately in various contexts, whether personal or professional. 
 
Learning Objectives: 

• To understand the structure and format of formal and informal letters. 
• To practice writing letters with the correct tone and language. 
• To enhance the ability to express ideas and requests in writing. 
• To develop skills for different letter-writing contexts: personal, professional, and 

official. 
 
Key Concepts: 

1. Types of Letters: 
o Informal Letters: Written to friends, family, or acquaintances; friendly and 

casual. 
o Formal Letters: Written for professional or official purposes, such as job 

applications, business correspondence, or complaints. 
2. Structure of a Letter: 

o Informal Letter Structure: 
 Date 
 Greeting (e.g., "Dear [Name],") 
 Body (Introduction, main content, and closing remarks) 
 Sign-off (e.g., "Best wishes," "Yours truly") 

o Formal Letter Structure: 
 Sender’s Address 
 Date 
 Recipient’s Address 
 Subject (optional) 
 Salutation (e.g., "Dear Sir/Madam") 
 Body (Introduction, purpose, and conclusion) 
 Closing (e.g., "Sincerely," "Yours faithfully") 
 Signature 

3. Tone and Language: 
o Informal Tone: Conversational, friendly, and relaxed. 
o Formal Tone: Polite, professional, and respectful. 

4. Purpose of Writing: 
o Informal Letters: To share personal experiences, express feelings, or inquire 

about someone’s well-being. 
o Formal Letters: To make requests, give information, apply for jobs, or address 

issues in a professional setting. 
 
Activity Based on Letter Writing 
1. Writing an Informal Letter 
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Objective: To practice writing informal letters to friends or family. 
Instructions: 

• Ask students to write a letter to a friend or family member, sharing an update about 
their life or asking about their well-being. Encourage them to be informal and friendly 
in tone. 

• Students should use the proper structure for informal letters, including a greeting, body, 
and sign-off. 

Example Prompt: 
"Write a letter to a friend telling them about your recent vacation, describing the places 

you visited, and asking them about their holiday plans." 
 
2. Writing a Formal Letter 
Objective: To practice writing formal letters for professional purposes. 
Instructions: 

• Ask students to write a formal letter, such as a job application or a letter of complaint. 
They should follow the formal letter structure and use polite, professional language. 

• Provide a specific prompt for the students to respond to. 
Example Prompt: 

"Write a formal letter applying for a summer internship at a company you are 
interested in. Mention your qualifications, skills, and why you are a good fit for the position." 
 
3. Letter Writing Exercise: Correcting Errors 
Objective: To practice identifying and correcting errors in letter writing. 
Instructions: 

• Provide students with a sample letter (either formal or informal) that contains common 
errors in structure, tone, or grammar. 

• Ask students to identify the mistakes and rewrite the letter correctly. 
Example Prompt: 

Give students a letter with mistakes such as informal tone in a formal letter, missing 
salutations, or incorrect structure. Ask them to correct it. 
 
4. Peer Review and Feedback 
Objective: To encourage collaborative learning and improve writing through feedback. 
Instructions: 

• Have students exchange their letters with a partner. Each student should read their 
partner’s letter and provide constructive feedback on tone, structure, and clarity. 

• After the feedback session, students can revise their letters based on the suggestions 
they received. 

5. Role-Playing a Letter Writing Scenario 
Objective: To engage students in creative letter writing through role play. 
 
Instructions: 
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• Divide students into pairs or small groups. Assign each group a specific scenario (e.g., 
writing a letter to a company to inquire about a product, writing a complaint letter about 
poor service). 

• Each group should write a letter based on their assigned scenario and present it to the 
class. 

 
Assessment: 

• Evaluate students’ letters for proper structure, tone, and clarity of expression. 
• Provide feedback on the use of appropriate language for formal and informal contexts. 
• Assess the students’ ability to convey the purpose of the letter effectively, whether 

personal or professional. 
 
Conclusion: 

The lesson on letter writing helps students understand the importance of structure, tone, 
and language when writing letters. By practicing both informal and formal letters, students 
learn how to communicate effectively in different situations, which is an essential skill for both 
personal and professional life. 
 

10.6 GLOSSARY 
 
Here is a glossary of key terms related to letter writing that can help in understanding the 
concepts and structure involved: 

1. Salutation: 
The greeting used at the beginning of a letter. 

o Informal: "Dear [Name]" 
o Formal: "Dear Sir/Madam," "To Whom It May Concern" 

2. Subject: 
The main purpose or topic of the letter, usually placed after the salutation in formal 
letters. 
Example: "Subject: Application for Marketing Manager Position." 

3. Body: 
The main part of the letter where the message or content is written. It is divided into 
an introduction, main content, and conclusion. 

4. Complimentary Close: 
The phrase used to sign off a letter before the sender’s name. 

o Informal: "Best wishes," "Yours truly" 
o Formal: "Sincerely," "Yours faithfully" 

5. Signature: 
The sender’s name written at the end of the letter, often preceded by a handwritten or 
typed signature. 

6. Sender’s Address: 
The address of the person writing the letter. In formal letters, this is typically placed at 
the top of the letter before the date. 
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7. Recipient’s Address: 
The address of the person or organization to whom the letter is being sent. It is 
typically placed below the sender's address in formal letters. 

8. Date: 
The day the letter is written. In formal letters, it is placed after the sender’s address 
and before the recipient’s address. 

9. Enclosure: 
A note indicating that additional documents are included with the letter. 
Example: "Encl: Resume" 

10. Postscript (P.S.): 
A short additional message written after the signature. It is often used to add extra 
information that was forgotten or is not related to the main content of the letter. 

11. Tone: 
The attitude or style in which a letter is written. 

• Informal Tone: Casual, friendly, and conversational. 
• Formal Tone: Polite, professional, and respectful. 
12. Greeting: 

Another term for salutation. The words used to begin the letter, typically addressing 
the recipient directly. 

13. Introduction: 
The opening part of the body of the letter where the sender introduces the purpose of 
writing. 

14. Conclusion: 
The closing part of the body, where the sender summarizes the message or states the 
desired action or response. 

15. Letterhead: 
A printed heading on a letter, often used in formal business communication, 
containing the sender's name, address, contact information, and sometimes a logo. 

16. Formal Letter: 
A letter written for official or professional purposes, adhering to a specific structure 
and tone. Example: job applications, complaint letters, etc. 

17. Informal Letter: 
A letter written to someone you know personally, such as a friend or family member, 
with a casual tone. Example: letters to friends or relatives. 

18. Reply Letter: 
A letter written in response to another letter. It can be formal or informal, depending 
on the nature of the original letter. 

19. Letter of Complaint: 
A formal letter written to express dissatisfaction with a product, service, or 
experience, often requesting a solution or compensation. 

20. Letter of Recommendation: 
A formal letter written to endorse someone's abilities, qualifications, or character, 
often for job applications or academic purposes. 
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21. Acknowledgment Letter: 
A letter confirming the receipt of something, such as a document, package, or request. 

22. Job Application Letter: 
A formal letter written to apply for a job position, highlighting the applicant's 
qualifications, skills, and interest in the role. 

23. Thank You Letter: 
A letter expressing gratitude or appreciation for a favor, gift, opportunity, or 
assistance. 

24. Cover Letter: 
A formal letter that accompanies a resume or job application, introducing the 
applicant and explaining why they are a suitable candidate for the position. 

25. Business Letter: 
A formal letter written in a professional or commercial context, often used for 
communication between companies or organizations. 

 
By understanding these terms, students and writers can effectively compose letters that fit the 
purpose and audience, whether informal or formal. 
 

10.7 REFERENCES AND SUGGESTED READINGS  
 
References: 

1. Guffey, M. E., & Loewy, D. (2015). Essentials of business communication (9th ed.). 
Cengage Learning. 

2. Ober, S. (2004). The concise writing handbook: An essential guide for business and 
personal correspondence. Harper Collins. 

3. Wolfe, R. L., & Givens, G. (2011). Business and professional communication: A 
manual for leadership, engagement, and success (2nd ed.). Pearson Education. 

 
Suggested Readings: 

1. Hughes, B., & Sweeney, T. (2004). Effective business writing: A guide for those who 
write on the job. McGraw-Hill. 

2. Truss, L. (2003). Eats, shoots & leaves: The zero tolerance approach to punctuation. 
Gotham Books. 

3. Jordan, R. R. (2008). Academic writing course: Study skills in English (4th ed.). 
Pearson Education. 

4. Allen, L. (2008). Business writing for dummies. Wiley. 
5. Harris, M., & Sherwood, M. (2006). The letter writing handbook: How to write the 

perfect letter for every occasion. Oxford University Press. 
 

10.8 QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. What are the key differences between formal and informal letters? 
o Discuss the tone, language, and structure of both types of letters. 
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2. Why is the structure of a formal letter important? 
o Explain the role of each part of a formal letter (e.g., sender's address, recipient's 

address, subject, etc.) and why they are used. 
3. What is the importance of tone in letter writing? 

o How does the tone of a letter change based on the relationship with the recipient 
(e.g., writing to a friend vs. writing to a business)? 

4. What are some common mistakes people make when writing formal letters? 
o Discuss errors like improper salutations, tone mismatches, or incorrect 

formatting, and how to avoid them. 
5. What role does letter writing play in professional communication today? 

o Discuss how letter writing is still relevant in the workplace, especially in areas 
like job applications, complaints, and business communications. 

6. What are some common components of an informal letter? 
o What are some common phrases or expressions used in informal letters that 

wouldn’t be appropriate in formal letters? 
7. How do cultural differences affect letter writing? 

o Are there variations in letter-writing etiquette across different cultures? How 
can you adapt to these differences? 

8. What is the purpose of a subject line in a formal letter? 
o Why is it necessary to have a clear and concise subject line in formal letters like 

business letters or applications? 
9. How important is the closing line in a letter? 

o What are some examples of appropriate closing lines for formal and informal 
letters, and how do they influence the recipient’s perception of the letter? 

10. What are the advantages and disadvantages of writing letters in the digital age? 
o With emails and messaging apps becoming common, how has the practice of 

writing letters evolved? 
11. What are the key elements of an effective job application letter? 

o What should be included in a job application letter to make a strong impression, 
and how do you ensure that your skills are presented clearly? 

12. How do you ensure your letter is concise and to the point without leaving out 
important details? 

o Discuss strategies to avoid rambling in both informal and formal letters while 
ensuring all necessary information is included. 

13. Why is letter writing considered an important skill in education? 
o How can learning letter writing benefit students in their academic and 

professional futures? 
14. What do you think is the most challenging part of writing a formal letter, and 

why? 
o Discuss the aspects of formal letter writing that students or individuals find most 

difficult and ways to overcome them. 
15. How can you use letter writing to build or maintain relationships? 

o Discuss how personal letters (informal) can help to nurture relationships over 
time. 
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These questions encourage reflection on the purpose, structure, and impact of letter writing, 
making them ideal for classroom discussions or assignments related to improving 
communication skills. 
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UNIT 11 
REPORT WRITING 

 

Structure: 
 

11.1. Introduction 
11.2. Objective 
11.3. Report Writing 
11.4. Let us Sum up 
11.5. Lesson and Activity 
11.6. Glossary 
11.7. References and Suggested readings 
11.8. Questions for Discussion 

 

11.1 INTRODUCTION 
 

Report writing is a formal way of communicating information and analysis about a 
specific topic or event. Reports are often written in response to a request, to document findings, 
or to present research, and they are used in various fields, such as education, business, science, 
and government. 
 

Reports are typically structured documents that present information in a clear, 
organized manner, using headings, subheadings, bullet points, and other formats to make the 
information easily accessible. The main goal of a report is to inform the reader or audience, 
provide an analysis, and sometimes recommend actions or conclusions based on the findings. 
 
Types of Reports: 

1. Informal Reports: 
o These are less structured and often used for internal communication, like reports 

between colleagues or to a supervisor. 
2. Formal Reports: 

o These are highly structured and written for external communication, often for 
official purposes or a wider audience. They might include recommendations, 
conclusions, and a detailed analysis of a particular topic. 

3. Research Reports: 
o Written to share the findings from a research study or experiment. These reports 

often follow a scientific method, including an introduction, methodology, 
results, and conclusions. 

4. Business Reports: 
o Used in professional settings to communicate information such as performance 

analysis, financial reports, or project status. 
5. Progress Reports: 
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o Written to update the status of a project, including achievements, obstacles, and 
future steps. 

 
Key Features of Report Writing: 

• Title: The title should clearly reflect the content and purpose of the report. 
• Introduction: The introduction gives an overview of the report, its purpose, and scope. 
• Methodology (if applicable): Describes the approach or methods used to gather 

information or conduct research. 
• Findings or Results: The main section where the key data or outcomes are presented. 
• Analysis: An explanation or interpretation of the findings, discussing their significance. 
• Conclusion: Summarizes the key findings or outcomes and offers recommendations or 

reflections. 
• Recommendations: Suggestions for action based on the report’s findings (in some 

cases). 
• Appendices: Any supplementary material that supports the report but is too detailed to 

be included in the main sections. 
 
Report writing is essential in many professional settings as it helps present information in a 
way that is organized, factual, and easy to understand, allowing the reader to make informed 
decisions or take appropriate actions based on the findings. 
 

11.2 OBJECTIVE 
 
After reading this unit you will be able to 
 

1. Understand the key components of a report, including the introduction, findings, and 
conclusion. 

2. Understand how to present information clearly and concisely, focusing on relevant 
details. 

3. Understand the importance of using objective language and presenting facts without 
bias. 

4. Understand how to organize a report logically, ensuring a coherent flow of information. 
5. Understand the significance of formatting and adhering to specific guidelines for 

different types of reports. 
 

11.3 REPORT WRITING 
 
Report writing is the process of documenting and presenting information, analysis, or findings 
in a clear and structured format. A report typically has a specific purpose, such as providing an 
update, explaining a research project, or offering recommendations based on the collected data. 
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Key Elements of Report Writing: 
1. Title: 

The title of the report clearly states its purpose or subject. 
2. Introduction: 

This section introduces the topic of the report. It briefly explains the purpose, scope, 
and objectives of the report. 

3. Methodology: 
This part describes the method or process used to gather information, conduct research, 
or analyze data. 

4. Findings/Results: 
The main section where the information, data, or observations are presented. It answers 
the questions raised in the introduction or provides a summary of the research or 
investigation. 

5. Analysis/Discussion: 
In this section, the findings are analyzed and discussed. It might explain the significance 
of the results or provide interpretation. 

6. Conclusion: 
The conclusion sums up the key points of the report. It may also provide a summary of 
the findings and their implications. 

7. Recommendations: 
Based on the findings, this section suggests actions or next steps. It is common in 
business, research, and investigative reports. 

8. Appendices: 
Any additional material that supports the report, such as raw data, charts, or detailed 
explanations that are not included in the main body. 

 
Example of a Report 
Title: 
Report on the Impact of Online Learning on High School Students 
 
Introduction: 

This report investigates the impact of online learning on high school students during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The purpose of the report is to evaluate the academic performance, 
engagement, and mental health of students who transitioned from traditional classroom 
learning to online education. The report aims to provide a comprehensive analysis and offer 
recommendations for improving online learning in the future. 
 
Methodology: 

The data for this report was gathered through surveys administered to 200 high school 
students who participated in online learning between March and June 2020. In addition, 
interviews were conducted with 10 teachers to understand their perspectives on the challenges 
and benefits of online education. 
 
Findings/Results: 
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• Academic Performance: 60% of students reported a decline in their academic 
performance due to lack of direct interaction with teachers. However, 30% of students 
felt that online learning gave them more time to study independently, which helped 
improve their grades. 

• Engagement: 50% of students mentioned feeling disengaged during online classes, 
often due to distractions at home or difficulty in understanding the material. Students 
who had access to high-speed internet and a quiet space performed better. 

• Mental Health: 40% of students reported feeling stressed and overwhelmed due to the 
isolation of online learning and lack of social interaction with peers. Some students also 
struggled with maintaining a routine. 

 
Analysis/Discussion: 

The findings indicate that while online learning provided flexibility, it also posed 
significant challenges. The lack of face-to-face interaction hindered students' engagement and 
academic performance. The absence of physical school infrastructure contributed to increased 
stress and feelings of isolation, which affected students' mental well-being. Teachers also 
struggled to adjust to the new format and faced challenges in maintaining student attention and 
participation. 
 
Conclusion: 

In conclusion, online learning has proven to be a double-edged sword. While it offers 
flexibility and convenience, it also presents challenges in terms of engagement, academic 
performance, and mental health. The lack of personal interaction and the home environment's 
distractions significantly impacted the learning experience. 
 
Recommendations: 

• Enhancing Engagement: Schools should consider integrating interactive tools, such 
as video discussions, online quizzes, and group projects, to maintain students' attention 
and encourage active participation. 

• Teacher Training: Teachers should receive ongoing professional development to 
improve their skills in managing online classes and using digital tools effectively. 

• Mental Health Support: Schools should provide mental health resources, including 
counseling services and stress management workshops, to help students cope with the 
emotional challenges of online learning. 

• Technology Accessibility: Efforts should be made to ensure that all students have 
access to necessary technology and a stable internet connection to reduce disparities in 
learning outcomes. 

 
Appendices: 

• Survey Results: Data collected from the 200 student surveys. 
• Interview Transcripts: Responses from teachers during the interviews. 
• Additional Resources: Links to articles and websites for mental health support during 

online learning. 
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Conclusion: 
In this example, the report structure is followed clearly, starting with an introduction, 

methodology, and findings, followed by analysis, recommendations, and conclusions. The use 
of headings and subheadings helps organize the information, making it easy for the reader to 
follow the report and understand its key points. This structure ensures that the report is not only 
informative but also actionable, providing suggestions based on the findings. 
 

11.4 LET US SUM UP 
 

Report writing is a structured and systematic way of presenting information, findings, 
or analysis about a particular topic or event. It serves the purpose of informing, explaining, or 
providing recommendations based on data collected or observations made. Reports can be 
written in various fields, including business, education, science, and research. 
 
Key Points of Report Writing: 

1. Purpose and Audience: 
o The main goal of report writing is to communicate information clearly and 

effectively to the intended audience. 
o Understanding the purpose (informative, analytical, or persuasive) and the 

audience (supervisors, colleagues, or the public) is essential for crafting an 
effective report. 

2. Structure: 
o A report generally follows a specific structure that helps organize the 

information logically. This typically includes: 
 Title: Clearly indicates the topic or subject of the report. 
 Introduction: Introduces the topic, objectives, and purpose of the 

report. 
 Methodology: Explains how data or information was collected or 

researched. 
 Findings/Results: Presents the key findings or outcomes of the research 

or investigation. 
 Analysis/Discussion: Provides interpretation and significance of the 

findings. 
 Conclusion: Summarizes the main findings and discusses their 

implications. 
 Recommendations: Suggests actions or steps based on the report’s 

findings. 
 Appendices: Includes supplementary material or data that supports the 

report. 
3. Language and Tone: 

o Reports should be written in clear, formal, and objective language, avoiding 
unnecessary jargon or personal opinions. 

o The tone should be professional and concise, focusing on facts and evidence. 
4. Clarity and Precision: 
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o Effective reports use precise language and avoid ambiguity. They present facts, 
data, and analysis in an organized manner, often using headings, bullet points, 
and tables for better readability. 

5. Use of Visuals: 
o Depending on the type of report, visuals such as graphs, charts, and tables may 

be used to present data more clearly and support the report’s findings. 
6. Actionable and Relevant: 

o Good reports are not just informative; they offer recommendations or 
conclusions that help guide decision-making or future actions. 

 
Conclusion: 

Report writing is an important skill in both academic and professional settings. It 
requires the ability to collect and analyze data, present information in a logical format, and 
communicate findings and recommendations effectively. By following the structured approach 
and focusing on clarity, objectivity, and relevance, one can write reports that are informative, 
actionable, and valuable to the reader. 
 

11.5 LESSON AND ACTIVITY 
 
Objective: 

To teach students how to write a clear, structured, and well-organized report on a given 
topic, making them aware of the components, purpose, and language used in report writing. 
 
Lesson Structure: 

1. Introduction to Report Writing (10-15 minutes) 
o Definition: Report writing is the formal method of documenting and presenting 

information, findings, and recommendations in a structured manner. 
o Importance: Reports are used to communicate research, data, and analysis in a 

professional and understandable way. They are essential in business, education, 
and research. 

o Types of Reports: Briefly explain the different types of reports (e.g., research 
reports, progress reports, business reports). 

2. Components of a Report (15-20 minutes) 
o Title: The title should clearly reflect the subject of the report. 
o Introduction: Provides the background information and the purpose of the 

report. 
o Methodology: Describes how the data was gathered or research was conducted. 
o Findings/Results: Presents the main information or data. 
o Analysis/Discussion: Interprets and explains the significance of the findings. 
o Conclusion: Summarizes key points and provides insights based on the 

findings. 
o Recommendations: Suggests actions based on the conclusions. 
o Appendices: Includes supplementary information or data. 

3. Writing Style and Tone (10 minutes) 
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o Clarity and Objectivity: Emphasize the importance of writing clearly and 
without bias. 

o Formal Tone: Use a formal, impersonal tone in report writing. 
o Conciseness: Reports should be precise and to the point, without unnecessary 

details. 
4. Examples and Practice (20 minutes) 

o Provide a sample report and break down its structure. Discuss each section and 
its purpose. 

o Example: A report on "The Impact of Social Media on Teenagers." (Focus on 
the structure: introduction, findings, analysis, etc.) 

 
Activity for Report Writing: 
Objective: 
To give students hands-on experience in writing a short report based on a given topic. 
 
Step-by-Step Activity: 

1. Topic Selection (5 minutes) 
o Give students a choice of topics to write about. Examples: 

 The effect of online learning on students. 
 A report on a school event (e.g., sports day or cultural fest). 
 The importance of physical activity for students. 
 Environmental issues in the local community. 

2. Research and Data Collection (15-20 minutes) 
o Ask students to gather relevant data or observations on the chosen topic. They 

can use books, internet resources, or personal experiences for information. 
o For a simple report (e.g., school event), students can rely on their own 

experiences or conduct short interviews with peers or teachers. 
3. Report Writing (30 minutes) 

o Ask students to write a structured report using the format provided earlier (Title, 
Introduction, Methodology, Findings, Analysis, Conclusion, 
Recommendations). 

o Encourage them to use formal language and ensure that each section is logically 
connected. 

4. Peer Review (15 minutes) 
o Have students exchange their reports with a partner for peer review. Each 

student should provide feedback on clarity, structure, and completeness. 
o Discuss common errors or improvements as a class. 

5. Final Revision (10 minutes) 
o Allow students time to revise their reports based on peer feedback and finalize 

their drafts. 
 
Assessment: 

• Evaluation Criteria: 
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o Structure: Did the student follow the correct structure (Title, Introduction, 
Findings, Conclusion)? 

o Clarity and Language: Was the report clear, concise, and formal in tone? 
o Content: Did the student present relevant findings and analysis? 
o Creativity and Recommendations: Did the student provide thoughtful 

recommendations based on the findings? 
 
Conclusion: 

This lesson on report writing will equip students with the skills needed to create 
organized and informative reports. The activity allows them to practice writing, critical 
thinking, and data presentation, all of which are essential in academic and professional settings. 
 

11.6 GLOSSARY 
 

1. Abstract: 
A brief summary of the report’s key points, often placed at the beginning. It highlights 
the purpose, findings, conclusions, and recommendations. 

2. Appendices: 
Additional material or detailed information that supports the report, such as raw data, 
charts, or full surveys. This content is not included in the main body of the report but 
can be referred to. 

3. Conclusion: 
The section at the end of a report that summarizes the main findings and provides a 
final statement or judgment on the topic. 

4. Executive Summary: 
A concise summary of the report, written for an audience who may not read the entire 
document. It includes key findings, conclusions, and recommendations. 

5. Findings/Results: 
This section presents the facts or data gathered during the research or investigation. It 
is an objective account of the observed outcomes. 

6. Introduction: 
The opening section of the report, which introduces the topic, purpose, scope, and 
objectives of the report. It provides background information and sets the context. 

7. Methodology: 
The section that explains the methods used to collect data or conduct research, 
including tools, techniques, or processes involved. 

8. Recommendations: 
Suggestions made based on the findings of the report. Recommendations often 
indicate actions that should be taken to address the issues or improve the situation 
discussed. 

9. Report Title: 
A clear and specific title that reflects the content and subject matter of the report. It 
should give the reader an immediate understanding of the report’s focus. 
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10. Findings Analysis: 
The interpretation and explanation of the data or facts found in the report. It helps 
connect the findings to broader issues or provides insights. 

11. References: 
A list of sources cited in the report, such as books, articles, websites, or interviews. 
References ensure credibility and allow others to verify information. 

12. Summary: 
A brief recap of the main points of the report, especially in the conclusion, but also in 
the executive summary or abstract. It helps the reader quickly understand the report's 
key takeaways. 

13. Appendix: 
A section that includes supplementary materials or extra details that are referenced in 
the report but are too lengthy or detailed to be included in the main sections. 

14. Body of the Report: 
The main part of the report, including all sections that elaborate on the findings, 
analysis, discussion, and any other critical content. 

15. Clarity: 
The quality of being clear and easy to understand. In report writing, clarity ensures 
that the information is conveyed effectively to the reader. 

16. Objectivity: 
Maintaining an unbiased and impartial approach in presenting facts or findings. 
Objectivity is key to creating credible and reliable reports. 

17. Formal Tone: 
The professional, impersonal, and respectful tone used in report writing. It avoids 
colloquial language and informal expressions. 

18. Heading/Subheading: 
Titles or captions used to divide the report into sections, making it easier to read and 
navigate. They highlight the main topics and subtopics covered. 

19. Data Presentation: 
The method of displaying data or information, often through charts, tables, graphs, or 
diagrams, to help the reader understand complex details. 

20. Verification: 
The process of checking the accuracy of the information, data, or sources used in the 
report to ensure credibility. 

21. Scope: 
The extent or range of the report’s content. The scope defines what the report will 
cover and what it will exclude. 

22. Survey: 
A method of data collection, typically involving a questionnaire, used to gather 
opinions or information from a group of people. 

23. Findings: 
The results of research or investigation, presented in an objective and factual manner 
in the report. 
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24. Impact: 
The effect or influence of a particular action, event, or issue discussed in the report. 
Understanding the impact is often a key part of analyzing findings. 

25. Format: 
The structure or layout of the report. It determines how the information is presented, 
including headings, subheadings, tables, and diagrams. 

 
By understanding these key terms, one can more effectively craft reports that are organized, 
informative, and tailored to the intended audience. 
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11.8 QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. What are the key components of a well-structured report? 
o Discuss the importance of sections like the introduction, methodology, findings, 

analysis, and conclusion in a report. 
2. Why is the methodology section crucial in report writing? 

o What role does the methodology play in ensuring the credibility of a report's 
findings? 

3. How can you ensure that a report is objective and free from personal bias? 
o What strategies can writers use to present data or information without 

influencing the reader's perspective? 

https://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/writing-reports
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4. What is the importance of the conclusion and recommendations in a report? 
o How do the conclusion and recommendations guide the actions or decisions of 

the report’s audience? 
5. How should the language and tone be adjusted based on the audience of the 

report? 
o Why is it important to use a formal tone in reports? What challenges might arise 

when adjusting language for different audiences (e.g., academic vs. business)? 
6. What are some common mistakes that writers make in report writing, and how 

can they be avoided? 
o Discuss errors like overloading the report with information, lacking clarity, or 

deviating from the main topic. 
7. Why is it important to include visual aids (like graphs, tables, and charts) in a 

report? 
o How do visuals contribute to a report's effectiveness, especially in data-heavy 

reports? 
8. What is the difference between an executive summary and an abstract in report 

writing? 
o Discuss the purpose of both and how they differ in terms of content and target 

audience. 
9. How does report writing differ from essay writing in terms of structure and 

purpose? 
o Compare and contrast the two, focusing on the objective nature of reports vs. 

the more opinion-based nature of essays. 
10. How do you ensure that the report is clear, concise, and free from unnecessary 

jargon? 
o Discuss the importance of simplicity in language and how complex ideas can 

be communicated effectively. 
11. How do you decide which information is relevant to include in a report? 

o Discuss the process of filtering out unnecessary details and focusing on key 
findings and insights. 

12. What role does referencing and citation play in a report? 
o Why is it important to cite sources, and how does proper referencing impact the 

credibility of the report? 
13. What steps should be followed to revise and proofread a report before submission? 

o Discuss the importance of reviewing for clarity, coherence, and grammatical 
accuracy. 

14. How do you write a report that effectively presents both qualitative and 
quantitative data? 

o Discuss strategies for balancing narrative with numerical data, ensuring both are 
integrated in a coherent and meaningful way. 

15. In what scenarios might report writing be more important than other forms of 
communication? 

o Discuss the situations where a report is necessary, such as in business, research, 
or public policy. 
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These discussion questions encourage deeper thinking about the practical aspects and 
challenges of report writing, while also promoting a better understanding of how to create 
effective and professional reports. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4BA1 ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND SCIENTIFIC TEMPER  DR C V RAMAN UNIVERSITY BILASPUR (C.G.) 

Page 118 of 127 

 

UNIT 12 
LANGUAGE SKILLS 

 

Structure: 
 
12.1. Introduction 
12.2. Objective 
12.3. Language Skills 
12.4. Let us Sum up 
12.5. Lesson and Activity 
12.6. Glossary 
12.7. References and Suggested readings 
12.8. Questions for Discussion 
 

12.1 INTRODUCTION 
 

Language skills are the essential abilities that enable individuals to communicate 
effectively in both oral and written forms. These skills are fundamental to learning and 
interacting in society, as they form the basis of all human communication. Language skills are 
often divided into four primary components: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 
Mastering these skills allows individuals to convey ideas, understand others, express thoughts 
clearly, and engage in various forms of communication. 
 
Importance of Language Skills: 

Language skills are not only crucial for academic success but also for personal and 
professional growth. They help people to express their opinions, share knowledge, collaborate 
with others, and understand the world around them. In today's interconnected world, strong 
language skills are essential for effective communication in a variety of settings, including 
education, business, and social interactions. 
 
The Four Key Language Skills: 

1. Listening Skills – The ability to receive and comprehend spoken language. It involves 
paying attention, processing, and interpreting auditory information. 

2. Speaking Skills – The ability to express thoughts, ideas, and feelings verbally. It 
includes articulation, pronunciation, fluency, and the effective use of language to 
convey messages. 

3. Reading Skills – The ability to understand and interpret written texts. It involves 
recognizing words, understanding their meaning, and making inferences based on the 
text. 

4. Writing Skills – The ability to express ideas and information through writing. This 
skill includes proper grammar, vocabulary usage, sentence structure, and the 
organization of ideas. 
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Role of Language Skills: 

• Cognitive Development: Language skills are integral to cognitive development, as 
they help individuals process and organize information. Developing these skills 
enhances critical thinking, comprehension, and problem-solving abilities. 

• Communication: Language skills enable individuals to communicate clearly, fostering 
better relationships and understanding in both personal and professional contexts. 

• Cultural Exchange: Strong language skills allow individuals to participate in cultural 
exchange, enabling them to appreciate diverse perspectives and build bridges across 
different languages and cultures. 

 
Conclusion: 

Language skills are foundational to effective communication. Whether listening 
attentively, speaking clearly, reading critically, or writing persuasively, mastering these skills 
is essential for success in many aspects of life. With practice and continuous learning, 
individuals can improve their language proficiency and become better communicators in both 
personal and professional environments. 
 

12.2 OBJECTIVE 
 
After reading this unit you will be able to 
 

1. Understand the importance of vocabulary development in enhancing communication. 
2. Understand the role of grammar and sentence structure in ensuring clarity and accuracy 

in language use. 
3. Understand how listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills work together to 

improve overall language proficiency. 
4. Understand the significance of context in interpreting and using language effectively. 
5. Understand the strategies for improving language skills through practice and active 

engagement. 
 

12.3 LANGUAGE SKILLS 
 

Language skills refer to the abilities that enable a person to use language effectively in 
communication. These skills are divided into four main categories: listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing. Mastery of these skills helps individuals convey and understand messages clearly 
in both personal and professional settings. Here’s a detailed description of each language skill 
with examples: 
 
1. Listening Skills 

Listening is the ability to accurately receive and interpret messages in the 
communication process. Effective listening is crucial for understanding spoken language and 
responding appropriately. 
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Key Aspects of Listening: 

• Active Listening: Involves focusing on the speaker and fully understanding their 
message without distractions. 

• Comprehension: Understanding the meaning of the words, phrases, and overall 
message. 

• Empathy: Being able to relate to the speaker's emotions and intentions. 
Examples: 

• Example 1 (Classroom Setting): A teacher explains a scientific concept, and a student 
listens attentively, taking notes and asking questions to ensure comprehension. 

• Example 2 (Conversation): In a conversation with a friend about a movie, listening to 
their opinions and then contributing your own thoughts based on what they said, 
showing you understand and are engaged. 

 
Why It’s Important: 

Active listening enhances communication by ensuring that all parties involved 
understand each other and reduces the chances of misunderstandings. 
 
2. Speaking Skills 

Speaking involves expressing thoughts, ideas, and information clearly and effectively 
through spoken words. It includes verbal communication and non-verbal cues such as tone, 
pitch, and body language. 
 
Key Aspects of Speaking: 

• Fluency: The ability to speak smoothly and without unnecessary pauses. 
• Pronunciation: Correctly articulating words so they are understood by others. 
• Clarity: Organizing thoughts in a coherent manner, using appropriate vocabulary and 

grammar. 
• Non-verbal Communication: Using gestures, facial expressions, and body language 

to complement the spoken message. 
Examples: 

• Example 1 (Public Speaking): A person giving a speech at a conference, speaking 
clearly, using a proper tone, and maintaining eye contact with the audience. 

• Example 2 (Casual Conversation): Discussing a book with a friend, speaking fluently 
and expressing thoughts clearly without hesitation. 

 
Why It’s Important: 

Effective speaking skills enable people to express their ideas clearly, persuade others, 
and engage in meaningful discussions. 
 
3. Reading Skills 

Reading involves interpreting written language, understanding its meaning, and 
analyzing content critically. It includes identifying key ideas, extracting relevant information, 
and making inferences from the text. 
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Key Aspects of Reading: 
• Comprehension: Understanding the text’s meaning, purpose, and message. 
• Fluency: Reading smoothly and at an appropriate pace. 
• Critical Thinking: Analyzing the content, questioning it, and making inferences or 

judgments based on the text. 
• Vocabulary: Understanding and recognizing the meanings of words in context. 

Examples: 
• Example 1 (Reading a Novel): A person reading a novel, grasping the plot, analyzing 

the characters' motivations, and reflecting on the themes discussed. 
• Example 2 (Reading an Article): A student reading a research article and identifying 

the key findings and arguments to support an academic paper. 
 
Why It’s Important: 

Strong reading skills allow individuals to gather information, understand different 
perspectives, and engage with a wide variety of texts, from literature to academic articles. 
 
4. Writing Skills 

Writing involves producing text that conveys ideas, information, or arguments clearly 
and effectively. It includes structuring sentences and paragraphs logically, using proper 
grammar, and ensuring clarity and coherence in the writing. 
 
Key Aspects of Writing: 

• Grammar and Syntax: Correctly applying the rules of sentence structure and word 
order. 

• Coherence and Cohesion: Organizing ideas logically and connecting them effectively 
using linking words and phrases. 

• Vocabulary: Choosing the appropriate words to express ideas clearly and precisely. 
• Punctuation: Using punctuation marks correctly to clarify the meaning of sentences. 

 
Examples: 

• Example 1 (Formal Writing): Writing an essay on climate change that includes a clear 
thesis, supporting arguments, and a conclusion, all written with proper grammar and 
structure. 

• Example 2 (Informal Writing): Sending a text message to a friend, writing clearly 
and concisely to communicate an idea, such as confirming plans for a meeting. 

 
Why It’s Important: 

Strong writing skills help individuals communicate effectively in both formal and 
informal contexts. Good writing can influence opinions, convey information accurately, and 
demonstrate professionalism. 
 
Summary of Language Skills with Examples: 

• Listening: The ability to understand spoken language. Example: Listening to a lecture 
and taking notes on important points. 
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• Speaking: The ability to express ideas and information verbally. Example: Giving a 
presentation at work. 

• Reading: The ability to interpret and analyze written texts. Example: Reading a news 
article and summarizing the main points. 

• Writing: The ability to express thoughts and ideas through writing. Example: Writing 
an email to a colleague to explain a project update. 

 
How These Skills Interact: 

• Integrated Learning: These language skills work together. For instance, reading helps 
improve vocabulary, which in turn enhances writing and speaking. Similarly, listening 
to others speak can improve speaking fluency. 

• Real-Life Application: Strong language skills contribute to success in academics, 
careers, and social settings. Whether negotiating in a meeting, writing a report, or 
reading a textbook, these skills are essential. 

 
By developing all four language skills, individuals can become effective communicators, 
critical thinkers, and active participants in both personal and professional interactions. 
 

12.4 LET US SUM UP 
 

Language skills are fundamental for effective communication and play a crucial role in 
both personal and professional life. They consist of four primary components: listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing. Mastering these skills enables individuals to express themselves 
clearly, understand others, and participate meaningfully in conversations and written discourse. 
 

1. Listening Skills allow us to understand spoken language, interpret messages 
accurately, and respond appropriately. Active listening helps in comprehending 
information and fostering meaningful interactions. 

2. Speaking Skills enable individuals to articulate their thoughts and ideas in a clear, 
structured, and coherent manner. Effective speaking involves not just fluency, but also 
correct pronunciation, tone, and body language. 

3. Reading Skills are essential for comprehending written texts, whether for learning, 
pleasure, or work. Strong reading skills include the ability to identify key ideas, analyze 
content, and make inferences, which contribute to deeper understanding. 

4. Writing Skills focus on the ability to express ideas and information in writing, ensuring 
clarity, coherence, and proper grammar. Strong writing skills are critical in academic, 
professional, and personal contexts, allowing individuals to communicate ideas 
persuasively and accurately. 

 
Together, these skills form the foundation of language proficiency, enabling people to engage 
with the world around them, solve problems, and convey complex ideas. Regular practice and 
exposure to language in different contexts are vital for continuous improvement. 
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12.5 LESSON AND ACTIVITY 
 
Objective: 

To develop and improve listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills through 
interactive activities and discussions. 
 
Lesson Outline: 

1. Introduction (10 minutes): 
o Begin by discussing the importance of language skills in daily life and 

communication. Highlight the four main components of language skills: 
Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing. 

o Ask students to share examples of how they use each skill in their daily 
activities. 

o Define each language skill and explain their role in communication. 
2. Activity 1: Listening Skills (15 minutes): 

o Objective: To improve active listening and comprehension. 
o Activity: Play a short audio clip (e.g., a news report, podcast, or conversation) 

related to a current event or an interesting topic. After listening, ask the students 
to answer comprehension questions based on the audio. 

o Discussion: Discuss the key points of the audio clip and ask students to share 
their thoughts or opinions about the topic. Encourage them to refer to the audio 
for evidence. 

 
Example Comprehension Questions: 

o What was the main topic of the audio? 
o Who were the key speakers or participants? 
o What were the key details mentioned in the audio? 

3. Activity 2: Speaking Skills (15 minutes): 
o Objective: To improve spoken language proficiency, fluency, and confidence. 
o Activity: Divide students into pairs or small groups. Assign each group a topic 

to discuss (e.g., the impact of technology on society, your favorite book or 
movie, or climate change). 

o Instructions: Give students 5 minutes to discuss their topic. Encourage them to 
express their thoughts clearly, listen to their partners, and build on each other’s 
ideas. 

o Feedback: After the discussions, ask each group to share their key points with 
the class. Provide feedback on pronunciation, fluency, and clarity of expression. 

4. Activity 3: Reading Skills (10 minutes): 
o Objective: To improve reading comprehension and the ability to extract 

information from texts. 
o Activity: Provide students with a short passage or article to read. After reading, 

ask them to identify the main idea, important details, and make inferences based 
on the text. 
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o Discussion: Have a brief class discussion about the text. Ask students to share 
their interpretations and any new information they learned. 

 
Example Passage Questions: 

o What is the main argument or idea presented in the text? 
o What evidence does the author use to support their argument? 
o How does this reading relate to your own experiences or knowledge? 

5. Activity 4: Writing Skills (10 minutes): 
o Objective: To improve writing clarity, structure, and grammar. 
o Activity: Ask students to write a short paragraph (5-7 sentences) on a given 

topic (e.g., "Describe your favorite holiday" or "What is the importance of 
learning a second language?"). 

o Instructions: Encourage students to organize their ideas logically, use 
appropriate vocabulary, and check their grammar and spelling. 

o Peer Review: After writing, students can exchange their paragraphs with a peer 
for feedback. Encourage them to check for clarity, coherence, and grammatical 
accuracy. 

6. Conclusion and Recap (5 minutes): 
o Summarize the key points discussed in the lesson and reinforce the importance 

of continuous practice in developing language skills. 
o Encourage students to practice these skills outside the classroom by engaging 

in conversations, reading articles, listening to podcasts, and writing regularly. 
 
Additional Activities for Language Skills Development: 

• Language Games: Use games like Scrabble, Pictionary, or word association games to 
enhance vocabulary and speaking skills. 

• Role-Playing: Create scenarios where students have to use language to perform 
specific tasks, such as ordering food at a restaurant or asking for directions. 

• Reading Clubs: Organize a reading club where students read books or articles and then 
discuss the themes, characters, and their opinions in groups. 

• Storytelling: Encourage students to practice storytelling, either orally or in writing. 
They can narrate personal experiences or create fictional stories. 

• Debates and Discussions: Regular debates on various topics help improve critical 
thinking and speaking skills. 

 
Assessment and Feedback: 

• Evaluate students based on their participation in activities, the clarity and coherence of 
their speech and writing, and their ability to comprehend and analyze listening and 
reading materials. 

• Provide constructive feedback to help students identify areas for improvement and 
suggest strategies for enhancing their language skills. 

 
This lesson plan emphasizes the integrated development of all four language skills and 
encourages students to engage actively in the learning process. 
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12.6 GLOSSARY 
 
Glossary of Key Terms in Language Skills 

1. Language Skills – The abilities required to use language effectively for 
communication. These typically include speaking, listening, reading, and writing. 

2. Listening Skills – The ability to understand and interpret spoken language. Good 
listening involves focusing on the speaker, understanding context, and responding 
appropriately. 

3. Speaking Skills – The ability to express thoughts clearly and effectively through 
spoken language. This includes fluency, pronunciation, tone, and clarity. 

4. Reading Skills – The ability to interpret written text accurately and comprehend its 
meaning. Reading skills include understanding vocabulary, identifying main ideas, and 
making inferences. 

5. Writing Skills – The ability to express ideas clearly and effectively in written form. 
This includes spelling, grammar, structure, and coherence in writing. 

6. Vocabulary – The set of words known and used by a person. A strong vocabulary helps 
in both understanding and expressing ideas clearly. 

7. Grammar – The set of rules that govern the structure of sentences, including word 
order, verb conjugations, tenses, and punctuation. Good grammar is crucial for clear 
communication. 

8. Fluency – The ability to use language smoothly and easily without frequent pauses or 
errors. Fluency is important for both speaking and writing. 

9. Pronunciation – The way in which words are spoken, including correct sounds, stress, 
and intonation patterns. Proper pronunciation is essential for being understood. 

10. Comprehension – The ability to understand spoken or written language. Reading 
comprehension refers to the understanding of text; while listening comprehension refers 
to the understanding of spoken language. 

11. Critical Thinking – The ability to analyze, evaluate, and form judgments about 
information or arguments. Critical thinking is important for understanding and 
interpreting texts and conversations. 

12. Context – The circumstances or setting in which communication occurs. 
Understanding context helps to interpret meaning, tone, and intention in both spoken 
and written communication. 

13. Coherence – The logical and orderly presentation of ideas in speech or writing. 
Coherence ensures that the message flows logically and is easy to follow. 

14. Syntax – The arrangement of words and phrases to create well-formed sentences in a 
language. Proper syntax is essential for clear communication in both speech and 
writing. 

15. Punctuation – The use of marks (such as commas, periods, question marks) in writing 
to clarify meaning and separate sentences or clauses. 

16. Accent – A way of pronouncing words that is characteristic of a particular region or 
group of people. While accents vary, they do not affect language proficiency. 
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17. Language Proficiency – The degree to which a person is able to use a language for 
communication. This includes speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills. 

18. Non-verbal Communication – Communication through body language, gestures, 
facial expressions, and other physical cues. Non-verbal communication often 
complements spoken language. 

19. Syntax – The arrangement of words and phrases to create sentences in a language. 
Proper syntax ensures that sentences are clear and convey the intended meaning. 

20. Register – The level of formality or informality in language, based on the context and 
audience. Different registers are used in different situations (e.g., formal writing vs. 
casual conversation). 

21. Dialect – A variety of a language that is specific to a particular region or social group, 
characterized by differences in vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation. 

22. Intonation – The rise and fall of the voice while speaking, which can change the 
meaning of a sentence. It is important for expressing emotions, asking questions, or 
emphasizing key points. 

23. Fluency – The ability to use language smoothly and effectively. Fluent speakers can 
communicate with ease and minimal hesitation. 

24. Bilingualism – The ability to speak and understand two languages. Bilingual 
individuals can switch between languages depending on the context or audience. 

 
This glossary covers key terms that are essential to understanding the development and 
application of language skills. Mastering these terms and concepts can help improve 
communication and language proficiency. 
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12.8 QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
Questions for Discussion of Language Skills 

1. What do you understand by the term "language skills"? Why are they important for 
effective communication? 

2. How do listening, speaking, reading, and writing contribute to the development of 
language skills? Can one skill be more important than the others? Why or why not? 

3. What are the challenges one might face in developing language skills? How can these 
challenges be overcome? 

4. In what ways do language skills impact a person's success in education and career? Can 
you think of any real-life examples where language proficiency played a crucial role? 

5. What role does vocabulary development play in language skills? How can individuals 
expand their vocabulary and improve their language proficiency? 

6. How does understanding grammar and sentence structure contribute to clear and 
effective communication? Why is it important to pay attention to grammar while 
speaking or writing? 

7. How do cultural factors influence language skills? Can language proficiency vary 
across different cultural contexts? Provide examples. 

8. How does reading in a second language enhance language skills? What are some 
strategies to improve reading comprehension in a foreign language? 

9. How does the use of technology (such as apps, online tools, or social media) affect 
language learning and language skills development? 

10. What are some effective strategies for improving speaking skills, especially for non-
native speakers or those learning a second language? 

11. How can language skills be assessed? What are the advantages and limitations of 
different methods of language testing, such as oral exams, written tests, and interactive 
assessments? 

12. What is the role of language skills in building social relationships? How does language 
proficiency affect social interactions and networking? 

13. How can teachers and educational systems support students in developing their 
language skills? What are some teaching methods that can be effective in enhancing 
language proficiency? 

14. How do language skills influence one’s ability to express thoughts and ideas clearly? 
Can strong language skills help in influencing others or persuading them? 

15. How do language skills contribute to a deeper understanding of literature, history, and 
other academic subjects? How can students use language proficiency to engage with 
complex texts and ideas? 

 
These discussion questions will encourage students to think critically about the importance of 
language skills and their role in communication, education, and personal development. 
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